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Pamphlet No. 5. August, 1942 

Prisoners of War Pamphlet 
ISSUED BY 

The Joint Council of the Order of St. John and The New Zealand 
Red Cross Society 

SICK AND WOUNDED FUND 
Hon. Assistant Editor—Mrs. J. W. JACK. Hon. Editor—Mr. J. ABEL" 

All the official information supplied is taken from the monthly bulletin issued by the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. 

Next-of-kin are invited to send copies of letters to any of the below mentioned offices. 
Please do not send any letters posted from Prisoner of War Camps, dated earlier than March, 
1942. Also make sure that the date of the letter is given, also Camp when known. 

If you do not desire the name of the prisoner of war to be published with his letter, please 
make this clear when forwarding copy and the name will be deleted. 

Shortage of paper does not allow us to publish copies of groups of prisoners, and as these 
are extensively published in several leading New Zealand weekly journals, next of kin are re­
quested therefore not to send in photographs of groups. ' 

Relatives "are requested to send pictures, particularly of camps, for reproduction in this 
pamphlet. 

The Editor. 

HEADQUARTERS AND WELLINGTON: 
96 Tory Street, Wellington. 

P.O. Box 139, Te Aro Wellington. 
Telegraphic Address: "JOINTCIL." 

AUCKLAND PROVINCE: 
Bank of New Zealand Chambers, 

Swanson Street, Auckland. 
P.O. Box 247, Auckland. 

OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND PROVINCES: 
2nd Floor, Queen's Buildings, Princes St., Dunedin 

P.O. Box 456, Dunedin. 

CANTERBURY & WESTLAND PROVINCES: 
105A Cashel Street, Christchurch. 

P.O. Box 1098, Christchurch. 
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SIX ORGANISATIONS. THEATRE: comedies. 715; indoor games, 31,623; cinemas, 

of Bure™"t Geneva Slt'despatcM of'lVta, 
Sn? «f0^»ceU&tt^ta^p 
Agency of Prisoners of War which serves as intermediary be- book9- ... . . . 
tween the camp leaders of the camps visited by the Interna- Prom the numbers of publications specially edited for pris-
tional Committee Delegates and these organisations: The onea-s of war one would mention the following: "Suggestions for 
Y.M.C.A., International Bureau of Education, Commission Programmes of Activities," "A.B.C. of the German Language," 
Oecumenical for the Spiritual Help of Prisoners of War. Euro- "Plan for Studies in Agriculture," "Programme of Physical 
pean Fund for the Help of Students, International Association Education," "Advice to those who wish to produce Plays." 

. of Librarians, all of Geneva; Swiss Catholic Mission for the This work of humanitarian mutual help, without any re-
Help of Prisoners of War (Fribourg)'. ligious distinctions, this organisation conscious of its Christian 

Since the beginning of hostilities the Y.M.C.A., after responsibility to brothers in distress, this undertaking whose 
having obtained the necessary permission from the Governments budget for 1941 reached nearly a million Swiss francs, is 
concerned, set about their work in most of the countries detain- made possible by the gifts and contributions of members and 
ing prisoners or internees. The Secretaries of the Universal friends of the Y.M.C.A. in several neutral countries and in the 
Committee, having fixed the basis of the work according to United Sta 
local conditions, appointed experienced men to visit the camps 
and there organise the woi'k. 
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Sh SERVICE OF INTELLECTUAL AID. i S Fortified by their principles the Christian Unions strive to . . . , . 
help the prisoners to resist the moral and intellectual apathy Created in 1939, at the beginning of the war, the Service 
which menaces them and prepare them to take up again one day 0i' Intellectual Aid to Prisoner's of War of the International 
their normal life. The spheres into which they carry their pro- Bureau of Education was not called upon to give its full ser-

of action are: instruction and reading, mutual help, vice until the end of the summer of 1940. The lapse of time 
piritual and religious life, sport and recre- between the commencement of hostilities and the sudden augmen-

rk. the arts (music, singing, theatre, tation in the number of prisoners was utilised in organising the 
technique of the work. 

o regularly visit the camps of pris- The work was divided into two sections; that of collective 
the essential task of promoting the consignments of books sent to the camp leaders and that of the 

of stimulating their social activities individual consignments, in response to the particular needs of 
the prisoners themselves those men each prisoner, the only section that had functioned up to that 

les as professors and teachers. These time. The organisation of "Universities of Captivity" in so: 
s assure, as much as possible an efficacious collabora- camps retained the particular attention of the section of coll 
;en the military authorities, the camp leaders and the tive consignments, while the families of the prisoners mar 

~nd advise the Central Bureau at Geneva utilised the section of individual consignment 
1 what material should be despatched to -po get some idea of the amount of work involved, it is only 

the camps. The sending of material is done through the offices necessary to quote two sets of figures; to the first of July, I 
of the "Help for Prisoners of War'; at Berlin, Paris Marseilles, 1940| thl. Servjcf, had sent i)arely a thousand volumes, and twelve 

w, Calcutta, Cairo, London, New York, months later, the 30th June, 1941, the number of works sent 
the Central Bureau at Geneva. reached the figures of 49,983. Of these volumes 33,070 had been 

distributed to the libraries of the camps, and .16,913 had been 
CIRCULATING LIBRARIES. sent in response to individual requests. 

. . .  . .  •  .  . . .  ~  J  —  ,  O A  i i These statistics should be completed by 
Circulating libraries consisting of 15 to 20 volumes and cam sutiplied. whereas, at the beginnins of the summer of 

packed in small cases reach tht smallest and most distant work 1940 th(, Service was jn tollcll with 11 doZ(in c jt 

detachments. Other libraries consisting of 40 books on agn- had jtuWishea contact with 170 camps, scattered throughout 
culture accompanied by a small text book are specially designed all y,,, contiMnts by the 6nd of junei 1941 without counting 
for technical study c.rcles. The artistic hie » maintained by th(. s of ,nilital,y internees in Switzerland to which the 
the sending of musical mstruments (from pianos to mouth Se,-vice also extends its help, 
organs), material for painting, sculpture or other artistic , .v . . • .-c 
work. Sports goods and indoor games help to employ the long Host of the books were scwiitlfic wo 
hours of captivity. one can estimate the value of the bcKiks sent by the 

. I f. -11 4- t , , up to the end of June, 1941, at nearly 250,000 Swiss francs. The following figures illustrate the importance of the work ' 
which has been accomplished these last tw 

ptember, 1939, to December, 1941, more than 500,000 

J&UTtS . A director of th, of a "University of Captivity" 
every continent. We give the following summary of statistics of e"""> tl"" information ,n his report: 
consignments during that period by the centres of Geneva, Ber- The special lectures take place each day, expect Sundays, 
lin, Warsaw, Belgrade. Stockholm. Paris, Marseilles, London, after the midday meal and the evening meal from 6 to 8.30; 
New York, Toronto, Cairo, Jerusalem, Melbourne and Calcutta, they deal with the following subjects: French grammar, Latin. 

BOOKS: scientific, instructive, religious, various, 509,930. Grfk- Cevman. mathemat.cs book-keeping (elementary, sec-
TiiTTTOTr. • 1 -  -L  ,  •  T  II  1 oocn ondary, advanced), sciences, theology, philosophy. Each even-
MUSIC: violins, guitars, saxophones, violincellos, etc., ^,359, jng from g to 8.30 also, three lectures or discussions of 

o^^oniCS' 3,634; accordians, 260; gramophones, 658; records, general nature treat with very varied subjects: questi 
3,296; scores, 9,473; sheet music, 14,700. l^w, civil, commercial, administrative or financial; of pedagogy; 

SPORT: Footballs, etc., 4,651; ping-pong and tennis balls, applied science; Bible studies;, architecture; Greek; Latin; 
12,186; complete ping-pong sets, 943; boxing gloves, 440; equip- French; Provencal, etc. The students who form the groups 
ment, shorts, tights, shoes, 990; complete cricket sets, 19; small for the special courses of lectures are small in numbers but 
cases of sporting goods, Y.M.C.A., 623; small cases sporting they are most assiduous. One would estimate the i 
goods, British Red Cross, 27. of the general lectures in 

MATERIAL for EDUCATION: blackboards, compasses, . Except for certain special 
set squares, water colours, oils, etc., 15,298. mostly by 
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; cinemas, leisure by adding to their general information, however, some 
students of civil or commercial law, book-keeping, medicine or 
theology follow their studies to complete their courses. 

