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Pamphlet No. 7, November, 1942 

Prisoners of War Pamphlet 
ISSUED BY 

The Joint Council of the Order of St. John and The New Zealand 
Red Cross Society 

SICK AND WOUNDED FUND 
Hon. Assistant Editor—Mrs. J. W. JACK. Hon. Editor—Mr. J. ABEL 

All the official information supplied is taken from the monthly bulletin issued by the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. 

Next-of-kin are invited to send copies of letters to any of the below mentioned offices. 
Owing to the shortage of paper it is obvious that only the more recent letters can now be pub­
lished, as these give the most up-to-date information to other next of kin regarding the situation 
at the various camps. Please, therefore, do not send any letters posted from Prisoner of War 
Camps dated earlier than July, 1942. Also make sure that the date of the letter is given, also 
Camp when known. 

If you do not desire the name of the prisoner of war to be published with his letter, please 
make this clear when forwarding copy and the name will be deleted. 

Shortage of paper does not allow us to publish copies of groups of prisoners, and as these 
are extensively published in several leading New Zealand weekly journals, next of kin are re­
quested therefore not to send in photographs of groups. 

The Editor. 

HEADQUARTERS AND WELLINGTON: 
96 Tory Street, Wellington. 

P.O. Box 139, Te Aro Wellington. 
Telegraphic Address; "JOINTCIL." 

CANTERBURY & WESTLAND PROVINCES; 
105A Cashel Street, Christchurch, 

P.O. Box 1098, Christchurch. 

AUCKLAND PROVINCE: 
Bank of New Zealand Chambers, 

Swanson Street, Auckland. 
P.O. Box 247, Auckland. 

OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND PROVINCES: 
2nd Floor, Queen's Buildings, Princes St., Dunedin 

P.O. Box 456, Dunedin. 

ITALIAN PRISON CAMPS. In our No. 2 Prisoners of War Pamphlet, published in 
.  . . .  .  .  ,  M a r c h ,  t h e r e  i s ,  o n  page 2. a very complete account of Servi-

were originally known by place names, g]ian0) Campo P.G. 59, as it must now be known, and a photo-
eriven numbers "in heu ot names. Next gr&ph of the camp on page 7. A report of Montalbo, Camp P.G. 

particular to discontinue the use ol 41 lippears pnge 2 of Pamphlet No, 3. 
ers. The following l.st gives an out- CASERTA HOSPITAL.-This is a large perm 

ta.ry Hospital. Four 2-storey wooden houses with large veran­
dahs are at the disposal of the British prisoners and the 150 

cared for. Parcels arrive 
ner time, but these are the 
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ntly been 

ure 
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but have recently fc 
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ni.mes and use only nu 
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given numbers in 
be particular to di 

mb anent Mili-

Candeli, near Flor 
Rezzanello, near Pi, 
San Romano, Pisa. 
Viano, 
Padulla, near 
Poppi, Arrezo. 
Montalbo, near Piacenza. 
Chiavari, near Genoa. 
Gruppiguano, near Udine. 
Servigliano, near Ancona. 
Gravina-Altamura, Lucania. 
Capua, near Naples. 
Bari, near Brindisi. 
Sulmona, Abruzzi, 
Tutarano, near Brindisi. 
Military Hospital, Lucca. 

or the antisn pn 
be well cared f 

es a long time. 

P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3400 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3100 
P.M. 3200 
P.M. 3300 
P.M. 3450 
P.M. 3400 
P.M. 3450 
P.M. 3300 
P.M. 3450 
P.M. 3550 

ence 
acenza. 

P.G. 12. . . 
P.G. 17. . . 
P.G. 27... 
P.G. 29... 
P.G. 35... 
P.G. 38... 
P.G. 41... 
P.G. 5 2 . . .  
P.G. 57. . . 
P.G. 59... 
P-G. 65 
P.G. 66. . . 
P.G. 75... 
P.G. 78... 
P.G. 85... 
P.G. 98. 1̂1 • 
Camps 65, 66, 75, and 85 are Transit Camps. 

cers and men seem to be 
very irregularly and mail tak 
only complaints reported. 

