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At the time of the Delegate’s visit these men were employed
in a sugar beet factory. They were housed in a great stone
building, the rooms of which were mostly small, but well
heated. They had wooden bunks in two tiers. Each prisoner
has two blankets and as many more of their own personal
blankets as they wish, these latter being entered on their cloth-
ing card. The washing installations, which are in an outhouse,
are very primitive.

The food is good and in sufficient quantity; it is prepared
by German cooks. During the period of especially hard work
the men receive a supplementary ration for their heavy toil.
For the last two weeks they have had the ordinary ration
which corresponds to the normal ration provided for by the
regulations.

All the men have “battledress” and an overcoat, but many
do not have pullovers and only one shirt; others have not got
leather shoes, no one has either gloves or scarves. The head
of the detachment facilitates the interchange of articles as much
as he can but he cannot go against the orders of the “company.”
Medical care is given by a civilian doctor and by a member
of the British Medical Corps. Patients who are seriously ill
are evacuated to the Reserve Hospital.

The men have worked in shifts, 12 hours a day, for five
weeks. During that period they did not have even a single
Sunday free. Now, since the “battle of the beet” finished a
few days ago, they work eight hours a day and are free on
Sundays. During this period of strenuous work their pay
was 1.20 R.M. per day, now it is reduced to 0.70 R.M.

The prisoners write two letters and two cards instead of
four.

No religious services have been held.

The Red Cross parcels arrive regularly; they are controlled
and distributed by the men’s camp leader.

The Jews are treated exactly the same as their comrades
and have no complaints to formulate; the cilivians treat them
well also. They stated that, according to advice received from
other comrades, that this is also true of several other work
detachments.

STALAG VIII B.
Work Detachment E. 27, visited by Dr. Rubli,
13th December, 1941.

This detachment, the personnel of which comprises several
hundred British, had already been visited by the International
Committee Delegate last spring. The men work in the mines.
They live in stone buildings which were occupied by Russian
prisoners during the war of 1914-1918. The rooms are small.
very clean and have sufficient free space. Each room has a
stove and the prisoners can have as much coal as they wish.
The beds, of wood or irom, are in two tiers. Each man has
two blankets and as many personal blankets has have been
sent to him, these are entered on his clothing card. The straw
of the beds is changed every two months. The sanitary in-
stallations are excellent. _After his work each man has a warm
shower at the mine; in the camp there is a washing place with
20 taps with hot water all day long, moreover, in each corridor
there is a sink with a tap.

The food, which is prepared by German women, is very
good, and is in three categories: 1. Schwerarbeiterzulage (ex-
tra for heavy work) for the several hundred who work deep
in the mines; 2. Schwerarbeiterzulage for the men who work
on the surface; 3. Ordinary rations for the prisoners who work
in camp.

Medical care is given by a British Medical Officer assisted
by members of the Medical Corps, This doctor enjoys entire
liberty for his work; twice a week he sends his patients to the
hospital in the town for any special examinations. He has a
small infirmary with three beds. His consulting room is well
equipped, there are enough medicaments and the doctor regu-
larly receives “Medical Parcels.” The state of health is good.
There have been no deaths. The seriously ill cases are evacu-
ated to a neighbouring hospital and then to the camp hospital.

With regard to clothes one must stress the fact that each

man possesses “battledress,” and overcoat, three shirts, two
of which are given by the mining company, two pairs under-
pants, socks and Fusslapen, as well as a working suit supplied
by the employer. All are equipped by the mining company
with working shoes and they have sabots to wear in camp.
V The prisoners work eight hours a day and also every second
Sunday, without receiving a holiday during the week as.com-
pensation. Grouped into two shifts they do very heavy work
but under very good conditions. The pay varies according to
the nature of the work, on the basis of 70 pg. per day.

There are no religious services.

The library has 400 books, of which 150 belong to the camp.
The men are provided with games. They have set up a small

orchestra and organised a theatrical troupe which was at the

time of the Delegate’s visit in the throes of ‘preparing a mag-
nificent Christmas spectacle. The camp leader himself, con-
trols and distributes the Red Cross parcels which arrive in big
consignments; actually there are nearly 3,000 of them.

One should also add that the men are well treated both
by civilians and military. =

To sum up, Work Detachment E. 27 is good, thanks to the
consideration of the mine management.

STALAG VIIL B.

Work Detachment E. 276, visited by Dr. Rubli,
14th December, 1941.

Some hundreds of British prisoners work in a sugar beet
factory, some of them are housed in an old house within the
factory precints and others in a recreation hall. The rooms
in the old house are small and each contains several dozen men,
but the free space is quite sufficient. The washing accommoda-
tion and lavatories are very primitive but each man can take
a warm shower at the factory every day.

‘Wooden beds are arranged in two tiers. Two blankets are
provided and the prisoners can have as many blankets of their
own as they wish, these latter being entered on their clothing
card. The rooms are well heated.

The food, which is prepared by two British cooks under the
supervision of a German civilian is, on the whole, satisfactory.
The men who do heavy work receive a supplementary ration.

They all have “battledress” and an overcoat but not in
very good condition.

Medical care is given by a civilian doctor assisted by a
member of the British Medical Corps.

STALAG VIL A.

Work Detachment 2771 A, visited by Dr. Exchaquet,
(British), 26th November, 1941.

This work detachment, which is situated on the outskirts of
a town, consists of some hundreds of British prisoners. The
men, who are working on a housing scheme, live in big wooden
hutments with an interior lining of fibre board. The dormitories
have bunks in two tiers supplied with mattresses, two blankets
and a pillow. Heat is assured by hot air stoves heated by coal;
sufficient coal is supplied.

According to the prisoners, the food, prepared by British
cooks in a well-equipped and clean kitchen, is good.

The men are clothed in assorted uniforms, French, Belgian,
Dutch . . . . They all long to wear the uniform of their own
army. “They don’t feel respectable,” said the camp leader.
On the day of the Delegate’s visit there were no patients
in the infirmary. He was informed that a patient, suffering
from cerebro-spinal meningitis had been removed to the hospital
at Freysing, where he was still under treatment. His con-
dition was very satisfactory. All contacts had been subjected to
a bacteriological examination, and six of them, diagnosed as
germ carriers had been isolated. After a second examination,
made two days before the Delegates’ visit, two men, still germ
carriers, were in isolation awaiting further examination.

Up to the present the camp leader has held a religious
service every Sunday, but nothing more has been done for the
spiritual life of the prisoners. The International Committee
Delegate has asked the responsible authorities to supply chap-
Jains for the British prisoners in that neighbourhood.

The library contains only 40 volumes. The despatch of
some reading matter is very desirable.

DELEGATE IN JAPAN.