Five professors are officially recognised by fhe German 
authorities. They are helped by several voluntary professors 
and lecturers. The teaching body is composed of people who 
hold diplomas for their special line of instruction, professors, 

doctors of law, civil engineers, mining and electrical 
who hold fellowships in mathematics, archi-

the mo 
the Eu 

June, 1940, and from that time the 
European Fund was directed towards the prison camps. 
Its first task was to rediscover the university stud 

among the mass of prisoners and the places where "they were 
detained. With the permission of the German authorities a 
questionnaire was distributed in the camps to enable the stu­
dents to give all particulars of their'previous studies, the exam­
inations they had in view, and the books they needed. Con­
tact was not slow at being established by this questionnaire / 
thanks to the collaboration of the International Committft 
the Secretaries of the Y.M.C.A., ' -

OECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. deuces that STKro^n'pSiSVa. in 
The Oecumenical Council of the Churches, which represents r„NTA^{ HH" t  

almost all of the Churches except the Church of Rome, decided, ? i f ^i.8'000 students; ,t se 
the beginning of the war, to constitute an Oecumenical Com- Sd e° yas we f as exercisj S Sncils and 

mission for the Spiritual Aid of Prisoners of War. From then 
it has worked under its own responsibility in full autononn r  n orisonprs wh o  have  h  n r  I  th i  Uleal - -4 sffle xsrafjstzmt HiEv »HS, ... *fnse»8»a»AKsi s ±xtrr* 
Testaments, and religious literature to these communities and 
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rous intellectuals have enabled centres of study to be 
created in which the prisoners can occupy their interminable 
leisure time. They find, in following a definite course, of work, 
a reason for being and for hoping; and work, conforming to the 
French programmes, at, perfecting themselves in their own 
fession or in preparing their examinations.-

Similar organisations exist in the Belgian and English 
the initiative of the European Fund the University 

usanne as well as several French Universities have adopted 
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els or other Biblical works and also 7,000 religious writings. by th 
The Commission proposes to distribute to the Russian pris- they need. - , ,. 

oners Bibles, New Testaments and Gospels in considerable , Recently the European I und occupied itself more partreu-
quantites larly with a camp established in West Prussia where 3,000 can-Awttswftwsravs 
"Evangelisches Hilfswerk" (a German organisation which is During these last weeks the activities of the European 
charged by the Churches of the Reich to respond to the spiritual Fund have undertaken a fresh extension, and by hundreds the 
needs of the Protestants in the army, or prisoners in enemy new requests come from the camps. Most of these requests 
hands, and who undertakes to see to the spiritual life in sotpe of are in relation to the specialised works that the fund buys 
the camps in Germany), Bibles and religious literature have new from the publishers, sometimes in Switzerland, sonietimes 
been supplied to prisoners. And that the Protestants in the France where it has had great assistance from the French 
work detachments may not be completely isolated the Evangel- ^e(;' Cross, the administration of the Service of Prisoners ol 
isches Hilfswerk has agreed to distribute sermons written ^ ar, and the Central Committee of Prisoners of War at Pans, 
in their own tongue twice a month to the prisoners in Germany, Up to the present the European Bund has sent into Germany 
and to see that they are supplied with Bibles and Gospels, if, for more than 20,211 books suitable for university studies, a'most 
one reason or another, they cannot be sent from Geneva. all new, as well as many tens of thousands of exercise books 

and notebooks. Actually these, consignments are made at che 
Vice-president of the Commission has twice had occa- 1.a1;e 0f j^oO to 1,200 parcels per month; each of them contains 

sion to visit camps of French and British prisoners in Germany. tw. 
These visits have helped to make more direct contact between 
the prisoners and the Commission, and to strengthen the par­
ishes in the camps in their will to bear witness to the faith they 
hold. 
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ean Fund attends to the ;o this effort, the Europ 
intellectual needs of German and Italian students, who, for the 
most part are imprisoned many thousands of miles- from their 
own country. In Canada the European Fund has the. assistance 

The activities of the Commission have been able to be main- of a Secretary who visits the camps and offers the students 
tained thanks to the financial help of the various Churches the same service as is given to the university student prisoners 
(especially American Churches) and the generous aid of the in Germany. Already hundreds of books have been, bought in 
Swiss public, who give books and money. The greatest proper- the countries overseas where the German and Italian prisoners 
tion has been supplied by the "American Bible Society" which are held, in Canada, Australia, Ceylon and Egypt. Moreover, 
has assisted with its funds in the despatch of Bibles, New Testa- a very great number of special works which are impossible to 

ts and Gospels into the camps. procure in these countries have been sent from Switzerland. 
Up to the 31st December, 1941, the European Fund had 

. - *T,»rr>oTTX' omTTr^xTTc devoted about 60,000 francs to its work for Prisoners of War, 
UNIVERSITY STUDEN1S. which is only one branch of the work it accomplishes to help 

the »h^d^ 
help to the young university students who, torn from their After the departure oi the interned French s< 
studies, might be subjected to the rigours of prolonged captivity. Swiss Catholic Mission for the Help of Prisoners of 
However, the problem only became great after the events of tinued its charitable activities to twelve thousand Fol 
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several hundreds of English and Belgians held in Switzerland, to enjoy it. Frenchmen wait on us with meals. We get little 
by answering requests for prayer books, articles of piety and more rations than the working parties. We have wonderful 
religious music. The mission also sent regularly to priests, quarters. On my birthday the boys had a good turn out for 
who were prisoners of war, the wafers and wine they needed me. We get one bottle of beer per day each. All saved up for 
for Mass. the week. I have been to a football match. The New Zealenders £ 

The search for the missing, done in collaboration with beat the Tommies 15—3. Please send socks, slippers, boot-laces, ? 
Red Cross International Committee was one of the impor- underclothes and any ai-ticles you think useful. Thanks to the 

t activities of the Mission. It attended to important com- Red Cross for their help, 
m u n i c a t i o n s  f r o m  I t a l i a n s  w h o  h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i n  F r a n c e ,  ^  .  r i  .  . T r ^ T - , - r  .  ,  ,  D , 0 / / i n  
messages relative to births, death, marriages, etc. Sometimes From Pte. G. A. HANKE x ,  dated 8/^/4^. 
there was news of civilians fhterned in West Africa. Well, Mu 

Independently of the sending of prayer books and religious pleased to rec 
works, the Book Service has Edited and printed 10,000 copies Thank you very 
of "The Prayer Book of the Catholic Soldier" (which has been parcel. We went for 
sent to the military interned French in Switzerland, and to had a very heavy fall 
the French prisoners in Germany), as well as the "Prayer the people"out ski-ing:. 
Book for 
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the Christian Soldier" intended for English prisoners. Played football yesterday, won 6—0. THE PEOPLE AROUND >*, 
the Swiss Catholic Mission for the Help of Prisoners US ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WIRE HAVING A 

mites its efforts to all that is done in Switzerland, TOUGH TIME, NO FAGS, CADGING THEM OFF US. 
ilar that done by the Red Cross International Com- Dated 5/2/42. We have a very big hospital here, holding 

accomplish the work of charity incumbent on them just on 400 patients of all kinds of skin diseases and sickness. ' 
jat and dolorous trial that the world is enduring:. I am workinsr in the skin ward and like it very much. We,are 
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From N. D. BEATTIE, dated 30/1/42. 
Dated 22/2/42. Your parcel has not yet reached us, but I 

expect it soon as some New Zealand parcels have arrived. The 
Red Cross parcels of eatables are still coming regularly, and 
believe me they are a godsend which we should be absolutely 
lost without. The concerts here are wonderful—frocking and 

' ' ing excellent. "Cinderella," which has just finished 
was worthy of production anywhere. The feminine roles were 
wonderful. "Show Boat" is the next attraction and is said to 
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C.Q.M.S. in 

From G. PHILLIPS. 
Dated 4/2/42. 

mar book and do 
for 

row a German-English gr 
a little study but find it rather hard to < 

long; just can't be bothered yet. Also spend 
es which helps to pass the time, not wona« 

er as we have a machine to roll them on. Last be th 
week we had a visit from an English Padre, he is visiting all now 
camps and hospitals to see if there are any complaints that on S 
can be rectified; he was pleased we had very little to worry 
about here in hospital. 

I sometime 
little stud 

ng; ji 
banda 

s bor am-
con- acting bei 

ccntrate 
some time rolling 
too bad a job eithi 

too 
etion am 
The job we are on 

ownship and districts 
•ally). I have just 
immensely. 

e best yet a 
entitles us to go 
undays (acco on ounaays 

returned fr " in  

^ , From L/Cpl. L. F. McINTOSH. 
Weather must be warming up outside as „ ,o / .o T. • . i i.i. ,• 

hear loud rumblings as large slides of snow come off tI Datetl Rfcaved three letters from you 
One ol our fellows was almost knocked out by V"" arc 31111 1 ,am 1!! 8°°t' ,heaIth a!><! h , 

caught him unawares. 1 am having a spell back treatment .s very good. Any chap who Complains ab 
.e it won't be too long. I hone you are not getting treatment is a fool. I have my Tiki and Fern Leaf. My weight 

my being in hospital so long because I really 10 f'SSfJT I'TTds n0W• h€avIer than * h?vt ev^ ?een• 
ill and I can eat anything I like so can't be so Dated ^S/42. 1 have come across several of the old boys, 
more books here now from the Red Cross. ^ P"'1? 'h™ a« f,Yl: Aussies, five New Zealanders and 

. nine Tommies. You shouia near some ot the stories that are 
I. have just aj. times. The battle of Greece is fought ' ' " ' 

a week. The sun rises about 11 and sets at al 
noon. Pat Calvin, Len Winter, Darkie ] 
are all "gifangetters", Jim Taylor is als 

Dated 25/2/42. on Friday, 
onestly the 

out his 

we can 
the roof top 

i fall that 
bed but hop 
fried about 
't feel very 
. We have 

16 
ht one 

in 1 SW( worr _ 
don't 
bad. 

Dated 15/3/42. It is Sunday evening 
had a pretty fair supper of various tinned 
Cross parcel; did well for lunch to-day too, 
chicken. 

nes ti 
about three times 

.. about 4 in the afte 
Dunn and 
o on^. 

and 
meats fro 

a spot 
a Red m 

of 
n the after-
McCollough roast 

From Gnr. D. CROFT, dated 15/2/42. 
STALAG VIII B. not by our o Many thanks for your letter of the 21/10/41 which I re­

ceived a fortnight ago yesterday. I received a parcel from the 
New Zealand Patriotic Society in London, yesterday, and by 
Jove it was welcome. It contained underwear, shirt pyjamas, 
balaclava, gloves, pullover, scarf, chocolate, razor blades, tooth 
brush and paste. Not bad, eh! Gee it was good to get into 

decent clothes again. I suppose your parcel will be ar-
mg soon, I would advise you to send summer wear in 
. I am receiving Red Cross parcels regularly now so e 

ng in the garden is rosy. 