Visited 24/3/42. 
CAMPO P.G. 35.—This new camp was opened on March 

23rd. About 400 officers and 80 other ranks are housed in a 
fifteenth century monastery. There is ample accommodation. 
Modern installations are still being completed. The Indian pris­
oners of war have separate rooms. Parcels have not yet been 
received in this camp and letters take a long time to arrive. 
About seven rooms constitute the infirmary. They are said 

well furnished and in charge of a doctor and 
lies. Cinema and radio installations will soon be com-

and books, footballs and gameg ar« being sent to the 
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CAMPO P.G. 41.—155 officers and British orderlies are de- brick and stone. During the great cold of last winter the 
tained here in an old castle near a village. The castle was heating stoves were not adequate. Large ones have been 
once the summer quarters of the students of a college and has promised for next winter, and windows are to be mended, 
been adapted to its present use. There are dormitories, re- As at P.G. 41, and indeed in all the camps in Italy, the 
creation rooms and dining rooms, all light and airy and heated chief complaint is the non-arrival of parcels and difficulty in 
by wood fuel stoves, which have been functioning since De- procuring enough food for the officers. 
cember. A large playing field has been constructed for the men. 

Red Cross parcels are distributed equally between all the but the officers have only a small field. Loud speakers are in-
r. There has been a period when parcels have stalled in the camps and Italian programmes are transmitted 

ing regularly. Without the parcels the food is through them. The prisoners have pianos and are able to buy 
uate, particularly for the officers, who, in conformity Italian papers, magazines and books, particularly educational 
nvention, do not draw rations, but pay for their food, books. 

:e and in the yard There is a well organised hospital, run by three Italian 
taken for escorted dcctors attached to the camp. Two British chaplains hold regu-

religious services. 
Visited 7/3/42 and 23/4/42. 
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Visited 12/3/42. 
CAMPO P.G. 52.—Over 2,500 men are housed in wood and 

ne barracks laid out on a flat plain protected by the sur- With d h mentio„ in the!.e rts ( ir Iar 

rounding hills Heating will be installed before next winter. al.rival of « , in the camps, the International Red Crosf has 
New modern shower baths with hot water heaters have been fhe Ne„ High Commissioner, Mr. - " 
installed in a building near the camp, as the washing facilities j d that h short (o»d .cels in th^ is 
in the camp itself are not yet satistactory. ^ has be(!n rJmedied. th^ full 

The latest report states that Red Cross parcels are arriving sent to aii campS fro,n Geneva, and also that an 
more regularly and in good condition and an improvement in reserve of two parcels a man has been established, 
the food was noticed. Medical and dental inspections take place The reasons for the shortage were briefly as follows:— 

Supplies sent from U.S.A., in anticipation of which packing 
in Britain was cut down, did not materialise. An accident to 
one of the Red Cross ships at Marseilles put her out of action 
for nearly three months. The remaining ships were not suffi­
cient to transport from Lisbon normal supplies of food as well 

s camp has much to recommend it, as clothing which was urgently needed in the camps, 
be done for the administrative side. BULK SUPPLIES SENT.—As a result the Internal 
flat and uninteresting, being in a Red Cross had to draw on their remaining reserves. Bulk 

iw-capped mountains in the distance, plies of food were sent, but it is clear from pri 
nsists of double walled wooden huts, that they did not realise that these supplies we 

y feet long by fifteen to twenty the place of parcels, 
and dry. Each hut houses 89 men, in the case of Italy there was an added difficulty. At the 

alliases. The issue of one double and end of January the Italian authorities informed the Inter-
ly enough for the winter months. A national Committee that the camps were to be given numbers 
eaters in each hut was sufficient only instead of names, and that until the numbering was completed 