On the 14th February, Dr. Paravieini telegraphed that
prisoners from Guam and Wake Islands had thanked the Jap-
anese authorities for the good treatment accorded to them.

Accompanied by a member of the Information Bureau of
the Japanese Red Cross, Dr. Paravicini visited on the 12th
March a camp of Prisoners of War situated on a fertile plain
between pine clad hills. There the climate is healthy and the
Delegate advises that there is mo sickness. The area of the
camp is three hectares (10 acres). There are two solid wooden
army huts capable of i d pri

several hund pr 3

SHANGHAL
. With the consent of the Japanese authorities the Interna-
tional Committee has appointed a Delegate in Shanghai in the
person of M. Edouard Egle, who represented there the Swiss
firm of Siber-Hegner of Zurich,
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MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL CORPS IN GERMANY.

According to information sent to the International Com-
mittee by Dr. Marti, the German authorities have approved the
ruling according to which a member of the Medical Corps,
recognised as such, receives his pay and his wages when he is

occupied on work not medical.

IMPORTANT.
YOUR PARCEL:

Many next of kin are not, in every way, carrying out
instructions which are very fully, and plainly, explained
in the Brochure. If you do not strictly adhere to these
it will mean that you are imposing delays which, of even
one day, may be the means of your parcel missing a ship,
and possibly delaying its despatch for two or three weeks.

The following are common faults, and they will hold
up your parcel:—

1. NEGLECTING TO PUT the acknowledgment card in
the parcel.

2. OVERLOOKING the filling in and including of the
second contents slip.

3. OMITTING name and address on back of label.

4. NOT TYING LABEL on parcel, but including it in
contents.

5. INCORRECTLY addressing labels for Prisoners of
War in Italian Camps. Using part of Camp address
as Prisoner of War Number.

6. CARELESS WRAPPING of parcels, which may mean
loss of small articles, such as razor blades, ete.

7. SEWING calico on parcel. It has to be undone and
then re-sewn after censoring.

8. INCLUDING Chocolate Slips and Postal Note in par-
cel. This is contrary to Postal Regulations.

THE CARGO BOATS OF THE RED CROSS
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE.

A new boat, the S.S. “Padua,” chartered last February
and entering the service at the beginning of March, completes
the fleet of transports sailing between Lisbon and Marseilles,
under the sign of the Red Cross.

You will recall that it was in December, 1940, that the
Red Cross International Committee instituted for the first time
a maritime traffic, under its own control, between the coast

.of Portugal and the ports of Marseilles and Genoa.

In the beginning, restricted to some boats of very small
tonnage, this service had only commenced to function in a regu-
lar fashion by the beginning of February, 1941. The steamers
used in this traffic have been the Portuguese boats “Ambriz,”
“Zemanel,” “Silva-Gouveia” and the Swedish boats “Vega’
and “Embla.” .

With the exception of the “Silva-Gouveia” all these boats
navigate regularly between Lisbon and Marseilles. ¢

Up to the 5th February, 1942, 54 voyages had been made
assuring the transport by sea of more than 25,000 tons of zoods
destined for Prisoners of War and Interned Civilians of all
nationalities.

MEDICAL COMFORTS.

On account of odd requests made by next of kin for some
particular medical comforts to be supplied to certain prisoners,
the Prisoners of War Enquiry Office cabled to their represen-
tative in London, who, after making investigations, advised that
it was u ry that Pri of War should write either
to New Zealand or to the High Commissioner for invalids’
comforts parcels. Owing to numbers of requests from fit men
for such parcels and in view of arrangements explained below,
the British Red Cross are not sending individually addressed
invalids’ comforts parcels unless under special circumstances
such as requests from senior British medical officers at the
Prisoner of War camps. New Zealand prisoners requiring
invalid comforts should apply to the Senior British Medical
Officer or the British Camp Captain. Invalids’ food comforts

- medicaments are available in all camps and hospitals in Ger-

many and Italy to be issued at the discretion of the British
Medical Officer or the British Camp Captain. Consignments are
despatched from the Invalids’ Comforts Section of the British
Red Cross weekly, to all camps and hospitals on a basis of
5 per cent. sick men in 1,000. A reserve supply is to be held
by the International Red Cross Geneva, to be drawn upon in
emergency, such as unexpected additional numbers in camps
or an epidemic.

Regarding dentures, the detaining powers recognise lia-
bility for replacement of dentures and dental operations if the
condition can be considered due to wounds (war), further, if
a man is diagnosed as suffering from acute dental trouble he
is entitled to extraction, stopping or treatment of stumps and
where chewing capacity is destroyed, replacement of dentures.
Reports received over many months, however, show that acute
hardship has been incurred owing to necessary dental treat-
ment not being forthcoming and much of the present trouble
is not due to war wounds but to food and conditions of living
of Prisoners of War. A Welfare Fund has been established
in some camps to meet the cost of dentures supplied by German
civilian dentists. Authority has now been given for dental ma-
terial for use of British Prisoners of War dentists to be pro-
vided by the British Red Cross upon indent from camp me«fical
officers. The following camps, amongst others, have been sup-
plied:—STALAGS 7A, 8B, 18A; OFLAGS 4C, 6B; ILAG 8 MAR-
LAGUND MILAG NORD. Consignments of dental material are
in transit to OFLAGS 6B and 9A, STALAGS 8B, 21A and 18B.
A small reserve of dental material is to be held by the Inter-
national Red Cross at Geneva to service camps which have no
British dental officer.

Regarding spectacles, arrangements in camps differ. Some
have a Welfare Fund on the same principle as for dental treat-
ment. Material and labour for the provision of spectacles is
now limited. The medical officers collect prescriptions and for-
ward them to the Invalids’ Comforts Section of the British Red
Cross. These prescriptions are expeditiously made up by tne
Joint War Emergency Committee of Optics, free of cost, and
forwarded Ly air mail to the camps or hospitals.

In several cases recently where prescriptions were for-
warded from London the prisoners concerned have acknowledged
safe receipt of spectacles within 17 days of despatch from
London.

In co-operation with St. Dunstans there is a very effective
Braille service for blind Prisoners of War. In co-operation
with the Institute for the Deaf, similar service for deaf is
being established.

_A small supply of vaccine is kept in reserve by the Inter-
national Red Cross at Geneva and can be issued to camps and
hospitals in an emergency. Close contact is kept with the
medical officers in all camps and hospitals who are always pre-
pared to report on the state of health of any sick or wounded
prisoners of war.

The British Red Cross may be relied on to do everything
possible to meet all requirements of Prisoners of War.

STANDARD “NEXT-OF-KIN” PARCEL FOR NEW ZEALAND
PRISONERS OF WAR.

The following lists show the contents of the average sum-
mer or winter parcels which have been made u by the Joint
Council Prisouers of War Packing Centre in London for de-
spatch to all New Zealanders as soon as they have been OFFIC-
TALLY NOTIFIED as prisoners of war.

