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ISSUED BY 

The Joint Council of the Order of St. John and The New Zealand 

Red Cross Society 

SICK AND WOUNDED FUND 
The Prisoners of War Enquiry Office intends to issue at short intervals a pamphlet similar to 

All the official information supplied is taken from the monthly bulletin issued by the Inter-this. 
national Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. 

ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

The essential functions of the International Committee are 
TO watch over the fundamental Red Cross principles 'and to accord 

recognition to newly formed Societies; 
TO promote the adhesion of all civilised States to the Geneva Con­

vention ; 
TO watch over the observance of the obligatory provisions of this 

instrument of international public law denouncing breaches of 
the Convention; 

TO create international agencies in war time for the relief of war 
sufferers, especially prisoners-of-war, providing information and 
means of communication between prisoners and their families, 
visiting prisoners' camps, etc. 

Through the instrumentality of the International Red Cross the 
Prisoners-of-War Convention was brought into force on July 27th, 1929. 

1 

Next-of-kin are invited to send copies of letters to any of the below mentioned offices. It is 
intended to publish as many as possible, but naturally we cannot guarantee to-publish all those 
that are received. Please do not send any letters posted from Prisoner of War Camps, dated 
earlier than October. 

Also make sure that the date of the letter is given. 

HEADQUARTERS AND WELLINGTON: 
63 Dixon Street, Wellington. 

P.O. Box 139, Te Aro Wellington. 
Telegraphic Address: "JOINTCIL." 

AUCKLAND PROVINCE: 

Bank of New Zealand Chambers, 
Swanson Street, Auckland. 

P.O. Box 247, Auckland. 

CANTERBURY & WESTLAND PROVINCES: OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND PROVINCES: 
105A Cashel Street, Christchurch. 

P.O. Box 1098, Christchurch. 
2nd Floor, Queen's Buildings, Princes St., Dunedin 

P.O. Box 456, Dunedin. 



addressed by name and posted, either to 
or to the homme de confiance at stated camps, 
rded under our care are not included in these 
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The work of the Central Agency of Prisoners of War 
is daily increasing as the war extends, the last figures 

. 3 show an employment of 3,650 workers, of whom 
work in Geneva and 1,200 in auxiliary sections of 
entral Agency which have been set up in 22 towns 

in Switzerland. Of these workers only 692 receive any 
ration, and that on a very modest sea 
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le. ASSISTANCE FOR STUDY. 

This service of intellectual aid to prisoners is no 
a special department set up at Geneva. The problem 
supplying prisoners with the necessary reading mat 
has become much more complicated than in the last 
The exigencies of military censorship and economic 
strictions of all kinds have increased to such a point t 
' roblem of supplying literature to prisoners demands 

iplicated organisation. 

The demands for scientific works are dealt with by 
the International Bureau of Education and by the Student 
" ' ' Society. The Y.M.C.A. has a service specially or­

ganised for sending books. It employs 60 people and has 
-ndertaken to establish circulating libraries. Religious 

irature is supplied by a special oi-ganisation. Bibles, 
hymn books, etc., while the Catholic Mission sends books 
of a more Catholic trend. 

The International Committee have a plan to estab­
lish a central catalogue of authorised books—which will 
simplify the censorship considerably—and the making 
of packages of standard works. They plan to have 
catalogues of these packages which will be put at the 
disposal of all camps. 

Many grateful letters are received, the following are 
a few extrac 

• : 
ous quantity of 
i the work re-

It is difficult to envisage the enorm^ 
mail received and despatched daily, and 
quired on the intricate filing systems. 

The service of photocopy is an interesting branch. 
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hat In September, 1939, on the arrival of the first official 

ts of prisoners, the photocopy service undertook to make 
otographic impressions and the manifold reprodu 

ese original lists, in order to facilitate their 1 
to the responsible authorities. 

This service assures a photographic copy of the offi­
cial German, English and Italian lists, as well as radio-
grammes advising captures, the reproduction of the ad­
vice of deaths, etc. 
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number of photographic proofs amounts to, on an 
2,262 per day. 

The photocopy laboratory installed at the Palais de 
Conseil General, itself, reproduces a daily total of 400 
to 450 proofs. The other photocopies are prepared in five 
photographic workshops. The daily turnover of these 
workshops is from 200 to 1,000. 

Actual statistics have only been kept since October, 
1940, but it is estimated that, since the beginning of the 
war, approximately 800,000 photocopies have been 
livered to the Central Agency of Prisoners of War. 

A brief summary may prove interesting of the method . i';.V' ' iT bt101ft,?5e ff? 
by which clothing and food parcels are sent to Prisoners deprivation of the prisoners it is with gratitude tha 
of War. They reach Lisbon from overseas and there Prisoners receive books .... To give you som 

loaded into boats which have been chartered by the Ration of the scope of the books required I will tell 
Cross. The boats have the emblem of the Red Cross "e have ,h«'e. 20» docto,;s. engineers, pro 
ted on their sides and decks. A Delegate of the Red sional men and priests for whom serious literature would 
s travels on board who is responsible for the safe be welcome. We would also like light literature, novels 

4.1.., J- and magazines .... 

ies or ". . . . The camp authorities have handed over to 
which us the books and pamphlets out of your package of July 

4th. It is impossible to tell you how welcome your parcel 
has been." 

The prison camps in Germany and Italy are visited 
gularly by Delegates from the International Committee 

Red Cross. They have free access to the camps, 
nave the opportunity of talk with the prisoners and with 
the homme de confiance, who is one of the prisoners, and 
is elected by the prisoners as a go-between themselves 
and the German authorities of the camp. 