ree or four hours each night. no parcels should be despatched. This held up Italian supplies 
nd latrines were open to the wind, but for two weeks, and further delay was caused by a new instruc-
ing made to the Red Cross delegate this tion that parcels from Geneva must no longer be addressed to 

camps, but to a central agency in Italy for distributi 
At the request of the Italian Red Cross, 3,000 extra food 
els each for Camps 75 and 85, and 5,000 extra parcels 
Jamp 66 have been despatched from Geneva. 
Owing to recent developments in Libya, increased supplies 

parcels will be needed in Italian camps to which British and 
Dominion prisoners are likely to be sent. Britain is increasing 
her despatches, and New Zealand is increasing her quota and 
packing 8,000 food parcels per week. 

Each Camp Leader now holds reserve stocks, in orde 
be able to give each prisoner his weekly parcel, even 

e number of the personnel is augmented. When that happ 
certain time must elapse before the International Commit 

it the lists of prisoners brought up to date. 

The are all 
ever 

owed on 
they like 
nd aft 

the terrac 
and are 

ernoons. 
adeque 
tude of 

cf the 
walk 

a le  
lar 

Visil 
OFL PARCELS FOR THE CAMPS. 

sto was re-o 
from Ofl; 
is div 

170 
picturesq 
officers a 
share ro( 
big wind< 

ing co 
in the 

ide W. J. 
ul son er 

be :ave been 
additional 

was 
)nth Wan 

ndi 
ry montn. 

Visited 1/4/42 and 5/5/42. 
The following account of Campo P.G. 57 is taken from a 

report written by Lieut. S. Edgar, an Australian, recently re­
patriated:— 
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300 down 31. 
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of the hill 

of 
eh war were issued with the equiva-

day, of a very inferior type, but 
ip prisoners of 
of tobacco per a very interior type, but 

theless most welcome. Cigarette issues were received in 
: camps, but it was only in P.G. 57 that any degree of 
ity was reached.=5 cigarettes. 

srseas arrives approximately every 
between the censor's office and the 
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Musical instruments and indoor and outdoor games have T̂telaTflUTe5 Wtchen11™"8 COld Watel', 8 

sent. Walks J^ave been arranged ai^ wireless loud speak- Can ^^5' are Britfsh d0ct0ra and a British dentist in 
have been installed. Relations between teP attendance at the infirmary. More serious cases are sent to 

Camp Commandant are desenbed as excellent. the Reserve Lazaret at Sa/dbosteL 

Visited 20/o/42 and 1/5/4^. j-gpo^g say that thte hospital has been enlarged and 
ge transit camp and prisoners medical treatment improved. Patients have been provided with 

war do not usually stay longer than a few months. A trans- hospital clothes. Parcels are sent here from Marlag und Milag. 
of all prisoners of war was reported to have taken place Visited 10/4/42 and 11/4/42. 

on 26/3/42, but this has not so far been confirmed. More huts STALAG XIII.C. at Hammelburg, east of Mainz.—The camp 
are being built at this camp to take the place of the tents is composed of wooden hutments which appear to be rather 
which were in use and which will now be used as mess rooms, ancient. It is over-crowded and the three-tier bunks take up 
At present they are used as accommodation for negro prisoners, all the available space, the prisoners have very little room for 

Visited 24/3/42. their personal effects. Every prisoner has three blankets. 
CAMPO P.G. 78.—This is one of the largest prisoner of dormitories are heated by two stoves, which, however, are 

war camps in Italy. There are about 200 officers and 1,800 not allowed to be lighted till 11 o'clock in the morning. Only 
other ranks housed on a site where there was a prisoner of the Concert Hall and the Infirmary are lit by electricity, the 

• camp during the last war. Officers, N.C.O.'s and men are other rooms have four petrol lamps which are most unsatisfac-
thr»« distinct sections, living in one-storied buildings of tory from the point of view both of lighting and ventilation. 
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the 
The food is well prepared and adequate q 

tributed. The prisoners receive 330 grami 
day. They can heat up their tinned stuffs i 
parcels on the stoves in their hutments. 