From Pte. I 
Another 

We have rf 
excellent. W 
fortable. O' 
back—14 ms 
of big black 
is lifted we 
but march tl 

A DOCTOR WRITES. 

From Capt. A. N. SLATER. 
Dated 3/1/42. We average about 60 opei'ationa a month 

here. A large number of New Zealanders are going through 
nd I feel it is a real privilege to have the chance 

some 
rivi 
next 
thini 

your our hands an 
very- of helping them. 

Dated 9/2/42. Still no sign of parcel, but it takes ages; 
as far as I know no New Zealand parcels have arrived yet. 
Fortunately we have all the essentials of life here, a change 
of clothing, a warm bed and sufficient food, although it be-
c nnes incredibly monotonous The days are lengthening and , 
the cold is not so intense. We get news from German papers 
and now get an occasional French paper in the Mess. The ; 
health generally of Prisoners of War is excellent. 

wear our Rei From L. ROBERTS, dated 21/2/42. 
I am still caring for New Zealand wounded. Keeping well 

and fit. Seven months a prisoner and your first letter with 
four others just arrived. Can't stop- reading them!! It is a 
thrill to hear Otorohanga news. Glad Bob Hammond is O.K. 
I have been for walks into the hills but the snow is too deep 

at nresent a 
racks with ti 
From Cpl. 4 

I have t 
Red Cross O 



We got little 
wonderful 

vn out ;fov 
saved up for 

;w Zealenders 
rs, boot-laces, 
'hanks to the 

•n» Dvr. F. E. MILLAR, dated 8/2/42. 100 per oent. in a wAek or so, after I have recovered from the 
Received a wonderful surprise on Friday dear—received trying travelling, and also become acclimatised. Plenty to eat, 

my clothing pai-cel in good order. Everything I wanted in it, too. the Red Cross parcel per we3k does that, and a cold climate has 
om Pto. E, G. COLLIER, dated April. worked wonders after the sand and heat ot the more tropical 

wa8iCs« -'Xntop-r"^^.1, b? c^'parSS ^ h0UMd' 
Cross. They were swell. Five of us arc working in the mill. 
The others are in the forest. I am in with two good lads 

three good cooks. 
From Pte. N. S. JARDINE, dated 29/3/42. 

Things lately have nbt been so good, 
the Red Cross food parcels have failed to 
Still, we have had issues of different thi 
right. I have been to several good cone 
gat to church regularly. 

Fi­ve 
tu 

i' r 

y happy here. 
From Dvr. H. PARKER, dated 1/2/42. 

Well all is great and Au 
, is slinging off at me for oeing 
eleven stone. It was certainly grei 

Christmas you, and to hear you are all well. We 
) months, by the Red Cross, we get good food 
ml do all well off for clothes. 

and ssie. the chap I 
beincr so fat. 

eat to 

1 am messing in 
In fact I am now 
receive word from 

are being well treated 
:els every week. I am 

we are with, 
over iek and very 

n very handy, 
•ything in the 

hills. Have 
ful to see al! 
a moustache. 
JE AROUND 
HAVING A 

FF US. 
here, holding M 
and sickness. ' 
uch. W< 
?B. The 
es, boots 

as over 
ive for t 

ngs instead a 
erts recently, and also 

wo air pare 

Dated 23/2/42. Thanks for the parcel, Mum, I rece 
the 20th February, so it only took seven weeks. The pi 

"-l—S-sirs 
to each We have also several large stoves From F, C. ANKETT, dated 1/2/42. 

•= of the 44»i- aTttM rs ̂ Mnd-f̂ «tMd"» 
our thoughts—namely HOME. 

eived it on 
ullover. 

Fr 

low 
roughly 250 nu 
to each buildin 
centr 
and 
with a 
clothes. 
From Dvr. G. HARDIE, dated 22/3/42. n „ 

Am now "arbiting" (our German for working) about 80 From Sgt./Pilot A. R. E. FOX, dated February, 
los from the main camp and find it passes the time away com- I had a real pleasant surprise last week when my sec 
rtably and keeps the old mind occupied. Hopped in early be- clothes parcel arrived. It was great Mum, and I can't th 

fore the winter is over in time to pick an inside job till the you enough. The heavy underwear was great—I've got 
snow clears. Hope to get an outside job when the weather is on now and I'm really glowing all over—plus a bath with my 
better. Our digs are now in a converted dance hall, well heated, lifebuoy soap, I even smell nice. I really have plenty of warm 

the outskirts of the town (about the size of Dunedin), and clothing now—could do with summer underwear and chocolate, 
means a walk of half an hour through the cobbled streets 
the factory. The work is simple and light and conditions From Capt. J. BORRIE. 

ave better than filling in the day at the lager. We still have Dated 18/1/42. This week Bill Forman and Stevenson-
plenty of fun, having brought along plenty of amusements— Wright left as volunteers for a Russian Camp. It will be 
cards, housey, monopoly, draughts and chess. hard, but they will have work to do. Colonel Bull and Major 

Fosbrooke left as surgeons for another camp. 
Dated 18/2/42. Ron Stewart and Louis Longm 

jjav' as Doctors to working parties this week. Tom McArth 
£ot. to be out on a working party. We get a weekly four-page paper 

in English. Since being in Hospital I have done little Ger-
One hardly sees the Germans to get practice in speaking. 

Dated 8/3/42. The recent acquisition of a piano is a god-
ght send. Each day I play it for an hour striving to remember 

thes, especi- what I once knew and striving to play more from ear. On 
was on the Friday last the German Welfare Officer brought round fill 
The mouth- Mickey Mouse, Olympic games, Variety Show Fairy-tales a 

News Reels—very enjoyable and last night we had a sing­
song round the piano. Those who have had parcels from New 
Zealand welcome the warm clothing. There is nothing like New 
Zealand underwear. 
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but I 
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it 
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shfd 
ni' 
ind From A. FARRELL. 

Dated 22/2/42. Working in forest sawing down trees, 
pay yesterday—7 marks and 2 pfenning for 15 days' work, 
sent for cigarettes to main camp as no Red Cros 

eeks. 

)b ore went 
ur seems 

First 
an 

s parcels 
nsely. two w 

om H. BEZER. 
Dated 22/2/42. Well Mu 

rd you do not know how pi 
!lv the socks and shoes. I 

so there was not anything 
n is swell, evei-ything in th 

man. 
Fr 

im, I received your par 
leased I am to get clol 
J got everything that 

missing—thanks, 
e parcel is swell 

eel all ri 5U on Friday. 
I honestly the 
ins about his 
E. My weight i 
ive ever been. 
" the old boys, 
jalandecs and 
)ries that 
it th 
I in tl 
d McCo 

allv 
list. 

ms of 

orga 
om Sgt. ROBIN HOOD, dated 15/2/42 

At last I have something to do. . 
a big mining town camp to supervise tne c 

manage the canteen. The job was advertised in 
notices pnd when I applied, not expecting to have 
to my surprise I got the job. I shall now be positione 

the big towns. Mv duties are similar to when 

Fr 
. . I am going to 
irvise the cooking 

work 
and are at ree times 

the after-
1 lough 

received Dated 22/3/42. None ha New 
art f 

ni! m 
sioi any success, lately. We are 

job. I shall now be positioned near issues of bulk 
towns. Mv duties are similar to when I was 

my old unit. The meals are prepared by girls and 
wn cooks as in my previous camp. 

We ha 
really won 
We get one a week and 
tins of me 

our 
all well, very hungry as ^pa 

there has been nothing f 
n.-.i 

f ood  ,-n.s 'V. ISSJ 
for over seven weeks. rne  of  1  

C.Q.M.S. in From W. ORMISTON, dated 1/2/42. 
ive been getting Red Cross parcels and they are 

From Pte. D. J. ROBINSON, dated 15/2/42 really wonderful. We could practically live on them a'one 
Another big batch has arrived from Crete and Greece. We get one a week and a typical parcel consists of a couple of 
have received Canadian Red Cross parcels and they're tins of meat ^bully sausage) butter or margarine, cheese, twe 

excellent. My new specs, are semi-shell framed and very com- and three tins of fish (varied) biscuits, tinned milk, fruit 
fortable. Our welfare fund paid for them and I'll pay them (raisins, dates, prunes, etc.), jam, sugar, chocolate, soup. So 
back—14 marks only. Lately the weather has made hundreds you can imagine what that means to us. There has been quite 
of big black crows seek shelter in the camp. Now that the ban a bit of New Zealand mail arrive, 
is lifted we don't do dressings or treatments in the Compou 

it takes ages; !| march the sick down to the Hospital and back again. 
? arrived yet. wear our Red Crosses on the arm. Table tennis is very pop 
ere, a change Dresent as the caroenter's shop has just supplied each 
though it be- j; racks with trestles and tables, 
icrthening and i 
B " om Cpl. A. K. BROWN, dated 6/2/42. 