The present Delegates visiting the German prison 
Dr. Exchaquet and 

The following are extracts from their reports of 
visits to various camps in Germany. 

The 
average. 
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parcels either to Marseill 
noa wnere the goods are unloaded into wagons 
to the free port of Geneva. Most of the wagons are 

sent off at once into Germany after certain formalities 
have been carried out, others have to be unloaded and 

goods reconditioned before sending further. If there 
are not sufficient British prisoners in a camp to warrant } 
the despatch of a full van, parcels are sent by post to , 
the homme de confiance, to be distributed by him to the 
most necessitous cases. 

From the 1st February to the 15th May, 1941, the 
Service des Secours has been responsible for the recep­
tion at Geneva, via Lisbon-Marseilles, and the despatch 
from Geneva to the camps in Germany and Italy of the 
following quantities of parcels provided by the British, 
Canadian and American Red Cross for British Prisoners 
of W 
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1. BRITISH RED CROSS. 
Tonics Tobacco 

Parcels received 499,170 1,001 11,593 511,764 
Bundles of clothing (uniforms, woollen goods and under­

clothing) received, 4,138. 
Cases of footwear and games received, 550. 

STALAG VIII B. 

The general aspect of the camp has not altered, ex­
cept for new barracks, light grey in colour, well built 
in cemented brick. The new hospital, distinfec 
pliances and showers form part of this. 

The food is good and sufficient. 

The library is well stocked. 
The Delegates visited the work squads, canalisation 

rivers and paper factories, and also four gangs who 
•k in the coal mines. The Delegates went down into 

one of the coal mines in which British prisoners work. 
All prisoners who work in the mines do so voluntarily. 

Food Tnta l  

tion ap- in i 
goo 

2. CANADIAN and AMERICAN RED CROSS. 

American Red Cross (U.^.A.) 
(For British Prisoners of War) 

Food 
1,000 

Canadian Red Cross 
of sitv 

Received and despatched 
Food 
45,000 

wor M a i  

pea 
2 
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also stoves 
at the canteen. 

•e of each room. In each barracks there are 
where the prisoners prepare the food bought 

This camp is reserved entirely for British Prisoners 
of War Officers. It is situated right in the middle of a 
little town in Southern Germany, in an old cha 
which is more like a barracks than a manor house. 

e rooms, scattered in various 
storeys, are of very different sizes and snapes 

mple, one apartment is occupied by nine pris 
1 in another there are 120. No space is wast 

rmitory is well filled, the centre of the 
tables, and pegs for clothes. 

The canteen is run by the prisoners who buy 
vegetables, potatoes, tomatoes, cabbages, etc., in bulk. 
Beer is plentiful and the prisoners have the right to a 
bottle of wine per week. 

fresh teau, 

)W 
m of 
atter 
war. 

Th buildi , all of 
three . For 

Hygiene leaves nothing to be desired. 

A German dentist calls at the camp twice a week. 

The prisoners have the use of a piano a 
accordians; loud speakers are to be installed. 

Stalag is also composed of wooden hutments. T" 
The lighting is electricity and the rooms are warmed ®re °f typ.e' which differ from those usually con-

by little stoves in the corner of each room. The food, structed in the prison camps, in that they are not divided 
though monotonous, leaves no room for complaint. It is J ? ? . lg rooms> each accommodating 150 
improved by gifts sent by the British Red Cross. The hutment is made up of many rooms able to 
cooks are English and are housed comfortably beside S1X men* 
the kitchen. 
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is well 
necessary 

ere are 30 work detachments in connection with 
Stalagluft. The men are taken to work in motor lorries 
and return the same evening. They work at forestry, in 
the fish industry, sugar mills, flour mills or on the re­
loading of coal. 

The men were well dressed and shod with German 
boots in good condition. 

men. 
take f 

Th le hospital, which 
ed with instruments 

serves both camps, 
and has all the ; weU stocked; ^one can still buy socks, n^edicm 

The prisoners have the use of large spaces 
washing accommodation. Once a week they can h 
hot bath. 

The prisoners cannot go out of the camp, they can 
walk in five courtyards, three of which are interior and 
two are out of doors. 

ey have the use of a small study and reading room 
wireles set. There is also a little theatre where 

The canteen is 
ors, watches, e OS. istab- raz 
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Religious services are held each week. 

The men work eight to nine hours a day. Sunday 
being a day of rest. 

and a 
they put on two performances a week. 

OFLAG VII P. DULAGLUFT. 

Installed in an old chateau, on a hill overlooking a Dulagluft is situated on the outskirts of a forest, 
town, this Oflag, at the time of the Delegate's visit, con- near one of the big towns of Southern Germany. It con­
sisted of British Officers among whom were Doctors and sists of wooden hutments, large and comfortable and has 
_ aplains. The quarters consisted of dormitories ar- a garden and a big playing field. The prisoners are 
ranged for groups of 15 to 90 prisoners. Please note moved on to Stalagluft as necessity arises, some, how-
that the dormitory with 90 beds was only temporary. The ever, stay a long time in the camp. The arrivals 
men's clothing was satisfactory, they were receiving a very variable. The avaitor prisoners who are woun 
good diet and were living under hygenic conditions. The are cared for in the hospital nearest to where they crash. 
hospital was well equipped. Religious services were held When they are cured they are evacuated to Dulagluft, 
regularly. The prisoners, who have varied intellectual which only takes men in perfect health. 

witA» 
•his Oflag made a favourable impression on the Pfr be.d5. » 'aW6 chairs- 1,F;'MV'1 P0'nt.s of 

Delegates. Relations being good between the authorities the aviator pnsoners are as well treated as it is possjble 
and the prisoners, the latter do not formulate any com- for them to be. They have good rooms, sitting room 
plaints but have expressed several wishes by the medium %v' ea'"-v chans, room foi games with ping pong, a piano, 
of the homme de confiance, which have been brought to chess, cards, radio, 
the notice of the authorities. 
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PRISON CAMP IN ITALY. 