le clothing of the prisoners in this camp is satisfactory. 
They all have warm underclothing, only gloves are missing. 
The conditions in the Labour Detachments are 

The camp library comprises about 4,500 books. 
Mass is said in the camp every Sunday. 
Private parcels arrive well and the collective consignments 
controlled by the Camp Leader. 
The Camp Leader stated that sanitary intallations 

•quate, but on the other hand the food is good and the atti-
e of the Germans gives rise to no criticism. 
Visited 3/2/42 by Drs. Schirmer and Masset. 

been uantiti 
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are dis- and a hospital, 
including about 7 

The general impress) 
detachments and by the 
February, was very good, 
and the clothing situation 

atisfactory. The Germa 

'he total strength in February was over 2,000 
0 men in hospital. 

ion made by all these work camps and 
hospital, when they were visited in 

Food parcels were arriving well, 
(except in one work detachment) 
an camp staff, it was stated, seemed 

anxious to do what could be done for the prisoners and to carry 
out all possible improvements. The spirit among the prisoners 

s described as excelle 
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of the officers here are ^ Cm,P Leaders of all the work detachme 
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attached to 
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He checks and distributes the Red Cross parcels, ai 
• upper camp, a the consignments of clothing as they arrive in the camp from 
hill. The senior Geneva and can verify the stocks. He has, however, no author-

Leers ity to dispose of the garments as he wishes or to 
with distribution, 

wded. 
Cloth- mai 

Le OFLAG IX A/H.—Oflag IX A/H is 
was re-opened in January, 1942. Most 
from Oflag VI. B., others are from Stal 
is divided into two parts, an upj " 

170 officers and 180 orderlies 
picturesque old castle, high on the top 
officers are comfortably housed in small rooms, 
share rooms, 34 R.A.F. officers are in one. These 
big windows, are well lit, centrally heated and not ( 

Warm water is provided for showers once a week. 
ditions seem to be satisfactory; a shoemaker is 
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Stalag XVIII. C. calling you.—Monthly Bulletin No. 6. 
April, 1942. 

Division of Consignments from the Red Cross at Geneva. 

nd we repro 
:nt 
action 
suffi-

; well 

i rather delayed owing to transfers from 
, but is now beginning to arrive regularly, 

mp is a converted barracks on the edge of 
•er, a short distance away from the upper camp. 

Mere are 115 officers and 22 orderlies in rooms which are heated By the intermediary of the Red Cross at Geneva, organi-
with coal stoves and lit with electric light. Some of the rooms sation in charge of the co-ordination and division of the gifts 

rather overcrowded, but otherwise the conditions are much of the French Red Cross and that of other countries, we receive 
same as in the upper camp. varied consignments of food and tobacco. 
In both camps there are small infirmaries run by British How is this distribution dealt with in the campSj? 

me of the officers are repatriable cases, brought ^ 
Heilag, Rouen. The general health condition of A Red Cross van arrives at the station. The office 
g00tl. Camp Leader is immediately advised. The Camp Leader, or 

failing him, his representative for the distribution of Red Cross 
parcels to necessitous cases, our comrade Jacques L , » 
to the station and, after verification of the seals of the 

charge of it and proceeds with the unloading. 
The goods are stored in a place kept for this purpose in 
Post Office building, to await division and despatch to 

1 who the various Work Detachments and Lazaretts. In principle, 
looks distribution to the central camp is only made when despatches 

to the outside are completed. 
Sometimes a wagon is not immediately distributed on its 

unloading. We think it advisable to tell you the reasons. For 
example, latterly we received a van containing: 

216 cartons of biscuits, about 5,400 kg. 
22 cartons cigarettes, about 10,120 pkts. 

tobacco, about 1,920 pkts. 
jam, about 200 kg. 