FIRST PARCEL—SUMMER.

1 Shirt, blue, khaki 2 Packets Blades

1 Vest, summer weight 1 Shaving Brush

1 Pants, summer weight 1 Comb

1 Pyjamas, summer weight 1 Hussif

2 Pairs Socks 1 Tie, officers

2 Handkerchiefs 1 Kit Bag

1 Gloves 1 Linen Toilet Bag (when
1 Towel available)

1 Soap 1 Pair Tennis Shoes

1 Toothbrush 1 Pipe and Pouch (about
1 Dentifrice every sixth parcel)
1 Brilliantine and pipe cleaners

1 Nail Brush (2nd Parcel) Shirts for Air Force

Collars for Air Foice
Pair Shorts

Pair Stockings
Braces

Leather Laces, pair.

either
Shaving Stick
Shoe Polish
Pencils
1b. Chocolate
Safety Razor
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From Dvr. B. E. SWAIN (Gisborne), dated 7/2/42.

Had a good dinner to-night, pork sausages and bacon and
fried spuds topped off with creamed rice. If you send a parcel,
send tobacco and clothes, as we get plenty to eat. At present
I have more than enough. As we missed our Red Cross parcels
for a month and as they arrived the other day WE HAVE HAD

' THREE IN ONE MONTH. We have apples, puddings and meat
pies lying around in the lockers. We have finished the job here
in the sugar factory and leave on Sunday for Lamsdorff, then
to another job.

From Dvr. A, BURT (Timaru), dated 23/3/42.

One night we were addressed in the barracks room on
“Tramping in England.” The previous week we listened to a
lecture on paper-making and printing. We go to bed at 9
p.m. here and are locked in till 6 a.m. in the morning. Tea is
issued at 6.30 and a check parade follows a little after 7.
Later on a good brisk walk while the barracks are swept and
cleaned. Potatoes are served at 10.30, with soup one hour
later. A large copper boils sufficient water for us to make a
cup of tea. During the afternoon bread is issued, together with
margarine, honey and tinned meat. Twice weekly, soup is also
served in the afternoons. Another check parade at 4 p.m. each
day. Red Cross parcels arrive regularly and are very much
appreciated.

From Sgt. F. J. PHILPOTT (Whangarei).

Dated 13/4/42. 1 was ever so pleased to receive three
letters from you. We have been without Red Cross food par-
cels now for nearly three months and do miss them badly. A
pair size 9 men’s wide boots would be appreciated, socks, shirts,
tooth-paste and brushes, razor blades, soap, boot polish, cotton
and plenty of chocolate are the most essential articles one
requires every three months. Parcels from England take about
six months to arrive. Have only received the one cigarette
parcel. Your parcel must have taken less than four months.

his man’s mother writes that clothing parcel No. 1 from
N.Z. arrived early in February.

Dated 22/2/42. On. Wednesday we had our Red Cross
Christmas parcels given out. It was rather late, but they have
only just arrived. They were beauties containing Christmas
cake, plum pudding, 2 packets of biscuits, one being packet of
chocolate ones, margarine and marmalade, two lb. bars of
chocolate, tea and sugar and tins of roast pork and steak and
tomato pudding.

From Sgt. E. H. EVERTON.

No complaints to make at this stage of the game. THREE
CLOTHING PACKETS FROM NEW ZEALAND AND FOUR
CIGARETTES DITTO FROM OUR NEW ZEALAND FUND
TO DATE. Too much in the way of lectures, books,
concert and choirs to take part in and listen to, to
make one bemoan the present fate. What’s to be is to be, and
that’s about the best attitude to take. My latest mail is mid-
March. Sunshine and water can’t be rationed, so we have lots
of both while the summer lasts. Red Cross is doing mnoble
work on our account. ;

From G. P. BRAGG, dated 4/5/42.

I received the parcel two days after your letter of 22nd
February, and was I pleased! The weather is getting warmer
now. New Zealand House has sent parcels of cigarettes and
clothing to some of the boys.

From Dvr. Wm. A. RICHES (Christchurch), dated 19/6/42.
Thanks for this letter, it was good to get it. It was the

first letter I've had. I'm quite fit and back to normal weight

again.

From L/Cpl. W. J. KISSOCK (Havelock N.), dated 14/6/42.

. Glad to know that you have started to receive my letters
written from Germany. This is the second letter T have received
from you. A couple of weeks ago received clothing parcel New
Zealand Red Cross via London. A good thing!

From L/Cpl. D. E. WEAVER (Hastings), dated 3/6/42.

Received letter to-day. As yet I have not received any
mail from you. I am doing O.K. here and am in the best of
health. Am out on a working party.

From Dvr. G. W. CRUICKSHANK (Invercargill), dated 8/6/42.
I received this on Saturday, so I am sending it back straight

away. You were saying something about parcels, well T haven’t

received any yet, but I suppose they will turn up soon.

NOTE.—The last four letters are the return half of the Red
Cross International message forms which were supplied to the
next of kin when their relatives were first officially notified
as prisoners of war—EDITOR.

STALAG 306 XVIIL D.

From Spr. M. M. RICHARDS, dated 17/5/42. :
Well, to-day here is Mother’s Day, so I've made it my

business to write to you, the rest of the lads are also writing.

Have had a spell from bush-whacking. The rest of the lads
are planting potatoes. I have been helping with the harrowing,
also helped work up a 14-acre paddock for oats. There is talk
of another shift and working on separate farms. The flower
and vegetable gardens are beginning to take shape. I received
one parcel from you and cigarette parcels from N.Z. Patriotic
Society. All were very welcome indeed. g

From Dvr. W. W. DAWSON (New Lynn), dated 10/5/42.

I received your first parcel this week and everything was
good. They added more to it at the New Zealand packing
centre. Thanks very much for now, and please thank the Red
Cross for me for the wonderful parcels that they send over.
I am still working on the farm with several others and we are
being treated quite all right, but the farmers here have very
old-fashioned ideas.

From BILL BUCHANAN (Walton), dated 3/5/42.

To Mrs. Gerring—The Red Cross are certainly doing a
great job and we are all very grateful to them. Colin has
received his first parcel from you and is very thrilled about °
it, he is also receiving plenty of mail and often lets me read
his letters. I tell him he is very fortunate to have such a
lovely mother, as you must be by your letters. We have re- .
cently been issued with new battledress, great coats and boots
and the boys look very comfortable and smart again.

From A. C. SHANKS, dated 2/6/42.

I've had all letters up to January Tth, also two parcels
and one from Alf in Egypt, and two lots of cigarettes, so you
see I've been lucky. I am very fit and working hard. I read
a good deal and paint now and then, usually Sundays. Our
work varies, sometimes pick and shovel and sometimes carrying
building material, ete.