I have arrived in civilisation and in closer touch with the a 
Red Cross Organisation. I am perfectly well and expect to be ge 

not by our o 

We 

ions a month i 
joing through j 
ve the chance , an 

nd 
We From Dvr. I. E. A. APPLETON, dated 25/1/42. 

ular 
bar- s past week we have had three new guards with 

lace the original who had been with us two calendar m 
ese new ones, especially the chap in charge, seems to under-
.nd a chap who is working better and already they have done 
great deal to improve not only our billets but have been 
tting us better meals. Two soups a day instead of one and 
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onths. rep 
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s ta  F" apers 

The 
erman p 
j Me ss. 
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tained the 
Australia 
Edwards 
and Auckl 

different ways of cooking them. It makes life so much better, Dated 5/4/42. I received a nice parcel of cigarettes, 200, 
especially as this week has been the coldest yet. We are from the New Zealand Patriotic Society. We didn't have a cig-
still threshing and standing on the straw is'ohc of the coldest arette between us. They came on Easter Sunday. I am still 
things a chap can stand on. We had a parcel of books and a putting on weight. My weight now is 12st, 21bs. I have 

from our home camp last night so that helps the a little weight since I left home (my weight then was 9st. 81bs.). 
ion. 1 

put on 
(Na 
with 

few games 
book questi 

man 
game 

From Gap 
Dated 

and if I ( 
again 
room 

From Pte. N. W. ALLEN. Dated 12/4/42. 
Cpl. V. MOORS, dated 21/1/42. Our Red Cross parcels were, a, bit late this week but they 

ay we partook of a pleasant surprise in that through arrived to-day and we all had a visit to the village to collect 
iotic Society of New Zealand parcels arrived for us. them, so things are right in that line. We have also received a 

they were simply grand and, of course, as they were rugby ball from the Red Cross—most of the afternoon has been 
America there were commodities which we in New spent in kicking it around and having one or two arranged 

'in see. I have great admiration for the work the games between ourselves. The other week we had a fellow 
Red Ci'oss are doing for us. . with a camera out from the local village and we all had him 

snapping us in all different positions. 

om Sgt. M. E. MULHERN, dated 26/4/42. 
Just received a letter dated 20th January, that is four 

within the last three weeks. Also a card came yesterday from I 
the main camp telling me that your second parcel has arrived A 

over a year. so will get it in a few days. We have all had a new uniform " 
on sneep farming in sent from England and new boots are arriving shortly so with 
I speak French, Serb- your parcel I am now comfortably clothed. Would like some 

arly forgot English boot /brushes,: shaving cream and gym shoes (not white). A 
nths. mark is worth one English shilling. The money we get is 

cial lager money and there is very little we can get with it. 
im very well and getting good food at my new place. No 
ollen clothes here—these you have sent are just great. 1 
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T o-d 
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must say 

packed in 
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I you 
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quiet hour 
ticated I i 

Dated 
some mai 
letters, bu 

om Sgt. H. M. ENGLISH, dated 14/2/42. 
I received one clothing parcel from New Zealand House 

in October. Gee, I haven't spoken to a woman for 
Shakes me! I lecture some officers hex'e 
New Zealand and I have something to do. 
ish and German pretty fluently now. I net 
while I was entirely with Frenchmen for th ree mo 

spei 
I a 2/Lt. 

received s 
November 

om Pte. K. J. MATHESON, dated 3/3/42. 
I am well. The food is very good and quite a good bed so 

we are not so bad off. I have only the one letter from 
far but not worried as I know they will turn up 
you are any length of time in hearing from me 
worried as some weeks we don't get issued with P.C., so cannot 
write. 

Fr 
\VI  .  

1 you so 
later on. If 

don't be STALAG XX A. 
From Cpl. A. J. SPENCE. 

Dated 14/2/42. There is a lot of mail in for us redirec 
from Athens—I have left the writing of this card to the last 
minute just in case there should be anything for me, but it 
seems I'm unlucky. One of our chaps had eight letters 
New Zealand all written around November. There may be 
more in later. Have just seen. "Mr. Pirn. Passes By'V^a pro­
duction by our concert party and dashed good. One of A. A. 

ne's plays. 
Dated 21/2/42. There is a lot of New Zealand mail in but 

so far I haven't had any. However, it is very encouraging to 
know there is some in the offing. I had my teeth checked up 
yesterday—all O.K. 

Dated 1/3/42. Have been looking back through my dairy 
to see if there is anything to write about, but the sum total 
seems to be—French class, did my washing, etc., etc. 
weather is beginning to thaw and the snow is considerably less; 
much to our sorrow because we have a lot of sport tobogganing 
on the slopes behind our fort. My French, you will be glad to 
hear, is nearly back to old standai'd. 

I-V om Cap 
I hav led 

STALAG XVIII. D. i  w i r e  ! a wi 
the e 

ssom a 
' the cov 

ntervenin 

and 
bios from om Pte. J. G. MARRETT, dated 3/5/42. 

Everything is going all right with us. We have moved to 
a new lager in an old castle, and believe me we are now a. lot 
better off. We all have single beds and a good bath, water 
laid on and good fires. I'll say this for the people I work for. 
They are very good to me, especially when it comes to eats. 
, ley persist in my eating until I can eat no more. If they think 
I have not eaten enough, then they think I'm ill. 
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-^gypt. I 
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From L. STRINGER, dated 3/6/42. 
I haven't received any parcels from you yet but I have 

had 400 cigarettes from New Zealand Patriotic Fund. I am 
still working on the farm and it is not so bad though we work 
long hours. The people on -the farm are quite good, there i 
son four years older than me, the mother and her elderly sis 
To-day is Sunday, we don't work, we make a real English meal 
out of the Red Cross, iiarcels also we get beer of a kind so we prom pj|0t Officer I. C. KIRK. (5ated,6/3/42. 
tlood as ft^or^ The paree. of c.othes arrived last Monday, and should fuim 
parcels we live like lords. Z^h L̂rfeef f o ? ^  ^  

r^-a. 
in England,"V°ent the ^ew'zeala^nd Red (SS.to' iSjney ind g'.V service in surveying and supervising the making of 
made up in England. I got two towels, two pairs of socks, the'c<!-™ks; Huge thrill to be on ice as it's the only attractive 
one woollen jumper and gloves and woollen underpants and one f^01+ i, i,? We have Canadian flyeis m camp who are bnl-
woollen singlet: one razor and blades, tooth brush and powder 1,ant hockei' P18^ We re carnival this week 
and boot polish, three cakes of chocolate, one comb and pencil, Dated 14/2/42. I've acquired a pair of sabots as they're 
shaving soap, and one woollen scarf and hat. I thought it was very warm in the snow and I've had no luck, getting boots yet. 
your parcel, with all the summer gear in it. I hope it comes We had an issue to-day of tinned beer from Portugal, the first 
soon. The Red Cross sure look after us. The mail is long in we've seen in this camp. One small tin per two i 

ng. I have had none for ages. cards for my half and lost, so still don't drink. 
[N0te.—The parcel referred to from England is one of the Dated 1/3/42. We've just come to the dnd of a marvellous 

parcels sent from New Zealand House and paid for skating season. Lately I've even been getting up early for 
Sick and Wounded Fund of the National Patriotic an hour's skating before breakfast. We had about 16 hockey 

Editor.! teams on the ice and the finals were most exciting. I cap-
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ter. OFLAG VI B. 

i ant re 
lit bu 

( • ( !  

Fr Lie 
o-d a 

men. I cut 
ha 

standard 
from 
Fund 

the am 
fro 

;^in Board 



rarettes, 200, 
't have a cig-

I am still 
i nave put on 
as 9st. 81bs.). 

tained the New Zealand team and we were 
Australia after a terrificallv fast game. 
Edwards (R.A.F., Auckland), ''Spud" 
and Auckland). Bill Werewhin (Hawera) and Francis Spack-

(Napier) and Frank Renouf (Wellington). Funniest 
with Irelalid v. Wales as only about two could skate at all. 

unlucky to lose to 
Team was Laurie 

(also R.A.F. 

From Lieut. W. R. EASTON. 
Dated 1/2/42. 

here from many professions, 
Dated 5/2/42. Organised sw 

lot of time, we have heard of 
North West Frontier. We are 

ave quite a respectable bea 
organized it will have to come off soon, we see 
a lot of auction bridge lately. Clothes had a d' 
terday, the first for three months, so I 

Another week has gone quickly, with officers 
•ofegsions, the place is a minor university. 

vapping of knowledge passes a 
everything from Oxford to the 

? still a bit bottled up by the snow, 
rd now but with shaving becoming 

ff soon. We seem to be playing 
a decent wash yes-
feeling bet 

news is the arrival 
it, and ' 

what tunes yot 
Hide going last night, and put some 

Have done a good deal of reading this 
haw's plays, a book by Vachell, a W 

yesterday and now I am on to "Kangaroo" by D. H. Law-
It has brought back some pictures of Sydney Harbour, 

here is just going like lightning, this is a beautiful 
morning. I have been 

re taken in a tank . . 
nths we have reen in 

in the country, 
with their vari 
a lot. 