4 cartons cheese, about 600 cheeses. 
2 sacks almonds, about 100 kg. 
2 cases dates, about 60 kg. 

14 cartons figs, about 133 kg. 
10 cartons cocoa, about 1,600 pkts. 
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Here is a letter published in "The Prisoner of War," the 
official journal of the P.O.W. Dept., St. James's Palace, London: 

"Oflag IX. A/H 3rd March, 
ere is a narrow path on the battlements where 

On the south wall of the fort bordering this path i 
of clematis, a few apple and pear trees; the 
and the daily visitors are the tits and 
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cartons 
boxes j A., Schildberg, Poland.—The camp consists 

separate buildings—the "Seminar," one part of which 
Reserve Lazaret; the Gymnasium—known sometimes 

as liym O; and the Fabriklager, where the N.C.O's and sur­
plus medical personnel are housed. 

There are 1,750 British prisoners of war 
About 850 of them are repatriables from Heilaj 
"unfit" prisoners are in Gym O, which is much oye 

number, moved after the last visit from the Semin 
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r-crowded1; , No" m"st rTT-f-artoGyra Stalag XVIU C., and, if it is very easy t 
1 h k n camp itself, 450 grammes of biscuits or a packet 

tance to the delousmg plant to Y . .. pomn and dried fruits when it is a question of supplying 400 Work 
The Protecting Power representative ^ Detachments. Moreover, the quantities for each man would be 

imandant on this subject and an imp P insignificant and all the petty detail would require a gn 

The full medical staff consists of five British doctor a„d ^rt^Ltrgo„̂ ?ol;rtl^̂ Ss\̂ roa;LtrhLarkae1a0f ' 
British dentists, and the patients are well treated. substantial division, 

le men are said to be fairly well clothed, excep or s oes, ^ ̂  other hand, some of our comrades in the Work 
about 400 pairs are urgently neeaed. ri-ic.n„0rc hut Detachments are surprised to learn that the neighbouring De-

Red Cross parcels are distnbuted to a 1 PJ niifei.ed tachment has received sausage, for example, when their Work 
private parcels are very irregular in a"'̂ a' an 1 "' to Detachment has not received it. But they forget to say that 
There is plenty of room for outdoor games, b ' _ifnif1,re they have had jam, or some other food stuff that their corn-

allowed when the weather permits. inh atg c ki rades in the neighbouring Kommando have not had. 
• detachments stopped during the wintei, but o g Having to deal with the small quantities of cheeses, dates, 

ies will soon go out again. jam or sausage, etc., as we receive it, we must, for the dis-
Visited 24/3/42. tribution of these goods work by equality of weight and nutritive 
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Willenburg Echo—C amp Magazine Stalag XX. B., No. 5, loo all add to the variety of foodstuffs. Hard Army biscuits 
rienburg, April, 1942. are included in many of the standard parcels, as their hardn 

monthly bulletin of 8 roneographed pages, contains helps to counteract the rather 30S£> nature of the prison 
a long discourse from the British Camp Leader on various sub- rations, and ^y are also good the teeth and gums, 
jects which have direct interest for the men. The problem of , , ,, NEW ZEALAND FOOD I AKC LL. 
military effects and the available slocks, advice relative to The following is a list of the goods packed in Prisoners 
their upkeep and conservation takes an important place. Ho of War Headquarters, Tory Street, Wellington: 
exhorts the prisoners to observe economy in the matter of ozs- cheese, 
clothing with a thought of the approaching winter. He warns ^ 
them against the destruction of sabots and slippers, whose ozs. meat (beef, tongue or mu 
destination should not be that of helping feed the fire. 16 ozs. meat (boiled, rodst, corned 

mp Leader explains the distinction between indi- lfl green Peas^ 
collective parcels, the succour of the British Red i ozs. puiier. 

itted by the intermediary of the International ^ 0ZS- b1?.® P®a 

nidations and discipline formed the f.028* s™an**-* 14 ozs. jam. 
16 ozs. coffee and milk. 
8 ozs. sugar. 
3 ozs. tea. 
Emergency ration chocolate. 
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nt. MEDICAL COMFORTS AND INVALID FOODS. CA uest from a prisone 

parcel two boots—left 
found in their parcel 

and 

pubiisned a request from a prisoner, who, having re­
ceived in his clothing parcel two boots—left foot—asks if 
any of his comrades have found in their parcels, two boots— 
right foot—of the same size and would consent to a readjust­
ment of the respective pairs. 