SULMONA. 

Sulmona is a small town in the Abruzzi, about 100 
miles due east of Rome. It is a healthy spot and has a 
bracing climate. The Camp Commandant is reported 
to be a humane man and to appreciate the needs 
prisoners of war. The men live in hutments which 
built in the 1914-1918 war for Austrian prisoners, 
hutments are heated by stoves. There is a small h 
tal in the camp. 

STALAG XXI A. 

mp is made up of several buildings scattered 
in a town, an old factory, and an institute. The food is 
good and sufficient, the clothing satisfactory enough. 

STALAGLUFT. 
The Stalagluft is formed by an Oflag and a Stalag 

situated one beside the other. It is not far from the 

ments of modest ap­
ed by a small stove 

, ex-
built 

is This ca ap-
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ospi-

The British parachutists who made the raid on 
' Italy are detained there. There seems to be 

receipt of mail which was being investigated. 
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GERMAN UTILISATION OF THE WORK OF 
PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Th ies have fixed the rate of Pris-
he following basis: 

per month 
Lira 3,500 

„ 3,000 
2,600 

„ 2,000 
„ 1,600 

1,400 
„ 1,300 
,, 1,100 
„  r 2 ;  

at the outbreak of war was 

lie Italia 
of War' 

an authoriti 
s pay on t •oners 

We think it will interest our readers if we give a General of the Army, o: 
translation here of an article which appeared in a Ger- General of Army Corps 
man paper in the middle of last year. It gives fresh General of Division 
information about the work of prisoners in Germany. General of Brigade 

Colonel 

or designate 

Prisoners of War play a very important part in the Lieut. Colonel 
German economic system. Offsetting the many dilficul- Major 
ties involved in the feeding and treatment of Prisoners Captain 
Of War for their utilisation, the fact emerges that they Lieutenant 
can be very easily moved about. They are most gen- 2nd Lieutenant 
erally used in agriculture; they are, however, also used The rate of exchange 
during winter as much as possible as artisans and in 60 lira to the New Zealand pound. 
industry.. Concerning medical personnel and chaplains the 

service. Up to thj middle of 1940 two-thirds were thus f .Aht S,. ̂  

drafted into agriculture. The number of prisoners actu- " ^ ^ " 
ally working in Germany would be about a million and _ 
a half, out of which agriculture absorbs, roughly, a Medical Corps. 
million. A year ago there were only 650,000. Of the The International Committee has been officially in-
350,000 new prisoners, about half are Serbs and half formed that members of the Medical Corps employed in 
French, who have been transferred from French prison the prison camps and quarantine stations, will, in future, 
camps into Germany. According to a German paper, receive a supplementary food ration. 
French liberated for economic, legal or humanitarian 

are always replaced by prisoners transferred Merchant Marine 
ancc into the German camps. About the ra;ddle 0( the ycal. Geneva was informed 

that monthly payments would be made to sailor prisoners 
of the Merchant Marine, that officers and quartermasters 
would receive £2, and that members of the crew would be 
paid according to race, white men, £1 and men of colour 
10/- per month. 

950 
750 

E 

reasons 
from Fr 

to exploiting the work of prisoners as 
rationally as possible a card index of prisoners, indicat­
ing the professional knowledge of each, has been set up 
with great care. The declarations for this were particu­
larly difficult to achieve because of the lack of interpre­
ters. Working from this record the prisoners can be „ , , .. 
drafted into the activity where they will give the best ' ostal Connections, 
results. Generally, agriculture always has preference. An arrangement is under discussion between the 
Specialised workmen are only taken away when they can British Government and the Reich, by which all corres-

veniently be replaced. In order to utilise the work of pondence of British Prisoners of War and British in-
prisoners to the best advantage they are placed simul- terned civilians in Gel-many, and the German Prisoners 

taneously at the disposal of several enterprises. Arti- of War and interned civilians in the British Empire, will 
sanal undertakings are even combined that they may be henceforth be carried by Air Mail from Lisbon to Berlin, 
able to use the prisoners in common workshops. For the and vice-versa. 
special needs of agriculture flying columns have been set This has been officially confirmed and all 
,up and the men are sent wherever particularly pressing Prisoners of War in Germany is sent free, by 
work needs' to be done. between Portugal and Germany. 

, .  .  .  .  , ,  1 1 1 .  . , , , Some months ago the International Committee was 
In this regard, one should call to mind that, accord- officially informed that it was not possible to- allow 

ings to the League ot Nations, Prisoners of Far are not Prisoners of War to send telegrams to their families, 
employed in armament works. Only in exceptional cases can family telegrams be sent. 