[' ha Miller 

man 
game 

reek but they 
to collect 

received a 
loon has been 

ed 

From Capt. M. G. WADEY. 
Dated 29/1/42. Am getting quite fat on Red Cross pai'cels 

and if I don't soon reach the stage when I can go for a run 
again you won't know me on my return. Have only ten in our 
rcom n°rt'4/?/04°?d fri"?v1.?n?la"d ex?st my5el/- Dated 16/8/42, Highlight of the local 
per month. Life here if much the same from da? to da^Am two°Smf 

o^tea! SJK S? ^ ̂  ̂  
sometimes chatting away over a cup of tea and doing our own fast week, three of Sha 

Dated 15/3/42. To-day is Sunday and with the exception |?ence yeste 

of three of us writing letters the room is having its after-lunch Time h 
quiet hour when all repair to bed. Have Ttold you how domes- sprintr 
ticated I am? I cook and keep house for our family of five. v^„ JL, 

Dated 19/5/42—[Note Date—Editor] I am still hoping for tw0 mor 
3 mail of recent date. Still receiving some of the older jn. c 
rs. but none since early January. +w. 
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ermanen 
most ne omcers nere are 

of trades, professio-ety 
2/Lt. G. J. RUSTON, has written stating that he has 

received a parcel sent from the Auckland Packing Centre in 
November, via New Zealand House. From Lieut. C. N. ARMSTRONG, dated 8/3/42! 

Our first long letter! 100 days of captivity yesterday. 
Spring now changes our whole outlook. Looking back we 
have passed comparatively swiftly and pleasantly 

PVnm Pnnt A C TTT rHRmT Italy's coldest winters. Six weeks' in transit camp—not so 
I have' just returned from a walk which we are allowed p^-cold and hungry > We came here just after New Year 

twice a week. It is a great change to go outside the compound to,ta larBe v1'la « central Italian mountams—inverted from 
and the exercise is most welcome. All the trees are ii full a Nunnery. Conditions were better than I expected in a prison 
blossom and there is a warm springlike feel in the air. Most CIlmP- .Slx or seven to a room, sheets, wami blankets and good 
of the country-side ahout here Is covered with olive trees, the conveniences; also hot showers if we could get fuel but they 
•ntervening ground being covered with vegetables, beans, eauli- ''e " ^send in warmer weather. With arnval of 25 of 

owers and labbages. We are now allowld to write one letter ""en ^ have l;een c?<)klnB fo,; "'t,h mnch. 1'!1PPle.r rCr—d st 
^^^X'f^KisSffi'^e^KwS ' 

and marmalade again. bei- delightful in spril1B and summ(,,.. Personally I have no 
greater ambition than to be transported to the old fireside and 
to those grand meals which I once took so much for granted, 
Mother. The Italians are most coui'teous and give us every 
latitude so that as I mentioned before we can make the most of 

i a few lines and I am pleased to say I am our lot with lectures, talks, classes, debates, etc., and alth( 
per cent. Now it is spring time, the snow lifted we had no books the time passed amazingly well. There 
weeks ago and since then it has been warm and 86 of us, mostly New Zealanders with three Engli 

is a glorious sight with its closely cultivated dian Army), seven South Africans, a Fleet Air Arm. and an 
green. During the cold American Press Correspondent. Now spring is here, library 
the days go fast. Our books ai-rived to-day also, this letter paper. We are permitted 

to buy a few extras to garden and all are into it with shovels, now the snow has 
luxuries. We have thawed, with hopes for a subsequent increase in rations. 
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From Lieut. P. J. BREWSTER, dated 16/3/42. 
Again I write a few lines and I am pleas< 

keeping 100 
about three wet-
sunny. The valley is a glorious sign 
farms with all different shades of 

heavily but 

ough 
are 

(In-shmen 

•ms 
ather time hung 

ch be 
now y '• 

w 
we 

able meals are mu 
although prices are very high lor any luxuv 
bought about 150 books to start a library. Th 

uisition. We have hired a piano and aft 
j have excellent community sings. I am 

gardening committee. We have about half an 
also fruit trees and vin 
from a 
buy :idPHIHHPBBHHpH 
organised lectures and study < 
quite pleasant and there is n 

tter as we are 
hie'h fc ave 

eat great 
once a week 
tary of the 

Nc have about hail an acre of garden, 
es. It should prove a great boon both 

i and material point of view. We are able to 
.•olate and toffee, also dried figs. We have 

classes and debates. In all life is From Capt g JOHNSON, dated 8/3/42. 
10 need to worry. j arn now at a permanent camp and am being well and 

day*and after.I have z «?£ fnrw: 
able to grow some very nice vegetables. Also there are a books arrived yesterday so we now have something to read. We 
lot of fruit trees and grape vines. All being well we should receive the Italian newspaper each day so have a little idee 
have a good show when tbev conic up. We can't dig very much of what is happening in the world. Our daily routine is a. 
at one dme being pretty weak and not so fit as we were in follows: 9 a.m. cup of coffee, 12 noon two plates of thin soup 
Egypt I am in |oJd health and the conditions are good but I a thin stew and 200 grammes of bread. 6 p.m. more soup and 
am longing for the day when it is all over and we can get away either some macaroni or nee and a glass of wine Om clasf 
from hire Please do not worry about me as I will be all right, and lectures in the afternoons and evenings help us to 

ey are a 
1 should fulfil 

least. The 
From 2/Lt. F. W. TAYLOR, dated 16/2/42. 

I am well and our treatment is good. The country is 
autiful. We are passing the time by studying hard. Please 
nd many parcels warm clothes, socks, tea, chocola 

in tins. 
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won't las 
spring ap] 
been. Sit 
three and 
parcel cor 
tea, choco 
and woulc 
arriving J 
which is i 
bread. "W 
make up 

We are lookine forward to receivi through the daj 
Red Cr 
include war 

From Cpl. S. J. WEIR, dated 36/2/42, 
of food and clothi 

e days, we are looking xorwaru to receiving' som« from < pi. s. J. WEIR, dat 

?srcvisyf3 
hs te  ̂

are able to purchase upifonr.s here but nothing else ha^ ^he hill.sidcs are 

ies line. of Vines anci oaj{ tl.EES AN(] JJ, 

d r w^TcjTrnRn 0" almost perpendicular 
b. O. WtL.bl'UKU. wind together in and out ar 

I am well and fit as a ti-out. I have been living a fairly Sox are of the ut 
t life of late, fact is I seldom go to town, I have all my thing consider the 

can have quite a lazy time. which we k 
eived part of a Red 
meeting to receive Dated 8/3/42. This morning broke bright and clear, 

wnen supplies several days of continuous downpour and it was lovely to hear 
ular intervals, the bells of the churches on the surrounding hills across the val-
U'v a*Uli,We ^re leys' sor^e deep, some shrill, others clear and silvery on the 
what they are morning air. As one stands and gazes around the misty hill 

tops and listens, the pej 
We have up to the present received no mail, ftl ?; 'uoment, that thei 

sted - -life ^ £?£¥« 
From J. B. DURHAM, dated 1/3/42. 

With every parcel d0 include mu 
from figs, sultanas and margarine fr 
cel. One between three men: 
.., •; . n a 
Red Cross representative nere 

rally. We are lucky enough to nave a pacK oi cards and 
le and evenings In the evenings we have 

s, speeches, cards, sing-songs and quizzes We get two 
loaves a day, black coffee at 7 a.m. rice and macaroni 

' 11.30 and at 5.30 stew which in this ca 
ty of vegetables for which we pay 
r day. Sunday mid-day we have a 

me home. Twice 
twice sugar. The seven 

pay is about enough to buy 
eat at the canteen. 

or/ ng and living has 
should be fairly comes we 

are covered with terrace upon terrace 
nd little clusters of stone houses perched 

' .hill-side, and the road and river 
out among the rocks in the valley 

most importance, but before you san 
pros and cons of the tactical situation (of 

i we know nothing) and the length of time a parcel will 
to reach hete. -

summer snow. We are able 
in the clothes line. 

From Cpl. S. C. WELSFORD. below. ey i 
and any-

quiet 
requirements brought to me. 
The weather is now definitely warmer. We rec 
Cross parcel a short time ago and we are expecting l 
half a parcel in the next few days, and soon when 
permit we shall possibly receive a parcel at reg 
These parcels are quite a God-send I assure you, 
all very grateful to the Red Cross Society for wh 
doing for us. 

and so 
I take 

after 
From Gm 

Datec 
rence 
Wat 

diffe gazes around tne misty 
ceful sound almost makes one for 

ire was a war, until the gaze drops 
with a muttered curse we turn away, 

of slush to the sanctuary of the 
time being. 

Dan 'get, 
s to compound 

One must 
" valks 

Dated 9/3/42. 
may be interested in 
ing, bread issue of two small loaves at 10 o'cloc 

or macaroni at mid-day. Vegetable stew with some meat for 
the evening meal at 5 o'clock. Sugar w% receive once a week 
(week's ration). We also receive a ration of vino or sour wine 
also tomato concentrate and cheese which is generally incor­
porated with meals. Please do not worry about me; life here 
is not bad as we can generally make our own fun. 