From R. A. ANDERSON, 28/4/42.

Some of us went down to the next village this morning
for some Red Cross parcels and when I got there was delighted
to receive two letters. One of the other lads here also had a
letter from his mother, written in. February, in which she men-
tioned reading in the newspaper that I was working on a farm,
so I assume that at last you have had some of my mail. We
have some books issued from the Stalag and to-day got some
nuts and dried fruits from the Turkish Red Cross. At Easter
we were granted two days’ holiday which formed a welcome
break. Tried the horses out for the first time last week on
a spot of ploughing and although one mare is stone blind they're
quite a good pair.

From Sgt. A. G. GRAY, dated 27/5/42.

T have had another clothing parcel from you. It was sent
along after the last letter I have had, so I have no means of
krowing when you sent it. The boots were very useful and I
thank you for them. Unfortunately, much of it was missing—
the chocolate, socks, tooth-paste, etc., but it was very nice and
T felt close to you again.

STALAG XVIIIL. D.

From Sgt. MICHAEL, MULHERN, dated 12/4/42.

Was very thrilled to receive three letters from you this
week. They were dated 4th, 13th and 29th February. When I
was wounded I had a three-hour trip in an aeroplane. Am well
off for clothing since receiving your parcel and can’t think of
arything I want.

. Dated 10/5/42. I am getting quite a tan and work in my
singlet. On Sundays and evenings they have a concert party
and a very good band. Out on these farm jobs we have no
time for recreation. Sunday morning we serub and clean out
our room. Sunday afternoon is the only time we have free. We
have a few books, but, as you can imagine, it takes a long time
to read one. Have received 200 cigarettes through the N.Z.
Patriotic Seciety. So far your second parcel has not arrived
although I had word it had arrived at the Main Camp. We
all have new boots and uniforms now.

Dated 17/5//42. This week I received another parcel of cigar-
ettes (200) from N.Z. Patriotic Society. They are very acceptable,
as we are unable to buy them here. The parcel T received after
your first one came from N.Z. Patriotic Society. We are in a val-
lay surrounded by trees and everything looks very peaceful. With
the oxen in place of horses, it is all very picturesque. You
have seen the scene many times on the screen, in the travel-

ogues, but am afraid it is not quite so romantic as that. I .
am very well and we are working very hard on the farms just
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now. Everything is done by hand although they have started
to put the electricity through here, which will make the work
easier. I hope, though that we are not here to get the benefit.
(Sgt. Mulhern had received a card stating his second parcel
had arrived and he expected to receive it in a few days.)

From Sgt. J. S. HULL (Nelson), dated 29/5/42.

(This prisoner’s father writes on 28th July: “About two
months ago I sent the contents of a message I received from
my son through the British Broadcasting Corporation, which
he sent them by post-card saying he was well, working on a
farm and getting mail regularly. The announcer in London
said it was the first they had ever received and I thought such
a unique case as this would be of interest for the pamphlet.
The message was broadcast in May.”)

As yet, I have not received your parcel sent in October,
but have received one from N.Z. Red Cross, London. All get
one of these. I have also received 400 cigarettes which I
turned into food. In future, if you put my Army number on
parcels be sure to put it in brackets as my number here is
4267 and we are in camps in villages all over Germany. I
have had four months’ work on a farm of a Swiss family
and had a delightful time.

From L. BRYANT (Rotorua), dated 17/5/42.

I have had a great run of luck this week. Two more parcels
arrived, making the third. I have now more clothes than I
know what to do with, so please do not send any more just
now. One of our boys who has been ill for some time died
last week, tough luck after having come this far. However, he
was given a fitting funeral which we were all allowed to attend.
He was buried in Graz, in a Catholic cemetery where several
other English and colonial boys are buried.

From KEN NIELSEN (Marton) dated 16/5/42.

I have just received a clothing parcel from N.Z. Red Cross.
It has plenty of woollen underclothing in it and is very much
appreciated. Last week we had a light fall of snow, quite
unexpected for this time of year. I am doing quite well and
receiving parcels of foodstuffs regularly. I have also been
issued with new battle-dress, great coat and boots. The Red
Cross are certainly doing great work, without them things
would not be too bright.

From Gnr. A. McE. JACKSON (Inglewood), dated 29/4/42.
Had received a quarterly clothing parcel, also had been
getting cigarettes lately, for which they were grateful and
pleased.
From F. FORTUNE (Wellington). N
Dated 26/3/42. Yesterday your parcel arrived with the
blanket, pull-over, shirt, scarf, socks, etc., and it was very
welcome. 1t had come through London and been re-packed
there with the addition of a pair of pyjamas. Sporting gear
has recently arrived here from the Y.M.C.A. and in the even-
ings and at week-ends the yard looks very busy with football,
cricket, boxing and basketball in progress.

Dated 24/5/42. Received several letters from Egypt, one
from Arch., also food parcels from the unit and from a pen-
friend in Switzerland. To-day, Sunday, the boys are having
some athletics and boxing as usual. The Red Cross has now
sent us a small° movie machine which shows silent films. For
the first show we had a couple of German news reels and a
cartoon. Have received a fine set of Economic books from
Educational Section of Red Cross—a wonderful service. Am
still fit and fat, trying to slim down a bit now with a bit of
exercise.

From Dvr. H. L. DAWSON, dated 25/4/42.

The Red Cross are still the real people as far as us boys
go. I have now had 600 cigarettes from them and I got a
wonderful parcel of clothing this morning and a card from
the N.Z. Patriotic, so don’t send me any more clothing as I am
quite well off for clothes. Tell the folk that there are very
few N.Z. boys here, if any, that have had more mail than i
have. 1 have had about 70 letters since I have been a prisoner.
To-day is Anzac Day. We had a church service this morning
at b o’clock, which, by the way, was very good. We hav.e an
English Padre here. I was offered a place in the N.7. cricket
team, but had to turn it down on account of my back.

Dated 8/5/42. Still received mail. I have made a lot of
friends here—Aussies, Tommies, French, Poles and others. I
bought a nice signet ring to-day, made out of 2 francs—they
are a French coin. A French prisoner makes them and it is sur-

" prising what a good job he makes of them.

STALAG XXI A.

(NOTE.—Only three New Zealand men in this camp.)
From 8. S. GRIFFITHS, dated 24/5/42.

This is the second letter I have sent by Air Mail; for a
small charge we are allowed to send them that way. Haven't
received your parcels yet. Been split up a bit lately.