Following up this information we give the follow- *ni th®ir urS<!"t lnature must be vouched for by the 
iner additional facts which were published later. Oamp Commandant. 

rd index system 'special note has been taken 
of workmen trained in building construction, metal work, In the mjddle of last an ordinance was jssued 
chemistry, agriculture, forestry work, and workers in by the German authorities laying down the following 
pits and quarries, especially those belonging to the most general rules governing ecclesiastical prisoners, 
important professional groups where there is lack of Religious services in prison camps may only be cele-
tramed personnel. In the winter of 1940-1941 most of bl.ated by ecclesiastical prisoners who have declined the 
these were employed in the trades they had learnt. right thcy have of repatriated. (Articles 9 and 12, 

Geneva Convention.) 
The Prisoners of W ar in the South-east work, almost in each camp the direction of religious services is 

without exception in agriculture. entrusted to a single chaplain, even if there are several 
Mission to Rome. in the camp. 

Religious services shall be celebrated in an enclosed 
Two Delegates from the International Committees space, which shall be kept for this use, or in the open air. 

were in Rome about the middle of the year in order to In the work detachments religious services are only 
investigate with the Italian Red Cross various questions, organised at the express desire of the prisoners. Chap-
among them many problems arising from the develop- lains who are not employed in the principal camps are 
ment of military operations in Africa and in the Medi- detailed for this service. They are not compelled to work, 
terranean. These conversations have contributed to mak- Wine for Mass and Holy Communion, wafers, candles, 
ing the work done between the Italian Red Cross and etc., shall be supplied by the camp authoritie 
Geneva more speedy and efficacious. Sermons must first be submitted to censor; 
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S STALAG V.I. B. 
the Commandos. There is a personal column, a story, I am writi 

theatre page, sport, a competition and crosswords. from my son, _ 
It advertises a mutual aid service. The following at Stalag VIII 

taken from the paper: from your Soci 
"A service for helping one another functions in the wishes me to co 

" 'sf.n,ot * question of selling nor even of ex- I also wish to thank the Societ 
, v, •f' ft0f ,n.!'11 b'-fhc'liras to to my boy, also for the prompt a 

comrades who do not have the happiness to receive par- have answered any enquiry I have 
PS?eTWf~' y<>U fr°m b0tt0m 

ones, many articles have already made others 
happy. 

Those who wish to benefit their comrades by goi 
of which they have a surplus are asked to bring them to Pi'e: 
hutment 28B on Wednesday from 8 to 11 o'clock. Dis- and 
tribution to comrades who need them will take place the 13 
same day between 11 and 4 o'clock." 

We are given to understand 
mandant considers this publication va 
feet it has on the morale of the pris 

it maintains between the car 

snth 
,500 
,000 
,600 
,000 ing to let you know I have received word 

Herbert George, who is a Prisoner of Wa-
B, that he is receiving parcels every w 
iety and is well pleased with same and 
jnvey his thanks to you. 

for their kindness 
rteous 
to you 
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,400 eek ,300 
,100 

is 
'.On 

e iy  
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way you 
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I have not yet heard from my other son who is P.O.W. 
but am sure he appreciates all that is done for him. 

My third son is still well and fit in Libya and is at 
mt resting after the big campaign, but is so far safe 

1.—Yours faithfully, (signed) ELSIE WILLIAMS, 
ad, Christchurch. 

tuna ern 

i; ods 
lers, 
heir wel 

Preston Ho 

aluable for^he^ef- STALAG VIII B., dated 1st September, 1941. 
'.s ?nd ior the From KEN ROIGAED. 

e woi • e- Dear Mother—At last we are able to write our 
letter home, but even in this I can't write all that I wo 
wish to owing to the lack of space. The treatment here 
is excellent and our sleeping quarters dry and warm. Each 
week we receive one Red Cross Parcel and 50 cigarettes 

. . . per man, so one hasn't anything to growl about. When 
ihe International Committee proposes to equip a sending parcels please don't forget my favourite choco-

Medical Depot at the free port of Geneva to enable them lates, also plenty of warm clothes. Give my love to all the 
to despatch medicines, instruments, surgical dressings, family and tell them all to write. We are allowed to write 
etc., without delay wherever these commodities are on£. post-card one week and one letter card the next, these 
lackmfr. of course will be to you and the news, if any, can be passed 

r dispensation for mer- on. The weather here is much colder than what we have 
delay of having to ask been used to and they say the snow in winter comes up 

to the windows so now you can judge better the clothes 
- eded. Keep your chin up little lady.—Love (signed) 

in- one 
mp an 1 in 

ure. 
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uld 

MEDICAL DEPOT OF THE 
RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. med 

lers 
ters 
I be 
our 

The ley have obtained a 
se and it will obviat 
'Ortaticn per 

rie national organisations of the Red Cross, the neeaei 
Industrial Unions and the big commercial firms would be KEN. 
asked to equip the Medical Depot with the necessary sup­
plies, and the reserves thus accumulated would be used 
to equip countries suffering from lack of such supplies. 