From Pte. R. GOODING. enerall We are lu 
Dated 18/2/42. I spend most of my day in bed as walking brkfge passes ^h^tim 

ut sharpens my appetite too much. This place must be beau- debates, 
tiful in the summer and is no mean sight now with its steep small loaves a day, 
snow-capped ranges and fertile valley's. It is similar scenery on alternate days at 
to that in Greece and climate too. We were issued with a Red is very good. Plenty of vegetable? 
Cross parcel of tinned food yesterday but as our parcel of 0U1. two lira pay per day. Sunday 
food had to be divided between three men we each had a mere dish. I will make it for you when I 
taste. Have become quite used to macaroni and rice and enjoy we Ket a little cheese, twice wine a: 
the two little brown loaves which are issued daily. The camp ]ira per week we have' left from our 
canteen is open and small extras like cheese cubes and figs can on3 p0Und of figs and a stick of noug 
be bought with our pay. Have had some clothes issued and 
have sufficient except for socks. Health of everyone here is 
satisfactory although our appetites are very keen owing to the 
nippy atmosphei'e. Please send a patent tin opener as we don't 
use knives. 
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From Pte K. DONALDSON. 
Dated 1/3/42. We are anxiously waiting the issue of an­

other Red Ci'oss parcel- which should be in a day or two. Have 
. . had a go at making steam puddings with our loaves grated up 

Dated 8/3/42. I find interest in the camp doings which figS 01- our vegetables from tea in them, but the hardest job 
consist mostly of talks and lectures given by our Padres and is hanging on to the bread. We have them steamed at the cook-
boys on a wide range of subjects. Also lessons in Italian which house and they are quite good. Have just finished my mid-day 
help a lot to pass the time. There are working parties daily meal of pasta-chuta, a thick mixture of macaroni, tomato 
for additions to the camp so everyone has one day a week at juice and fried onions. You want to try it—it's good! Have 
it. As in Greece the steep hill-sides are all terraced for grow- also just finished, that is two of us, a Canadian Red Cross 
ing purposes although on a far more extensive scale. Houses parcel of jam, butter, biscuits, bully beef, luncheon meat, salmon, 
are built on the heights and command great views. We received sardines, prunes, sugar, salt and pepper, cheese, chocolate, milk, 
a Red Cross parcel last week, one between two men and I was raisins, also a cake of soap, so everything in the garden is 
prompt in cleaning up my lot. I have applied for a technical lovely. We also received 25 Gold Flake cigarettes. We have 
course in carpentry through the Red Cross to occupy my time. 500 card and bridge tournaments and talks, concerts and lec-

in the different huts so our time is filled up. 
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From Pte. B. T. DELL, dated March. is 
Here for another .etter from your jail-bird son. Last the ^therl in btZ *1 Teep" 
c I told you about the loutine of the camp. 111 now touch an^ a straw palliasse, two blankets and two sheets and 

al side. There is an Australian here who gives pillow. The camp is in a valley surrounded by mountains, a 
every afternoon on Philosophy and Economic rlistory, <y0od frost every morning, like winter weather in Rotorua. The 

we will be given an opportunity to study the Italian lan- food hei.e is quite ROod; We have about ha]f cup of coffee at 
guage, lectures about three times a week ot a night in our hut ^ gQ a m f two small loaves of quite good brown bread at 9.30 
by different chaps on.all sorts of subjects. The whole camp have a m about two mugfuls rice or macaroni about 11.30 a.m. and 
put in a small pqrtion of a weeks pay to buy some musical a vegetable soup with some chopped-up meat in it at 5.30 p.m. 
instruments; in fact, there is always something new to interest We receive two'lira a day with one of those taken out for 
us. Books and sweets are very scarce here and one misses the extras. There is a canteen (dry) in the camp where you can 
old books. Since-we were captured about eight of us have ^ things. We receive a sugar issue every five or six da 
stuck together. Southland chaps are: myself, Bob Boivin, Bob ajso ^ve cigarettes a 
Russell, a chap Lindsay, a farmer,- and four others from up 
North, so you see we are quite a happy family. 

one and i 
ain we week 

oh 
lect 
soon 

4 UK 
the soci 
ures Datec 

Ci-oss pai 
Previous 
Although 

as qi 
it WJ 

of Kli 
jam, pkt. 
slab choc 

rice or mac 
p with some chopped-up meat in it at 

eive two "lira a day with one of those taken ou 
There is a canteen' (dry) in the camp where 

ive a sugar issue eve 
day, so one does fairl; 

well 
and 
tin •ar iss 

ne doe 
y-

elb y w 
sardines i 
had some 
bread wit 

Prom Cpl. W. A. SHARP, dated 1/3/42. 
Dated 8/3/42. This week we received one Canadian Red Up comes another issue of one's'letters and one's ca 

Cross parcel between two and it was great, praticularly a tin away we go again for a few lines. Well, everything is going 
of butter which was among the contents. on well and we are getting used to this life though we hope it 

rda so 
great In 
been here 



won't last long, 
spring approaching these may not 
been. Since last writing we got 
three and we hope to get another 
parcel contains a few small tins o 
tea, chocolate, and is very welcor 
and would like to kn^w how thing 
arriving and it smells good. It i: 

Clothes and scarce but with the 

of foodj 1 soap, 60 cigarettes, 

.s a vegetable S SH ^ papeI8. 
with one of our two loaves J ^ 

seems to be all about food but that is what we dream of 
these days. 
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make up for that when we get back. 
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after From L/Cpl. J. G. ROSS. From Gnr. M. C. MANGAN. hear 
val- Dated 16/1/42. Hello! I suppose you have been wo 

—well, I am O.K. Des Smith and I are still together an 
seen a bit more of the world. Things are not so bad. Just 
waiting for the whole thing to finish now. I would like cocoa, 
milk powder, honey, butter, golden syrup, jam and chocolate 

Dated 21/2/42. Gee,, it seems years since I had my last 
Clothing I want is socks, towels, and under clothin 

has bee 

•rrying 
d have ui Dated 22/2/42. Another month's time will make a big 

difference to the warmth of the sun. Archie Dick (Hamilto 
Dan Watson (Thames) and I usually walk up and down the 
compound together every afternoon that the weather permits. 
One must have exercise. They have started to take parties 
for walks under guard outside the prison camp. We will be letter, 
starters at the first opportunity. The camp is situated in a The weather 
narrow valley and the hills each side are very steep and partly on its way, 
covered with grape vines and the balance with what we pre- weather. He 
sume to be fruit tress. It should be quite pretty here in the send 
spring. Camp conditions have improved considerably and we a wee 
have every opportunity of attending Mass, Devotions and the now. 

?nts. I went to Communion this morning. 
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has been very cold and I am glad the summer i 
the last few days have been real Hawke's Ba 
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Sacrame From Gnr. D. E. T. HOULDSWORTH. 
Dated 8/3/42. One gets more used to this life as the days Dated 22/2/42. Conditions are very good. Food has im-

go by and contents oneself with waiting for the day of release, proved 100 per cent, but still very little meat. Am looking 
I have just got back from Mass and had a "dixie" of hot tea forward to cigarettes, chocolate and socks. Not so much hurry 
under my bed clothes to keep it hot until I got back; unfor- for clothing. If you can send a face towel and some lifebuoy, 
tunately the chap in the next bed shifted the blankets and upset Am longing for a letter from you. We get very little outside 
it. The Sheets are now hanging up to dry and I miss my hot news. My leg is O.K. now and giving me no trouble at all. 
tea. We received a Red Cross parcel a few days ago and There are a few Blenheim boys here. Had Red Cross pai-cels, 
shared between tfro—hence the tea. The parcels are very two among three and one among three. We are supposed to 
acceptable and we hope to receive another next week. Be- get one each. Hope it will work out right in due course, 
lieve it or not I am taking lessons in Italian language. It's concerts now and again, also debates and general knowledge 
becoming quite interesting. tests, between huts. Helps to pass the time. We have Rosary 

every night and there is always Mass on Sundays, 
Dated 8/3/42. Had a Red Cross parcel last week, Canadian 

this time—one to three. May get one each next time. Time 
hangs heavy with nothing to do. We play cards a lot. 
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From Pte. R. PUDDLE. 

Dated 21/2/42. We have 
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They are not large like New Zealand bread, 
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we have either macaroni or rice (usually with tomato puree), 
rice on Monday is plain and unsweetened. To this wo add sugar 
and it is really good. Evening meal is 

and is good. Red Cross 
in we were unlucky 

sue of an-
wo. Have and all the fellows 

(6th Pieurrmtalanee) who w^ e t S  ^ G"r- M- N- WATS<f' "/3/42. 
eds are two-decker wooden affairs and Last week we received one Red Cross parcel betw 

sses we have straw palliasses. The other day we boys which, as you can guess, was a great thrill. Thi 
autifully hot shower and afterwards were issued with all Canadian parcels, which I understand 
The meals are not so bad considering! but believe me them for our New Zealand Red Cross, 
better study up your cookery book! We start the dav a most helpful service followed by Holy 

coflfee, 0f course, as the prison life is the best lesson of Patience 
;ing. Also sugar, as we receive a sugar issue every are now having a series of lectures dail 
About 9 a.m. two loaves of bread arrive per man. 
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From Gnr. H. T. BROOK, dated 27/2/42. 
in bunks and 
ct when we all 

ss hotel. We 
ist we have coffee— 
We have for dinner 
aroni, for tea we 
ted kindly, but be 

Cross parcel 
ifferent to eat. It 
,nd tobacco. 

here are 100 men to each hut. We sleep in 
ing meal is a veg.-meat-soup-stew have three blankets, sheets and pillow, in fact 

parcels arrived last Monday and make our beds at night it looks like a first cla 
e received only one between three, have electricity in each hut. For breakfast we 

and butter is a thing never seen. We ha 
day, sometimes thick rice, or macaroni, 
imes get thick stew. We are treated k 
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we 
eat and am in 

two deep, 
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Previous ones were British. Canadian paicel is leally fine. so far and it was d t0 t s„raething d 

Alth^uatyhThThrg\r,St0iaf ft of' ^a'pleTeat'bVr "ould be Just a dream to smoke New Zeala 
and it was simply gorgeous. Besides this, there was a large p T tr T ONG 
tin of Klim milk powder—gi-and! Tin of apple and strawberry r'0'"T,^ , 

slab' Chocolate "tin bullv'-beef.' 'jlkt^biSl,' 'cake '^ap^tfn what /think'will be a very pleasant valley. We are in warm 
sardines anil one of salmon and salt and pepper. So we have dry bunk-houses. We have sheets on our beds. We have just 

lorious meals during the last few days. To have received a Red Cross parcel. They are wonderful. v\ e have 
real butter and jam with a cup of tea was just a wine issue twice a week. I have a job in the cook-house, bo 

great In my last letter I mentioned Padre Mitchell. He hasn't I am as happy as ever I will be while I am a prisoner. Have 
been here long but he is working well. just had stew and a good cup of tea for dinner. 
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From Pte. W. I. C. STREETER, dated 22/2/42. 