3 Dated 31/5/42. Am sitting out in the sun writing this,
in a pair of winter underpants (cut short). Never worn long
underpants before and feel like a grandpa in them; of course,
they were very handy when the snow was here. A few days
ago I received a clothing parcel from the New Zealand Patriotic
Fund, set pyjamas and underwear, towel, slip-over, balaclava,
gloves, scarf, razor, brush, soap, toothbrush and powder and
two pairs socks. I had 200 cigarettes from them also. We
medical get 10 marks every 10 days (I since last October)
and the English chaps have been told by their pay officers that
they are having £2 a month deducted from their pay.

From C. E. BARWELL, dated 10/2/42.

Last week I received a clothing parcel from the New Zea-
land Red Cross. It contained a shirt, underpants, singlet, py-
jamas, pullover, two pairs socks, two handkerchiefs, pair gloves,
scarf, towel, balaclava, soap, toothbrush, tooth powder, shaving
stick, tin nugget, 13 Ib. chocolate, razor and blades, shaving
brush, and comb. We all received a food parcel from the
Canadian Red Cross.

Dated 15/2/42. T received a clothing parcel from the New
Zealand Red Cross. Among other things it contained a pair of
gloves and a balaclava. I have travelled around Europe quite
a bit the last few months. I have been through parts of seven
European countries. We get a food parcel from the British
or Canadian Red Cross every week.

From H. McL. MACMILLAN (Masterton), dated 1/2/42.

I haven’t had any more letters since I left Rouen. There
is a chap here from Gisborne and he is a very good sort. We
have to get up at 7 a.m. every day, roll call at 9 a.m., another
roll call at 5 pm. For tea we have something out of our Red
Cross parcels and fifth of a loaf of bread.

STALAG XX. A.

From Sgnm. R. DREW (Petone), dated 14/1/42.

The Red Cross give us a parcel every week and
Supply clothes and cigarettes, so no worrying. The
chaps have formed an orchestra which is good and there is one
man who is an ptionally good pi dian player. He
goes into the potato room and plays while the chaps are peel-
ing potatoes and most of the day we can hear some tune being
playegl on the accordian while the chaps who are peeling potatoes
are singing.

Dated 1/2/42. The orchestra just formed in this camp is
real good. Next week the English chaps are putting on a con-
cert and the following week the French chaps are putting on
a play. Besides the weekly paper written in English there is
a six-page typewritten magazine which gives the football and
sporting results in England. A young Australian Padre who
came with us and was liked by all left this camp just recently.
They had a clothes issue the other day and I received a new
English uniform and overcoat, a pair of boots and a set of under-
wear and socks. The English overcoats are double-breasted
and are well cut and look smart. There was a notice on the
board to-day stating that our numbers and addresses had been
sent to Geneva. To-day a New Zealand chap received two

letters.
STALAG XX. A. (5).

From Cpl. A. J. SPENCE.

Dated 8/3/42. To-day I received 18 letters—13 from you
11th July to 17th November, with about four missing. It was
wonderful to hear from you again after a spell of nine months,
they had apparently chased all over the country for me.

Dated 25/4/42. Sports and entertainments are plentiful
and although there has been a hold-up in the Red Cross lately
we are fairly happy 5

STALAG III D.

From Capt. H. COATES NEALE. ) 3

Dated 16/1/42. I have just finished my evening sick parade
and having been doled out one letter sheet, the two padres and
myself are busy writing them. But the difficulty is what to
write. After four weeks in hospital with diptheria I am glad
to be back at work, particularly now that the work is much
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have not yet received any clothes parcels either from home
or New Zealand House. They will arrive in due course,

MARLAG UND_MILAG NORD.

The Merchant Navy Comforts Service only deals with the
next-of-kin parcels which are sent through their prisoners of
war packing centre,

The camp is situated in the north-west of Germany in a
large pine forest where trees have been cut down to make
rcom for the camp. The prisoners are housed in wooden huts
which are adequately heated and we are told that the lighting
is satisfactory so that the prisoners can read and write in
the evenings. The food is prepared in kitechens by British
ccoks and the prisoners themselves have facilities for the pre-
paration of their personal foodstuffs. There is also a can-
teen, run by a British officer, where the prisoners can buy at
X ble prices, 1 de, cigarettes and the usual toilet
articles.

There is an infirmary which is installed in a new building
and is described as being of irreproachable construction from
the point of view of hygiene, and has also a small dental sur-
gery attached. There is a library, which, at the date of the
report, consisted of about 1000 books and this is continually
being added to. The most unsatisfactory feature of the camp
has been the prisoners’ mail, which has been very irregular
and about which we have had many complaints.

The whole camp is under German naval administration,
but there is apparently one camp Post Office for all the different
sections of the camp which contains Merchant Navy prisoners,
prisoners from the Royal Navy, and varied allied seamen. It
seems that there is a shortage of German censors which causes a
hold-up of the letters, and we hear that they are very often de-
layed for several weeks in the camp Post Office before being dis-
tributed. The postal authorities have taken up the matter
and are doing all they can to see that a more regular service
is established.

From W. R. ALEXANDER, dated 6/3/42.

I received your October letter last week, also the pull-over
and socks That is the only parcel I have received from you.
1 was wishing for the cake one to turn up but my luck was
out. I resigned myself to a lengthy stay when I got here
S0 you can guess my state of mind. The only thing I worry
about is my food, which you can well understand is on the
short side. My health is pretty good now.

P.G. 35.

I'rom Capt. A. G. GILCHRIST, dated 14/4/42. Wity
We have moved to a permanent camp at last. This is an
old monastry situated about 2000 feet above sea level. The
building is a huge affair with a four-sided quadrangle and
cloistérs. The whole place is very old, some of the masonry
showing the dates 14th and 17th century. We are on the floor
of a valley and high mountains look down on us. The valley
appears quite fertile, but the mountains are bare and barren.
There are five officers in our room—a South African bomber
pilot, an Englishman and two New Zealand dental officers and
myself. The New Zealanders are Skegg of Auckland and
Aitken of Levin. The walls of the room are white-washed
and we have comfortable beds. I am not doing any medical

work.
P.G. 38.

From Lieut. A. S. RUSDEN, dated 24/3/42.

Plenty of smokes, a library and a piano. We are allowed
so much money each month according to rank, and if what
we want is obtainable we can have it. Lately I bought under-
clothes, slippers, hair brush, ete., which help one to keep re-
spectable. As officers we have to pay for everything, including
food, as there is no issue, but the system seems to work all
right. Have bought some tools and seeds and shortly should
have a good garden. This will be a great help and enable us
to make up a few vitamins. Last Sunday a parish dignitary
came and blessed the building. &

Dated 7/4/42. The Italians were very good and give me
cod liver oil and malt and then had some eggs with which I
had some ‘egg-nogs every day. Am very glad to tell you that
we have had two Red Cross parcels, and have hopes of them
coming regularly. They are excellent and make such a differ-
ence. We have walks sometimes which make a pleasant change

and our guards are quite pleased to tell us of the historical”

interest of the places we see. Some of them talk excellent
English, and we have one or two who can converse quite well

in Italian. One parcel arrived in good time for Easter, We
have been able to purchase extra commodities, so we are expect-
ing a reasonably enjoyable Easter.