ACtUal\yacMndi^hTsyhoP1tCgeeS iT'no^ubffn From Dvr. GEORGE PEECIVAL BEAGG. 
iind the influenza epidemic of 1918). , Dear Mother and Family—I am very pleased to be 

able to write to you again, and to say that I am in good 
health and being well looked after; the Red Cross issue 

STALAG VIII B. one parcel of foodstuffs per man per week, so that helps 
From Gnr. JAMES KEITH BARCLAY. a lot. However, at the moment I hardly realize I am 

Sept, 14th, 1941 Writing of the Blitz: "We had a grKTan̂ TO 
terrible time of it . • • In a \vay I am glad to be out ot ajso f00(j Well I am very glad to say you can all write to 
it. Have just returned from Church. A prisoners orches- mf as 0ften as y0U iiiie ^y Air Mail. However, we will 
tra supplied really good music. The camp is well run and ^ave a very cold winter here with 6 feet of snow, so 
quite comfortable, food good. Red Cross suPP'y a useful Woollen underwear, pullovers, etc., would be helpful. You 

reel of food once a week, details later, ihe German caj, sen(j chocolate and clothing but no cake or foodsturts. 
guards are good chaps and give us a fair go. May go Qne -^Q ^ pai.cei every three months. Well I conclude 
out on a work party next week. wjtj1 jove 

- We get ^ce^'pnTon SeptDth, IMl.-t am pleased 
camif paper issued by the Germans which gives us an nlfTlfe same 
idea how things are going. It does not look as though I "nd the Red C 
will be away from this country for some time. Have just clothed, and the Red Cr 

hour's nap after Sunday dinner and am having a 
cocoa for afternoon tea while writing this letter 
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ale- to be able to write to 
the best of health and 

We are being well fed and 
oss look after our interests, so 
)t ill-treated. I send my love. 

the 
12, 

is will 
had don't worry as we are no 1 ral an 

of cup 
sed STALAG VIII B. 

From SGT. R. L. PARK. 
September 14th, 1941.—Well another week has passed 

and still the same. My only address now Sgt. R. L. Park, 
22037, British Prisoner of War, Stalag VIII B, Germ 
The weather is now very cold. I am quite well. If you 

47 l̂ dTlSSr  ̂one Jy^of 

The weather has been wo 
morning with beautiful days." 

nderful, slight frost in the nr. 
nly 
ap-
are STALAG VIII B. 

From R. R. SPRAGUE. 
any. rk. 

Ies, 

5 



Kin. I wish that I was back home. We get one Red 
oss parcel of food every week and they are very good, 
ell now I will say good luck and lots of love. 

STALAG VIII B. 
Cr rporal B. H. LANG, dated 21st Sept., 1941. 

ar Mum and Dad,—I'm at a loss as what to say 
as there is not much happens here to write about. Don't 
send the balaclava, scarf, gloves, as they will be issued 
next month. We have been issued with new battle dress, 
woollen singlet, underpants and sox, also new boots and a 
great-coat; so we are fairly well clothed. 

From Co W Do 

STALAG VIII B. 
From DVR. R. S. AGNEW, 

Sept., 1941.—To-day I am feeling in great fettle 
improved in health one hundred per cent, since 

amp. The weather over the last week has 
also; cold, slightly hazy mornings 

to follow. When I woke up the other 
rly train whistling half a mile 

ught I was back home again. When we were wj:fe jyjrs " 
spent the time looking at the country and Dunedin "Y 
passed through some of the most beautiful artl sett|e(j jn 

ive ever seen. The houses in their settings jt about ^e f( 
"id green paddocks were just what you see in has t in touch 

. A lot of the crops ooked strange to me but I parl.,f1 and cirar( 
em leading in at one place with the fr 
nd with three horses just as we used to 

om u 
28th r 

and have impro 
I came to this c: 
been beautiful , 
lovely sunny day 

ning and hea 
away I tho 
coming here I 
believe me 
places I ha 
of trees 
pictures 
saw the 

with a STALAG XVIII A. 
A letter has been received from Pte. George Taylor, 

from Stalag XVIII A, written 16th August, 1941, by his 
wife. Mrs. N. Taylor, 44 Normanby Street, St. Kilda, 

Ve have had a pretty hard time, but now we 
" this camp and I would not have believed 

ood; we get plenty to eat and the Red Cross 
with us and we have received a food 

cigarettes." 

rd an mor 

we 

i the ame on 
do so of 

sa-
dr ten. ay a 

STALAG XVIII D. 
STALAG VIII B From NEVILLE WILLIAM ALLEN: 

.....*S3SSSM^aSSB 
ell and in good health. I am a Prisoner of Wax in settled down in a village and are doing any sort of jobs 

WaTwoSndfd^n"r'iglftToot6 0nLoftetwo^to^r^Fo^t^ K "  which require doin^ 80 are keePing fit" 
Weather cold like New Zealand winter time. 

14th Sept., 1941.—The weather here is very cold and 
I guess it won't be long before we have snow, 
have some warm clothes so guess I will be O.K. You can 
send one parcel of clothing and chocolate every three 
months. I have some good friends here and we share 
our Red Cross parcels between us. Meals quite fair. Mv 
toes are nearly O.K. again so there is no need to worry ; _ 

am O.K. Enjoyed my birthday in Germany. Thc 
country itself is very similar to most of our own country 
in New Zealand and the men I have met have treated us 
very decently. Climate is much different from Greece and 
we are getting used to the cold. May go out to work as Sundays we coo 
soon as I am fit as it will be much better than doing noth- fritters, etc. We 
ing. Think of the good times to come when I come back have much more f 
.  .  .  .  a n d  c h i n s  u p  . . .  .  

uite w 

STALAG 306 XVIII D. coi 
Ho om J. B. F. WHITEHORN, dated 28/9/41. 

There are 14 of us here and we all live in a house by 
ourselves, with 2 guards. During the day we go out to 
different farms and work and come back at night. I work ' 
for a very nice old lady, whose husband died two years 
ago. We get on famously, especially as I have picked up 
quite a bit of German. She feeds me very well, plenty of 
milk, vegetables, bread and things and although I w 
12 to 14 hours a day it is doing me a lot of good. ' 
Red Cross have been sending some great parcels and on 

ook some great concoctions of tinned stuff, 
really very lucky to be here and we 

dom than I imagined we would have. 