Each night someone 
lea. I went to a farmers' 
quite interesting. We have lectures, card tournaments ar 
working parties each day and it helps to pass away the time 
We get the news daily translated from the German and Italian 
papers. Wo get a wine issue twice a week, t 1 

ettes are not very plentiful here and sweets 
never see. We received a Red Cr 
one between three men and I can say 

longst the contents we received a 1 I 
and I mixed it up with some, bread and put it 
had it boiled down at the cook-house—boy wh; 

From Pte. G. J. GAIR, dated 6/3/42. We are paid a lira a day here, and last week 
The Italians in this district are a superior type to those ""f, Tl, £s.ri——ss i.'suss, r ESS."; • "?•„ « ajsawras.TSfttrJbssfttK sveart 

The weather was very cold after the heat of Egypt and gave p 

most of us colds, but it is getting warmer now and the hills 
are starting to tinge with the green of spring. There is a From Pte. T. G. BURGESS, dated 6/2/42. 

en here but things are very dear and we do not receive To-day, Friday is the big day—we got a Red Cross parcel 
ig salary. and 50 English cigarettes. Last week we got Canadian parcels 

which were very nice indeed. We are expecting similar parcels 
to-day. I am doing well, so don't worry. 

From Pte. F. SNELL, dated 80/2/42. 
gives a talk to fill in the time after Thanks very much for lovelv Christn 
i lecture to-day and it was good and over here. Never mind, Mother, don't wo 

card tournaments and getting well treated. I got a surnri; 
ve my 

Tman ana Italian for parcel sent over. We are all in a goo 
obacco and cigar- it is parcel day. We get one every week f: 

hocolate we and believe me they are jolly good parcel 
er day, English cigarettes every \Veek through the 

• ! ofngolden [Note.—These two boys arj twins 
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We also get fifty 
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A PADRE WRITES 

From Padre Capt. H. A'. McD, MITCHELL, dated 2/3/42. 
in a very lovely part of Italy, but cannot say where. Flom Gnr. A. W. L. ROBERTS. 

It is a largo camp and I am the only Padre, or indeed officer in The Red Cr 
it. The Padre's work alone will leave me very little spare we get every po 
time, and in addition I am president of the welfare committee, half food parcel 
which takes a lot of time. I have been here about a week and 
have arranged for morning prayers. Vespers are to be held 

the huts each evening and four lectures each week, two 
Christian- doctrine and two on general subjects. A mid-week 
service will be conducted in turn by a rota of ten men who havt 
taken services in civil life. Two Bible classes have been 
ranged for Sunday afternoons and two church services, one From Pte. R. BRIDGES, dated 31/1/42. 
Church of England and the other Free Church, each followed „, , • r . i • • • ^ . 

a communion service. We had a great time yesterday— censorship forbids anything in the way of interesting 
Church of England service was held out of doors in the '}ew\ 80 there }* not m.uch w* c,a° discuss. W e are m a 

morning and was very large, the Free Church service indoors decent camp and we receive a Red Cross parcel once weekly 
in the evening when only half those who wished to attend an(' als0 51) English smokes, which keep us going all ngat. It 
could be accommodated. Then I am in my room for an hour you send any parcels the Red Cross will be able to inform you 
a day to receive chaps and they do come. I can see soon that what to send. I suppose you know that poor old \ ince Davie 

ill be conducting quite a big communion class. it. He was alongside me when he stopped it and I am 
glad to say that it was good and quick and he didn t 
at all. 
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From R. T. WRIGHT, dated 1/3/42. 
We had a concert in the hut last Friday night. It was a 

good show. Most of the programme was done by some English 
chaps. They certainly are wide-awake, and as I said they cer-

nly made the show go with a swing. One of the chaps in 
the hut, a parson in civilian life, gives us each night an 
episode from the book "Dracula." It is a good yarn and every 
night at the time he gives it lots of chaps from other huts drift 
in for their bedtime story. We also have bridge and crib 
tournaments running in the hut. So far as entertainment goes 

so badly situated. The chief drawback, not cou 

merou s '( 
wl 

nui 
lec From Pte. J. MINCHIN. 

Dated 6/2/42 
very good days 
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all footb ant 

2.  Everything 
lately. J am i 
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in bed keepini 
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t warm. 
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fee got'-pay 
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• We 

to I 
Dated 12/2/42. I do wish I could hear some news. To­

day, although it is a bit fresh, the sun is shining and it is 
quite a treat to feel a little bit of heat in it. Each week we get 
a parcel from the Red Cross and we look to it as much as 
we do to any Christmas. The Red Cross also give 50 cigarettes 
a week. Once we used to wonder what the Red Cross were 
doing, but we know now. We all look forward to our stick 
of chocolate most of all in the parcel. To-day we received 
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tiocolate most of all in the parcel. To-day we rece 
el so we will all be like school kids again when the: 

From L/Cpl. M. G. O'Connell, dated 17/2/42. 

weather 1 am being well treated. I have been out of hospital about 
nice Red a fortnight, and am feeling well now. My arm is practically 
tout two all right, and I am able to work, and four of my comrades 

here with me, so I am very lucky. We received 
^nd — • 
mendi 

I don't know what we 
worry about me 

I our 
ive. 

sp 
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From Pte. H. C. SNELL, dated 30/2/42. 
Fred and I are both here together and well. The 

in getting warmer than it used to be. We 
Cross parcel each every week. To-day 
inches of snow on the ground. The camp we are 
good. We have a nice bed each. We also have sh 
beds. I expect it will be some time bef 
It is very monotonous having nothing to 

few books, not many. I was in hospital seven days just after 
was captured. I'm all right now though. 
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m Pte. H. S. DAVEY, dated 8/2, 42. 
1 am a box of birds, feelinft- well and vei-

We have plenty to eat 
parcels are very good indeed and contain 11 
of milk, tea, sugar, jam, cheese, tini 
cccoa, and ovaltine and a number of other useful items. My From H. K. CATRAN, dated 10/3/42. 
lusl parcel contained 18 articles. We have games such as Facilities much better. We have bunks three blankets 
Soccer, hand ball, base ball, etc., and indoor games such as sheets. The food is good, but if you can send a parcel, 
curds, chess, draughts and other games. The different huts Socks would be handy and concentrated sweets. I am in good 
put on a concert several times dunnjr the week. Last night health and not worrying. Half our boys are here so I have 

Maori plenty of cobbers. 

Southern Italy and the sun is grand. It sur 
ditions have improved immensely—sheets on 
please send jam, pastes, chocolate. Greys, pie 
m good health; hope all are well. Chins up! 

e hel ps. Living con-
bed! Parcels 
nty eats. I 

fit. We are 
e Red Cross 

butter, big tin 
ese, tinned meat, tinned fruits, 
nber of other useful items. My 

We have irames such as 
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her games. The different huts 
s during the week. Last night 

Maori lads sang some 
They got a great hearing, 

a piano-accordian, steel guitar, banjo-mandolin, cornet 
ral mouth- organs. I will be playing the mouth organ 

putting on for the other huts next week 
Aussies—fine chaos. If vou are sending 

ing well treated, 
ing educational 

'•y 
Th 

you sent 
. we are am 
(i-a ive 
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get fifty 

nd 
O.K. 

the re was a real good one; some 
and finished with a haka. songs ai 
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and seve 
in a concert we are putting on for 

^euVoul/S'e f ™th^KanC S SS " L/Cpl. G. P. MILNE. 
wo have quite a good library here and getting educational Dated 13/2/42. Well, well, here we are ag 

s. 1 am taking one on engineering. I am polishing up and cheery, awaiting parcels and mail from you 
ess again. I have had 16 games and lost only three. Cross are doing good work and arc fully apprecia 

From Pte. W. GARDINER. boys. Senior Sgt. Doggets" son is here with me, also Athol 
Dated 10/1/42. We are very near the Alps and a very Dean. I have put a Id. per day in a box from 1st December 

cold wind blows off the snow. We spent a very dismal Christ- until released. 
quarantine camp in the south of Italy. Dated 8/3/42. Now we have settled down things are going 
ated here, the food is good, our Red along fine, so please don't worry. We received one Red Cr: 

mpensates for all the rations don't contain. I parcel last Tuesday between two of us—it was Canadian. Boy. 
of health and there is no need to worry— 0ii boy! What joy to find a pound of real butter, tasted just 

ing you must not do is worry. iike 0urs. 50 cigarettes all to be shared between two. Thin 
Dated 8/2/42. One can't complain of the treatment he is are very quiet here, nothing to do all day. The days take a 

e. Wo were just saying yesterday how really won- iong time to pass, though this year is certainly galloping along, 
ill be when we get out first letter from home. We r̂ y health is really excellent under the circumstances. Tobacco 
captured over two months now; we were caught on here is like tree bark cut up. We had to hand our pay-books 

vember. We spent a fortnight at Benghazi, then they j,. a day or two ago to prove we were medical personnel, so 
us here. We are expecting our Red Cross parcel to-day— iet us hope something comes of it, there are too many of us 

them once a week. to give us each a job. My own unit is here about two-thirds 
m L/Sgt. D. C. GRAY,-dated 10/1/42. force. 