From Capt. L. C. S. HILL (Parnell), dated 7/4/42. The big
event was the arrival of two Red Cross parcels and they should
come once a week now. They are splendid and make a big differ-
ence to our rations. With our hired piano and some music we have
a weekly recital of good music and it’s most enjoyable. Our
daily ration varies little—at 9 a cup of coffee or cocoa, roll-
call and sick parade at 9.30. There are several of our drivers
and the Italian one, a very cheery fellow, comes daily also;
12, lunch; 2-4, lectures with a cup of tea at 3; 6, evening meal,
and 8, a talk or another lecture; 9, ovaltine and bed. We inter-
sperse this with gardening, reading and cards as the weather
and mood move us. On Saturday nights we have a formal
dinner followed by a sing-song. There is no official breakfast,
so the parcels were welcomed to provide a snack.

From 2nd Lieut. R. Ci WEBB.

Dated 30/3/42. 1It’s one of the big days of our lives as
prisoners to-day, as we have received our first Red Cross parcels
and a remarkably good one too. We are getting a hot shower
once a week, also got some soap in our parcel, which was more
welcome than anything.

Dated 7/4/42. The once all-important question of food
has faded into the background this last week. We put the
majority of our Red Cross parcels into the mess and we have
had most satisfactory meals. FEaster is, of course, a big fiesta
for the Italians and they have come to light well. Half a
dozen lambs and various sweets and chocolate, in addition to
our normal rations. As the Red Cross seem to have things
well in hand I really don’t think there is any need to send me
any parcels; anyway, they would take so long to get here,
and if the worst comes we can live on one Red Cross parcel
a week and be much better off than at some stages of our
captivity. Had a great walk yesterday, just meandering around
for a couple of hours. Our camp is actually considered a health
resort.

From Major G. I. B. THOMAS (Masterton).

Dated 8th and 16th March, 1942. I am housed in a large
building on a hillside in the country and have a large sunny
rocom which T share with two other Majors. Bishop Gerrard
was with us, but has left now after six weeks. My window
overlooks a pleasant valley a mile or so wide, through which
runs a river, road and railway, and there are many medieval
castles, also numerous two-story stone farm houses on the
hills in sight, and a few small villages on ridges. We are en-
joying lessons and lectures in French, science, medicine, farm-
ing, book-keeping and engineering. I have been learning how
to prune trees and grape vines and have practised on the
trees and vines in the grounds. We are busy preparing a large
vegetable garden and hoping for bumper crops. You will be
pleased to know that we receive an apple and orange each per
day, in addition to our rations of food. Do not trouble to send
2oods from New Zealand and do not worry about me as I

“have all I need excepting letters from you.

Dated 24th and 30th March, 1942. The Red Cross have sent
us parcels from England and propose to send them regularly
now. We now have no cause for complaint. What do you
think? T had my first cup of tea for four months, and was
it good? We have a canteen here and can purchase razor
blades, shirts, socks, brushes, ete., so please do not send any
goods as I have sufficient and there will be difficulty in trans-
port. We are still busy with our gardens and have planted
many seeds, mostly flowering annuals, so should soon have a
blaze of colour. We have also planted out 1,000 onion plants
and 1,500 garlic plants. There are numerous plots which small
groups of officers have to cultivate various vegetables which
will later come on to the menu. We also have vines and frui*
trees which ave receiving attention from our orchardist en-
thusiasts. It is remarkable what good items some of the men
can produce and we have at least one 2YA performer with us.
Our library is a great help to us and we have books on many
interesting subjects.

From Lieut. F. 0SCAR BURTT (Rotorua).

Dated 15/3/42. We look down from our position on a hill.
on a beautiful green valley neatly arranged with vines and
fruit trees. Many clusters of old houses dot the scene and two
villages nestle in the hills not far away. It is very picturesque.
This morning all the village bells were ringing and it was very
Iike home. We have a piano—a beautiful instrument—and
only about a pound a month for hire. I sing solos at our weekly
concerts and last night a prize of a few figs was given for
the best item! I won it. I am librarian, share a garden, give
some lectures, read, walk and write, so the time does not. drag
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now and I went on one, quite a good break and the view up
the valley was well worth it. It is really not so bad here.

Dated 14/4/42. We received 3 Red Cross parcels between
four men and I have just finished my share. We hope to
receive one per men per week in near future. We have a new
commandant of the camp here now and I honestly believe he is
doing his best for us. I am fit and well. One of the boys
in our hut received a letter posted on the 2nd February in New
Zealand, and as we are all New Zealanders in this hut you can
bet we are all eagerly waiting for one also. We are now re-
ceiving two extra meals per week and with the new season’s
crop, should receive two every day.- I believe we will receive
two loaves too.

From J. C. and L. W. GREATBATCH (Napier).

Dated April. Camp 52 is situated in a picturesque valley
with peasant houses dotted about the surrounding hills. Most
of the hills are covered with olive and gorse trees and look
a picture in the spring. The highway is a fairly important
one with a village every mile or so and five churches with clocks
and bells can be seen. An item of interest is the number of
cable baskets from the hill houses to the roadway and the camp
gets its supplies across the river from the road. There is also
a small foothridge. The compound is roughly three acres, and
three-quarters of space is taken by various huts—small bunga-
low type occupied by officers and R.S.M.s, two-storied type
holding about 100, and long narrow hall type, holding 100 with
a small part sectioned off for sergeants and 50 double-decker
bunks, each bunk has a palliasse, pillow, sheets and three
blankets. 1

Dated Mid-April. We are starting lectures on educational
subjects, including shorthand, book-keeping, engineering, lan-
guages, electrical subjects, wireless and various trades. We
get a Red Cross parcel occasionally, they cause great excitement
as it is the nearest approach to home sweet home. They have
a stunning assortment.

From Pte. J. N. JOHNSON (Wellington). L

Dated 7/3/42. Twice a week we receive an issue of wine
and an issue of cheese. Sugar is also issued. This week we
received a Canadian Red Cross parcel containing tinned meat,
raisins, prunes, cheese, powdered milk, sardines, salmon, choc-
olate, soap, apricot jam and butter. The butter tasted wonder-
ful after not having any for a few months.

Dated 14/3/42. We are paid by the Italians and have a
canteen in which to spend it. By making a levy of two lire
per man sufficient money was raised to buy some musical in-
struments. They have now arrived and are being used a great
deal. Many concerts are being arranged. The Aussies and
New Zealanders in camp have formed an “Anzac” Concert
Party.