Fr \ V '_  w r  

a? 
I 

ork 
Tiu-

are 
ree 

STALAG VIII B. 
STALAG VIII B. 
From Cpl. M. B. SHAW, dated 13/9/41. 

From Cpl. HERBERT K. MAY, dated 3/10/41. 
. . . should be able 

are again with a few you each week now that we have been registered. We are 
hing is O.K. with me. now in Germany and find it very cold after the hot cli-

have clean and com- mates, however we have been issued with some wa 
sleep in with a wood clothes so are feeling better. Here we get a Red Cn 

nd good washing facil- food parcel each week which helps a lot. Have caught 
> parcel every week and v/ith a lot of my mates here and have seen quite a 
we live pretty well. The countries in my travels. You will have to give the 

issue of 50 a week, the news as we can only write to our next of kin, etc. I 
I want you to send £5 hope that this finds you all in the best of health as it 

oss as a mark of ap- leaves me here. Am expecting to go out to work any time 
for Prisoners of War. now. Please give my love to all and I hope that you're 

having decent weather. Cheerio, love—BERT. 

_ jar Mother.—From now on I: 
each week now that we have bee 
in Germany and find it very coia 

• we have been issued with so 
ter. Here we get a 

to write Do 
M nd Dad—Here we l)c um i  an _ 

u know that 
:ar 
o 1 lines to let yov 

Conditions here 
fortable barrack 
wool 
ities. We receive 
with this on top of 
Red Cross also g 

acceptable I 
of my allotme 
iation for wha 

eryt eve 
ood, are ver 

ms. 
we y gooci, w 

bunks to 
mple wal 

Red Cr 
' our rati 

ive us a cigarette 
very acceptaoie i assure you. 
out of my allotment to the Red Cr 
preciation for what they are doing 

STALAG VIII B. 
om Driver HOUSTON, 

12th Oct., 1941.—"Well 
ing about me now. We have 
and it's heaven compared to wnat we've been tnrougn. eve 
Good food, a Red Cross Parcel every week, 50 State Express We 
cigarettes a week, new battle dress, O.C. boots, 2 shi 

rm 
roo 
d a 

oss 
mattress ater -a an 

civ 
nt up 
lot of 
folks 

oss 
ons 
•itra 

STALAG VIII B. 
om E. W. LEEDER, dated 9/9/41. 

We are in a lovely camp here, really a model one, 
rything is clean and comfortable and we are well fed. 

a Red Cross parcel once a week and 50 cigarettes. 
2 parcels contain tinned fruit, meat, cocoa, ovaltine, 

tea, sugar, chocolate, cheese and margarine, about 19 
things in each usually. We can get clothing and sho 
from home now and again, but it would be best to get 

h with the local Red Cr* 
14th Sept., 1941.—I have no complaints to offer. I 

have volunteered to go out working in N.C.O. party as 
have been a bombadier since the 26th of last May. I 
't know when we go, but I hope it is a good job. The 

all cooking, heating up food. We get 

Fr 
you can stop all your worry-
shifted to a permanent camp 

what we've been through, 
"ery w 

I'-! 

get 
Tii" cigarettes a week, new oauie aress, u.^. DOOCS, Z snircs, 

bunks, mattress and blanket. We get an issue of margar­
ine, jam, meat paste, l/5th loaf bread and 5-6 boiled spuds 
each day. They have a jazz band, brass band, string band, 
church, picture theatre and a concert every night here. 
You can send 1 clothing parcel in 3 months. The Red 
Cross, Geneva, will notify you about that. Honestly it's 
as good a life as the Army. You can get all the medical 
and dental treatment you want. It snowed here to-day 
but the barracks are quite warm. 

% 
touch nss. 

I 
don 
boys are our Red 
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Cross parcel to-day. I had mine on Thursday, 
just eaten a chocolate paste that I made with sugar, cocoa 
and milk powder. I made half a cup full. We "live quite 

here; aiso get plenty of ovaltine, marmite in the 
parcels. We have had quite a bit of rain h 
ground is very wet and muddy. I will be going to 
other concert to-morrow night if I am lucky. There 
100 going out of the barrack room. The concerts 
very good, too. I believe one of the chaps must be a pro­
fessional entertainer 

I have we beat them. One night the Medical Corps was 
lenged by the others to a general knowledge test; I was 

d we won the test. There is a canteen 
we can buy a few articles such as razor blades, 

books, ink and pencils. I have bought a few 
souvenirs here to take home. I am almost sure to see 
England on the way home. I will go to Scotland too. 

chal-

in our team, 
whei'e 
note 

an( well 

are 
are 

STALAG XVIII A. 

DULAG, F.P., VII B. From Pte. FREDERICK J. McCONCHIE. 
„ T T Tir-ii- TT , ^ . Sept. 1st, 1941.—Well here I am dropping these few 
From Leslie William Houston. Dated 21/9/41. lines from a working camp out in the forest. We came in 

A letter at last. I am sure missing yours. I am quite at mid-day because of rain and have been here a week 
well and still happy, although it would be much nicer to "0VY 1antl Rlen,ty of rain; I. don't 
be free. The food is quite good and every Tuesday and p „ , 0Hie es burning as 
Friday we get tomatoes and grapes from the Red Cross. • get ,a , ' Cross parcel and fags each week 
Sometimes bread and cigarettes. Each day we get quarter Is a godsend so don t you send anything, wait till the 
loaf of bread besides our stew. I am working in a car homecoming then for a spree and blow out which won't 
garage in town. The Germans there treat us very well be rng let 9 hope. This country is fine with Baltic pines 
and we don't do much work. Jt is just like working at tTd Breen, fic,ds S?' J"1' be very cold in winter, but 
home- 6 they supply us with clothing according to climate. We 

have five blankets but only one at present for cover. There 
: twenty to a room in double deckers and a good stove 
centre of room. 