Thefts W Sgt. G. F. CLARK, dat.l 
out and very lit. The Red Cross parcels which we get every Things are impvoving—have been paid 16 liia and am now 
week are really wonderful. They have been all Canadian ones the possessor of a tooth-brush and paste; have also had a 
lately, and we have had some groat feeds. We only have two shave. Hope to obtain a Red Cross parcel of some more 
parades a day and in between times play games. Once in a clothing shortly—I need it after two months. However, sock^ 
while each hutment has a fatigue day which is the only work are at the moment unobtainable, but am making do. The 
wo do. At night we have concerts, debates, lectures, gambling, Italians are really doing their best for us, but it \S_limited, 
etc., which all helps to pass the time nicely. Have had no mail or parcels yet. News of the outside 

m Gnr. W MSEOTS dated l/SMi! ' rf'S. 
of spirits. 0Am L the best of health and am 3taitin| to restove 
^ilrtK TS are* caTp"  ̂'./.U Mr.,. Beetor., U Si., ccrUinly need it when 
mimerous entertainments in the camp and have concerts and 1 letuin. 
lectures when the sun goes down. On fine days we have Dated 9/2/42. 

otball and other outdoor games provided by the Red Ci'O^s. Am feeling on top of the world to-day. Have just been 
set'pay of one lira per day and this helps us to buy materials issued with some clothing, Red Cross I believe—a coat, cap 
day with. and pair long cotton underpants. After two months you can 

imagine I needed them. Also had a shave and might even 
have a bath in the summer. Above all, got a parcel from the 

Cross and did Harry and I have a feed! The 50 Gold 
From Pte. R. M. NICHOL, dated 11/3/42. Flake and cake of chocolate were especially welcome. 

r.rtatEJrw try Dated 22/2/42. One of our padres W with he.d a 
'blankets, sheets and bunks. The weather is getting warmer communion service early this mmning which Qbl^ph-

and the spring blossoms are on the trees—very pretty. Per- day complete or nearly complete. Have ^ ® y..,-
haps you could send me some socks and a jersey, in case we're Now that Harry and I are working in the oflice (d^hng with l̂re a"0ther aS W0Ul<1 'ake " ^ tm ' nccupy^Mn "mlndg- Priscmerfl^.v«r 

Received my second Red Cross parcel. What a difference 
it makes. 

Dated 25/2/42. Letters issued early this week so this will 
ng my last closely. Had a much-needed hair-cut and 
but am still hoping for a shower. Of course, once the 

ther comes there should be plenty of cold sho 
being paid 1 lira per day. 

[Sgt. Clark has since been transferred to Camp P G. 52. 
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From Pte. A. F. BINNIE, dated 10/3/42. 
At last we have arrived in a permanent camp, so hope 

soon to be able to write a decent letter. Conditions have im-
pioved, beds and even sheets. We are fairly well south, but 
still feel the cold—thank goodness, summer is coming. Per-
cols—send chocolate. Greys and socks. I am still fit. 

om Pte. S. B. AVENT, dated 10/3/42. 
At last we are settled and I will soon write a decent letter. 

ths in Greece—colder this time—we are now in 

tal about 
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From H. SILVESTER, dated 21/1/42. P.G. 78. 
Of the lira a day we receive I splashed 2 lira 70 cents on _ . 

a writing pad and amuse myself during leisure and keep the Erom Flying Officer R. D. CAMPBELL. 

one Sof~the^Tommys t The^teS J*** *** **• 
and adS'raem^wf have^ed'l Tource ol TJntC'nn «ndertul ^ver^hing fit. and the sock* and hanftorchiS 
and architecture is the enthusiasm of the hour in this tent. The'chocolat^was'grand" Aetho" sand'thanLMother "To' 
Whi e away to collect our bread a few minutee ago I saw . ,"Lt mal^in« jfps ^tertl tte"«-. MOthe,• ^ 

011 .^'^a'r^42! h^rSe ̂  
some of the traps being fitted with hoods. The other day Have Rev Willis F T ri-oev frnm WplHno*nn' and -iTl i 

W rlte^wfth 'JSt e^S t ̂ ^ ^ ^ ̂  wel Bed Cro^s SSS 

anlLtTtlr/ifleê 'Sê l Sf/ĥ tTbi'Sfr sS' """ organisation. 
Had a lovely hot shower yesterday, my fourth of 

nd had a shave at the same time. Incid 
.utiful moustache. 

sav 
' dec 

' sen 
Als are 

recent days, 
entally possess a * anc 

^ bea CASERTA. 
Limited space debars a detailed commentary on this latest 

phase of what shows promise of developing into a troop's world 
tour. In Italy now—fourth continent in nine months. Enjoying 
a Scottish Red Cross parcel of food. 

From Gnr. E. J. CUM MINGS, dated 14/2/42. 

finds me doing well and getting quite 
adapted to the new life. I am in hospital and getting on fine 
now. And the summer is fast approaching, so I have been in 
a good place for the winter. During the week we have had a 
Red Cross parcel. So far we have been getting one between 
two of u.s per fortnight, and believe me. they are wonderful 
parcels. A parcel contains at least 15 articles such as choco­
late, ginger biscuits, tinned fruit, vegetables and meats ; 

Thi s  ek's ne 

P.G. 75. 
late, ginger biscuits, tinned iruit, vegetaoies and mea 
even oatmeal. My mate and I made a pot of porridj 
with some sugar and condensed milk to 

is no just seemed like home sweet home again, 
nth) circumstances such as these to realise j 

nome is and what a good 
think 111 ever growl again. 

porridge and 
r it, well it 
has to be in 

ese to realise just how good our own 
d country* we live in. Really I don't 

From Capt. G. C. T. BURNS. 

Dated 16/2/42. This is called a Transit Camp, 
sign of a shift yet. At my rate of pay (1100 lira 
less 16 lira per day charged for messing, we 
lira per day left. No money is given to us, but 
to buy what extras we can get. These include cigarettes n 
of Balkan tobacco, ratner like "C" uela" cr other U.S. brand;. 
We get these h-regularly, averaging about two packets eve; y 
three days. We get dried figs and jam at irregular intervals. 
In the first month we got very littla extra, but now we get 
about 21b. of figs and 2 pots of jam (1202.) in a good week 
these are charged against us; other necessities, clothes, toilet _T , , , , . . 
gear, etc., have gradually trickled in and I now possess 1 pair "«? are in good shape and form for the winter proper 
cotton drawers, 2 handkerchiefs, 1 pair cotton socks, 1 comb Wl11 make the grade. To-days paper has first news of move-
ami 1 pack of cards, all bought in the local town. We have ments on the desert. Have spent an hour at the Electricity 
also had a few novels in "Touchnitz Editions"—copyright in Class to-day and have just completed half an hour s tuition ol 
Europe only, and presumably sold to touristB pre-war; they algebra and French. Have not had any more mail as yet 
art bought on a community basis and we have had a mixed still hopeful and read your first and Joan's letters over and 
bag of title. It is hard to pass the time away, but at the ove1, again. I walk daily in the castle grounds for half an hour 
moment I am learning German. w'th an English officer and we talk French. Well occupied 

here cooking for 30 men. We are doing well here regards f< 
Dated 28/2/42. Still fair in health, but still terribly bored as we get a Red Cross parcel weekly besides our ration 

in this camp. Thank heaven- the weather is becoming Warmer the Italians. We also bay vegetables so we are doing very 
"•ith spring arriving shortly. We had a great thrill last week well. I only wish the lads in the big camps were doing so well. 

^en Red Cross parcels arrived, they were standard 101b. food Great day in the Campo yesterday, especially for me as four 
parcels from the Canadian Red Cross, but unfortunately we of your letters arrived and we were visited by the Pope's right 
had to divide one between four. They contained tea, milk, hand man, who brought us a Christmas Card from the Pope, and 
chocolate, butter, etc., and boy! what a feed we had when a few parcels, also took a message of Christmas Greetings 
they arrived. We have had only two so far, but we hope to from one and al] to sentf home. I am glad you got the 

em more often. Food still holds first place in our thoughts .sage and hope you hear this last one on your own radio, 
and conversation. I am keeping pretty well and so are most Dated 22/12/41. A few new faces arrived about an hour 
of the others here. I manage to waste the days trying to ago from Sulmona, but have not had time to contact any for 
learn German and reading the few cheap novels we have, and a chat to ask of Wink Adams and Major Clayton. Have man-
yarning and sleeping. My beard is three months old and of aged a couple of cakes—which I have iced with chocolate and 
respectable length, but very ginger I'm afraid. written greetings with melted lollies. All materials are 

of Red Cross parcels. We also get two turkeys to-morrow 
[Captain Burns is now at Camp P.G. 38.—Editor.] by all accounts we will prepare quite an enjoyable meal. 
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PIACENZA, 

From L/Cpl. L. RODERICK, dated 17/12/41. 

and 

' K'l! 
from 

wn 
wh 

t mes-y i 
th t 

out 
and 

Tplan PrincinA Co, 96 CoLrtenay Place, WMintton, N.Z. 
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