Dated 8/6/42. Once again the week has brought forth
mail. I received your letter dated 8/3/42. I have not received
the parcel yet, but expect it any day now. At present ‘“Plum”
and I have only one set of shaving gear between us. He sup-
plies the brush and I supply the razor.

P.G.:07.

From H. R. PALMER, dated 3/4/42.

It is a beautiful day, the opposite to the Good Friday we
spent last year in the rain and mud, with snow in the air.
Recently about half a dozen former members of the N.Z. Field
Hospital left here, in a trance at the 5101‘ious news that they
were to be repatriated—going home!! One of these W.0.2, Ron
Jacks, is a Christchurch man.

Next to repatriation, the sccasion we look forward to

the most is the issue Red Cross parcels. If the

pecple responsible for the organisation, the planning,

the packing and all the other work attendant on the
delivery of these fcod parcels could only see the great

joy of the men here on the occasions when we receive

them, I'm sure they would be amply rewarded. Can you

imagine grown men lying awake until the early hours
of the morning, excited as a lot of kids, over the receipt

of their parcels?

I'm sure there’s not a single man among us who is ever
likely to forget parcels or the people responsible for them. We
would all be pleased here if these few inadequate words could
be published for them to see. Allan, Ron and I are all well.
From Gnr. H. JOHNSON, dated 22/5/42.

‘We have been rather depressed of late, but everything has
happened at once. We had been out of food parcels from the
Red Cross for two months and cigarettes were at a premium
and then the parcels came to light and we are enjoying an
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orgy of eating and smoking. Then we got the news that eight
of the medical orderlies who were rumoured to be going to work
as orderlies, were told that they were going to be repatriated
to N.Z. Also the whole atmosphere of the camp is 200 per cent.
better, brighter, and one is very optimistic all at once. We are
all a little depressed at the lack of Red Cross parcels, but we
are hoping for some soon.

From N. R. LORY, dated 13/8/42.

. It’s snowing here and is it cold?
If you were here the story told
Would warm your little hearts.
I’d tell you of the burning sands
In which I lived in desert lands,
I'd tell you tales of love my dears,
If only I could have you here.
I'm quite O.K. I wish to tell,
But “Prisoner,” it hurts like Hell.

I had a bit of luck this week, the compound ran a raffle
te raise funds for goal posts and other things, and yours truly
won the third prize, which was a fountain pen, quite a nice
one too. Some of the boys from N.Z. received mail lately, but
they have been captive longer than I have. Some of the letters
were nearly twelve months old, but they were very welcome
just the same. I am quite O.K. and I have a 100 to 1 chance
%f %etting home and still have hopes of seeing the Old Country

rst.

Dated 28/3/42. Everything is again wonderful in the gar-
den. We have just received another parcel from the Red Cross.
You have no idea how it bucks the boys up, there’s nothing
like a contented feeling down below! Quite a bit of mail seems
te be arriving in camp too. I did not write to you last week,
but used my page to write to N.Z. House, London, re books
on Mineral Feeding. Hope to hear from them soon as I have
a great chance to study while here.

From M. BRADY, dated 29/3/42.

The weather is good now, real spring, and lovely and warm,
It really is a pretty country, Italy, I would like to travel through
it in peace time. Red Cross parcels arrived in again to-day
and it is good to have a bit of chocolate and an English cig-
arette again. The Italian tobacco is quite good, but very strong.
Every afternoon now we lie out in the sun and listen to the
music on the wireless, they put on good music here. At night
here we listen to lectures on such subjects as poultry farming,
fruit growing, etc., with an occasional concert.

From W. G. WEST (Otorohanga), dated 29/3/42.

We are all well here, Claude is in the pink and so am I.
Last I'riday we received our first Red Cross parcel and by Jove!
they are marvellous, full of tinned food of every description,
also fifty English cigarettes each. We are picking at our food
all day this week, and it makes a big difference to everyone—
cheerful and pleasant, one and all. i wish I could give you a
list of the contents of my parcel, but I'm afraid I can’t.

From G. FLETCHER (Clevedons), dated 22/3/42. I am keep-
ing well, but will be pleased when we get some more Red Cross
parcels, as we have not had any for six weeks now. When there
are no parcels we don’t get any English cigarettes as there is a
tin of fifty with each parcel. I will be glad when I get a letter
from you as I have not had one of any kind since the 5th
November last year. Jim Hutcheon, from Hamilton, is in
this camp, and he says that Syd. Matthews was a prisoner
with him at Renghax

2!
Dated 29/3/42. We all had a pleasant surprise this morn- .
ing, as some more Red Cross parcels have arrived after an

interval of seven weeks. I don’t know yet whether there will
be enough for one each, but at any rate we are certain to:
get one between two. We have been rather short of smokes
this week, but have high hopes of getting some more soon.

From E. C. ROLSTON (Napier), dated 14/3/42. ¥

Here we are again, still alive, and in a prison camp. Face
has healed up but is all out of shape, and I am to be put before
a Repatriation Neutral Board, so have more than a good
chance of getting back to a British country where the doctors
tell me 1 will get fixed up quite a bit. I don’t know how long
it will take, but any time up to Christmas is a fair guess.
Was pleased to get some underclothes and socks from Red
Cross to-day, also 50 fags which were more than welcome.
Have got into a hut with a cobber out of my old platoon.
Some day you may get a wire to say I’'ve been exchanged
for Italian sick and wounded, so here’s hoping.
From F. G. STUART, dated 12/2/42.

The boys are putting on condition and looking much better
than when we arrived. This is parcel day and its good to get
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the full cream, butter, milk and jam from the Canadian par-
cels. If the people at home could only see what good con-
ditions we are now living under there would be no one worrying.
From W. S. DAVEY (Waimaru, Havelock), dated 11/4/42.

I am doing well and feel sure it won’t be very long before
we are all together again, so get the old beer barrel ready, be-
cause I've got a lot of lost time to make up. We got some
American Red Cross parcels the other day and believe me they
were good. One article was a pound of prunes and I have
been having stewed prunes every night this week. They also
contained meats, fish, chocolate and drinks in it. We have
started gardening here now for our own use. The grass around
the camp is getting quite green now with the spring rain and

sunshine.
P.G. 65.

From COLIN WELCH (Masterton), dated 5/4/42.

I am still doing fine. Very cold in Greece for winter where
we landed after being torpedoed. Still in hopes of getting home
or at least-back to Kgypt very shortly. Have seen no sign of
ReddCross representative or parcel which we are looking for-
ward to.

From KEN. N. C. TURNER, dated 30/3/42.

I am in good health and have some money left. We were in
Greece for three months after the shipwreck and am now in
Italy and going to permanent camp soon, which I hear is very
good. I was captured on 28th November. I hope you are
all well and not worrying too much.