:e 
to want 

I a 
you to worry, 
loing all right. 

which 
m d 

are 
in OFLAG VI B. 

From 2nd Lt. WILLIAM HALES REID. Dated Sept., 1941. 
Dear Mum,—Great kicks to-day. Received your 

ters dated 29/5/41 and 11/6/41; very pleased to get them. 
If you are not, send letters Pan American Airways, get 
here much \auicker. My weight now 14st., so quite O.K. 

OFLAG VI B. 
let-

I thought I would drop you a note and let you Know 
that I had received a letter from my boy who is a pris­
oner in Oflag VI B, Germany. In the course of his re­
marks he said how thrilled they were to be receiving 
Red Cross parcels which at the time of writing, Sept. 
14th, were arriving weekly, and ever so grateful for 
the help; in his own words he says the boys will support 

Aug. 17th, 1941.—I am still fit and doing well. I re- 'he. Rted Cross to1 the rest of their lives whe,, they re­
ceived a parcel from the Red Cross. It contained I tin tmn nome. 
cocoa, tin milk powder, tin marmalade, tin N.Z. honey, ,, (J,n conclusion may I offer you my 
tin salmon, tin pilchards, tin sardines, tin meat, tin sal- f" t.he Society « doing for our prisoners I was f 

m and shrimp paste, tin fruit salad tin peas, tin mar- ' fTlf by the Phmmerton Red Cross 
garine, pkt. cheese, i pkt. dates, Jib chocolate, pkt. bis- L' ™ Z . H y T H tP T 
cults and a cake of soap. Rather wonderful. We expect to Sf'-fj,-. ° ?? u J® i"? • /tl my?el£ 

fn NT aS ̂  " noVoTt' 1 ite 't "oKh^'i mTss ^ oration of C'Vo^ yo,S £ 
Is fruit ^ke. We^get ^ MAY MACKENZIE, Levin, 
much appreciated after being three months without them. 
We also get vegetables, fish and some meat. Sourcrout CAMp0 CONCENTRAMENTO, CAPUA, ITALY, 
is not bad. When we received our first parcel we were like 
kids opening a Christmas stocking. The weather is much From P. G. FORDHAM, dated Sept. 9th, 1941. 
better now—quite hot I am learning the German Ian- We al,e now in an offlcial ison c and are be. 
guage. A German kmdiy offered to teach anyone who was ing V(!ll looked after by the Ri,d Cross Society. Qnce 
interested. I have seen a good part of the world. a week the prisoners receive a parcel, containing food of 

Aug. 22nd, 1941. I am quite fit. Am well fed and ajj sorts> mostly tinned, and the one I received had a 
decently treated. The Red Cross have a few privileges. srnaii tin of Imperial Bee honey. With what we get from 
The scenery is beautiful. Some of the scenes very much parcei anci the food supplied by the Italians we are 
like N.Z. One piece exactly like that at Monawai bridge. being quite well fed. We have been here nearly a week 

is similar to our silver beech. There are quite now and the cIimate is iike at home, totally different from 
a number of fine homes and beautiful gardens. It has being in the desert in Libya. I am quite well and have 
been cold here for the last few days. There was some not been wounded 

SThe011^ ^rbrrep^rilS InTtS .h Sept 21st, 1941._It was July 6th when : 
l^havef mac^a1 large n^mbe^o^fr^nc^. ^Tt^s'^e mkldFe ^0^^ KS' Sowe^eTs^e of the boy! 

New Zealand We have a library now. We were issued O",. The camp here is well organised and we are being 

a . •  " • * "  
tests, general knowledge tests and spelling bees in the Sept. 28th, 1941.—There has been quite a lot of 
evenings during the week and a very good concert every yellow jaundice going around the camp since we arrived, 
Saturday night. Last week the Doctors challenged us and apparently due to the change of diet lately, and 

STALAG XVIII A. 

From Pte. BARWELL. 

humble thanks for 
for-

mo 

The forest 

I arrived in 

no t  

now 

7 



yours truly has got it. It sounds as though I must have begging, scrounging, or stealing, and then distributing such 
jiged a lot when I say I am an^inmate of the ^Infirmary/' things as cigarettes, soap, writing paper, toilet paper, or 

is certainly some time since I had sheets on my bed and charge of all recreation and have got a good committee 
wire mattress to sleep on, so no doubt it is appreciated, on the go to make things as interesting as 
suppose I will be here a week or may be longer, but it the men. We've put out what seems a good programme 

is really having the right diet to cure it. to fill part of every morning and evening. In the morn-
The Camp here is in quite good surroundings. It is lugs we'll have lectures and debates and in the evenings 

in the middle of a farming district, although we cannot cricket matches, athletic meetings, concerts, community 
see much on account of the country being flat. A river sings and so on. And then for the off times we're trying 
flows not far from the Camp, and a few miles away to make available card, chess and draught competitions, 
the land rises into hills and mountains. Mt. Vesuivius ping-pong, deck tennis, darts and courses of instruction in 
is thirty or forty miles away, and looks a rare sight at any subjects for which we can get a class and a teacher, 
night with flames belching from it continually. During So far I haven't had a minute to myself since I started 
the day all that is visible is a cloud of steam or smoke the job and I'm enjoying it. The men are all jolly dec 
issuing from it. chaps and I have a good strong body of Christian lads 

round me that give me hopes for big things. And after 
all this upheaval comes another that had given me a touch 

. of real joy. Yesterday I was up at the hospital to say 
ice last writing to you ateout my son 9619 Driver good-bye to and watch the departure of a hundred badly 

C. M. Murdoch who is still officially missing since the wounded men who are being sent back home. I could have 
battle of Crete, I am pleased to say I have had another cried as I saw their child-like joy and excitement. It was 
letter from him from Crete. It was written on August a beautiful thing and to know that the poor beggars arc 
15th, 1941 and bears the postmark of September 8th. getting home and they are only the forerunner of other 
His address is given as "Prisoner of War Camp, Crete," like parties was a great happiness. John Hiddlestone and 
and he expects to be able to write a weekly letter and McConchie went with them as chaplains and that was 
says I will be able to write to him at that address, another source of great satisfaction. They are both good 
He, with others, is conveyed each morning by. lorry to chaps, but too old for this game and it was good 
a German camp, where he helps cook the food and is them on their way back home. You won't build up anv 
taken back to their own camp again at night. The treat- hopes on this, will you? I'd like better than anything in 
ment is good, food the same as the Germans receive and the world to get back to you, you know, or at least to 
a daily ration of six cigarettes. be able to keep in regular touch with you, but I've quite 

Now I hope with this definite information to guide decided that there is a work for me to do here and I've 
you that we may soon have him officially located as a elected to stick it out with the men as long as I can work 
Prisoner of War and not merely "missing." with them. It wasn't an easy decision to make because 

I think I could have regained my repatriation if I'd sought 
it, but I was able to make up my mind through being quite 

this is what you would want me to do under the 
My love to everybody. 

we can for 

t 

ent 

CRETE. 
Sin 

i g 
to see 

GREECE. e that sur 
circ A PADRE WRITES: cumstances. 

I'm trying to get in my weekly word to you before GERMANY, 
the wind comes up and starts blowing things all over the 8th geptember JJ.,!, 
place. Greece continues to give us regular time-table , f ' ....i;,.. letters have been irettinu through 
climate We were told that August would be windy and let Pu kJw that fl.om the day j captUred I've 
" iS;u Gl'eaJ ,;v'nd b!°w "P through the daytime had no'worljeg and have been abll, t0 go about my work 
and thmgs fly about all oyer the place But late at night in diff(,1.(,nt prisoner o( War hospitals in Greece. Three 
" dies down, keeps quiet in the early morning and in w(.ek!. j waf. shifted with a bi t to this estab, 
spite of the wind the days are still warm and cloudless. Ii8he(, camp in Gcrmany. j am boping that ! may Ket 

Next month we are told to expect rain. Well, this has w01.k yH.r(. or in some other men's camp, but that isn't 
been quite an eventful week Then the next item of setlled t M[.aI,„.hile ii(e here is fine. It is a huge 

was a general post Our convalescent camp in the iet o( the countryi very weii iaM out with 
inged to a straight out prison camp for men who l3wns t!,ee8i flowerS| tidy paths and new buildings. Our 

have, pretty well lecovered fiom then wounds and all the barracks are warm and clean and meals are quite adequate, 
medical people and chaplains were shifted to the hospital Eat,b wc(,k we t 50 cii;al.ettes from the Rod Cross and 
except for a staff required to look after the camp This a ^a(rI1ificent f06od parcel with 16 different articles of food 
consists of two doctors, one dentist, 50 medical orderlies d c*ke of f ct you hav<i aiready been notified 
a quarter-master and a chaplain. I am the chaplain and ah t what send usf Noti(,e new m,mbei, and 
my colleagues are all Englishmen. So on Saturday after- ai,dres w()S,t you amI pUt it jn anythi1,g you send. I 
noon I saw my friends depart and began my work as am jus{ as fit 'and'well c„uld be. You have nothing 
official and lone camp chaplain. The first step was a move at „ w about Wi, are bei sb(ra.n €ve p0s5ibie 

from the tent to a room of my own in the officers' hut. consideration and our conditions are really good. When 
A big airy room it is, furnished with a bed table, chair maj| b j t0 an.ive ,,,, be on t0p 0f the world, 
and bookcase—a fine comfortable home, with quiet for & 

work when I want it and any amount of room for inter- 19th October, 1941. -
views and classes. And work is now delightfully plentiful. Dearest Family, 
In addition to having all the worship—two services and My hopes of being kept with the men here as thrfir 
Communion every Sunday morning and evening, prayers chaplain look as if they are to be realised. The other 
every day and two Bible classes a week—I have all the officers have been shifted, but Hiddlestone and I w 
comforts to look after—paying the men the pocket money le^t and there is plenty to do. Winter has begun, but we 
provided by the Red Cross and another small payment arc comfortable enough not to be troubled by the cold. I 
which I collect from officers and paid orderlies; collecting, shall be sending a phofo with my next letter. 

tii 

ent . ^ 
s cha wa 

ha^ 

ma a ens 
all Engli 

my friends dep 
nd lone camp chaplai: 

ere 

TOLAN PRINT,^Wellington 
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