P.G. 66.

From Sgt. A. L. CAVERHILL, dated 8/3/42.

The evenings are spent rather pleasantly listening to var-
jous talks and lectures from anyone who is willing to speak,
so I am still learning how people in other parts of the world
live. To-day, however, is really sunny, so it will have to be
washing day. There is an excellent choir in the camp which
is kept busy with a long list of engagements in each hut. We
sleep more comfortably now as live-stock has been removed
by frequent showers and constant, vigil. Red Cross food parcels
have come to hand, one parcel between two, and we have Can-
adian butter on our bread, which is a real thrill. These parcels
make life more pleasant. We only hope it is possible for us
to receive them more often.

From S. R. FORD, dated 8/3/42.

This week I attended a talk given by a pilot of a Welling-
ton bomber, which was very interesting, also a talk on Poultry
Farming. Quite a number of prisoners are learning Italian.
We had a church service here this morning and another one
to-night. We have a minister in this hut who holds a short
service every Sunday night. We received one Red Cross parcel
between two of us this week. Contained a pound tin of butter,
after not tasting such for months was delicious. It was a
Canadian parcel and was very good, better than the English
ones.

Dated 22/3/42. This week I have attended several talks,
also two concerts. We have a few musical instruments, includ-
ing a piano, which has livened things up considerably. Concerts
often last till after midnight. We received a Red Cross parcel
between three this week. You can guess it did not last long.

From Cpl. J. H. SMITH.

Dated 7/2/42. We had a visit from the Cardinal of Rome,
who brought us games, we received a Christmas card from the
Pope—a grand souvenir. We are hoping to send them home,
they are signed by Pope Pius XII. Am still keeping body and
soul together, even putting on weight. We are able to buy
biscuits, etc., from our canteen, trade cigarettes for bread, bread
for jam—it’s a great life the sporting life.

Dated 3/3/42. Am still alive and kicking. We have had a
Red Cross parcel again, feels like Christmas day. If only the
people who packed them could see us they would weep with
joy. One chappie has just finished making a pudding, a small
issue loaf cheese and jam with syrup to taste.

LAGHOUAT, ALGERIA.

From Squadron Leader R. C. BRICKELL.

Dated 15/1/42. Christmas here was not bad, as we were
able to buy lots of local wine and have a bit of a blow-out
followed by quite a meal owing to the fortuitous arrival of
Christmas parcels from Red Cross. New Year was not bad,
either. The camp had a revue, “Les Girls de Laghouat,” almost

up to Hippodrome standard, and the best laugh we have had
for months. One of the high spots apart from the turns was
the foot-lights, made out of milk tins and connected with a
water dimmer, which actually worked, though most of the
stage hands got a kick in operating it. We get quite a lot of
fun out of life here on the whole, We are guarded by a special
regiment repatriated from Syria, who are occasionally a bit
small-minded about it, though we are on the fringe of the
desert proper. It has been bitterly cold for weeks and few
garments in the camp are not worn night and day.

Dated 12/2/42. My chief hobby is running the “University”
of Laghouat. There are classes in French, German, Spanish,
Arabic, mathematics, shorthand, book-keeping, first aid, ltalian,
wireless play reading—in fact anything some one knows and
half a dozen others want to. Next best for passing the time
are Red Cross parcels and next best just sitting in the sun
which is beginning to get decently warm in the afternoon.
From DOUGLAS BURNS (cable received 6th July). Received.
two letters first since November. Being treated all right, am
quite well. Soap, football shorts; love.

OFLAG VI. B.

From Major C. A. LE LIEVRE - (Whakatane).

I will be signing a Bank Draft on the Union Bank of
Australia, Whakatane, for approximately £5 for charity busi-
ness irom all Prisoners of War. It is an appreciation for
various Red Cross in all countries from Prisoners of War.
British officers here are able to give cheques straight out but
the New Zealanders are different. The draft will probably
not be presented till after the war is over. Takapuna (Auck-
land) sent Christmas Greetings to Prisoners of War at this
camp. Please write and thank the branch. Odd letters to
various Prisoner of War tell of activities in New Zealand, and
we run a little news service here of New Zealand gossip. We
will all be home for Christmas, 1942, so get a young turkey
ready. Mrs. Le Lievre writes: “Last week the manager of
the Union Bank sent for me as he had received the cheque
drawn up on a piece of note paper with a stamp from Geneva
and from Lloyds Bank, London. Of course I promptly gave
him another cheque to keep this one from my husband. Major
Le Lievre is now at Oflag IX A, which is a castle 700 years
old, on the top of a hill 1400 feet above sea level. It has turrets
and a moat, and they believe dungeons, but, of course, they are
not for Prisoners of War. It is central heated and has a splen-
did library, some of the officers are Majors Macduff (Christ-
church), Rattray (Dunedin), Gordon (Wanganui), Heathering-
ton (Thames). IX A. is a senior officers camp and mostly all
Dunkirk men. My husband’s letter dated Oflag IX A, May 22nd
says: ‘YESTERDAY I RECEIVED YOUR CLOTHES PAR-
CEL POSTED LAST AUGUST, complete to the list. Blankets
are beautiful. Used one last night and used other for pillow.
Softest pillow I have had. The slippers are most welcome and
fit perfectly. Bath day next Saturday and for me Coal Tar
Soap. Boot laces was a splendid thought. Underclothes will
be needed in a few months as it appears that spring, summer
and autumn have to crowd themselves into under six months
and old winter gets the balance. There are few countries to
beat New Zealand. Chocolate I am saving for lean times. WE
GOT OUR WEEKLY PARCEL TO-DAY BUT THAT FIN-
ISHES OUR STORE HERE. Still something always turns up
and I h?ve not been really hungry since I arrived at Oflag VII D
last July.

STALAG VIII B.

From Pte. B. C. WOOLSEY (Abbotsford), dated 5th July.

I have some good news for you this week as 1 have now
received my second clothing parcel for which I thank you and
all who contributed to it from the bottom of my heart. Please
leave out underwear in my next parcel and substitute chocolate,
as anything to eat is much more useful to me. I had a won-.
derful experience last Sunday afternoon. Thirty of us were
tuken four miles away from camp to a small lake where we
had a most delightful swim. You cannot imagine how pleasant
it was to walk through the picturesque country side after spend-
ing over a year behind barbed wire.

From Pte. W. HUNIA (Te Hapua), dated 27th March.

I suppose you have received some of my letters by now,
but I am still expecting one from you. Well, Mum, I am stilt
in the best of health and hoping you are all at home the same.
The last time I saw Ponaute and Toka they were very well.
I have not seen Wiki and Joe yet, they are out working. At
present I am working in a paper mill and it is a good job.
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