An officer prisoner also gave the men useful advice 
the helpfulness of encouraging their sense of humour, 
announced the arrival of stocks of clothing, among which were 
military trousers which had already been issued to the chap­
lains and officers. The distribution of these to all the men wa 
expected. He recommended that everyone should do their best 
to see to the care and upkeep of these clothes, mentioning that 10,000 PARCELS A WEEK.—To supplement these pro-
trousers were not intended for the cleaning of shoes, a task visions for the care of casualties among prisoners the Invalid 
to which brushes were much more appropriate. Comforts section of the Red Cross and St. John sends, through 

Sports news had a place of honour, boxing especially. The Geneva, to the British medical officers in German and Italian 
champions were mentioned with comments on their characteris- prison camps, 10,000 standard medical parcels a week. They 
tics and their performances. Then this little periodical finished consist of "food units" and "medical units," each designed by 
with a series of riddles and a cleverly executed sketch. vVar Office medical authorities to meet the general needs of 

FOOD PARCELS. -k ̂  
ery British prisoner of war should receive a Christmas assortment of milk foods, as 
.reel. These have been packed in the English and Scotch 2 tins Domo 

packing centres and no effort has been spared to provide our 2 tins Glucos 
men with parcels containing similar festive fare to that which j tjn Allenbu 
they would have enjoyed at home. 1 tin Bemax 

To be as certain as possible that the parcels arrive in j tjn Horlick's 
time they were despatched before the end of July in special j tjn Arrowroot 
boxes with "Xmas" marked clearly in red on all four sides. j tin Robinson's 

arrival at Geneva they are not put in reserve with the groats 
ordinary parcels, but are kept apart to be distributed to the 1 tin 0valtine 
camps in time for Christmas Day. 1 tin creamed ric 

HIS CHRISTMAS BOX CONTAINS. solid™ odftich 
1 tin cheese salmon, meat 
1 tin plum pudding 
1 tin butter 
1 tin steak and tomato 

pudding 
1 tablet s 
1 pa( 
1 tin 

Here are some further interesting details on the subject 
medical parcels:— 

Proof that their contents are adequate and that the parcels 
are useful, is shown by an extract from a letter sent to the 
Invalids' Comforts Section by the Senior British Officer, a 
lajor, R.A.M.C., of a prison camp in Germany. He wrote: 

"The standard invalid comforts parcels contain all that we 
uire in the way of special foods. Up to the present, the 

upply has been satisfactory, and as long as it continues we 
hall have no difficulties." 
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The "medical unit" of four parcels is designed to provide 

and preventive for all ailments. The contents of the 
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contents 
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NEXT-OF-KIN PARCELS. 
To assist next of kin when preparing their parcels, the 

following is a suggested list of contents for a parcel:— 
1 pr. striped pyjamas 
2 woollen singlets, long 

sleeves 
2 prs. socks 
2 handkerchiefs 

hirt (khaki or coloured) 
1 pr. gloves. 
1 balacl 
1 pullover, long sleeves 
1 scarf 

. wel 
1 washer 
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1 tin chocolate biscuits 
1 block chocolate 
1 tin jam 
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The weekly food parcels which go to prisoners are 
as festive as the Christmas ones, but they all contain 10 lb. 
weight of as much nourishment and health sustaining foods 
a.-: possible. The contents are most carefully and scientifically 
thought out to supply the deficiencies in the prison diet, which 
is apt to be short in fats and proteins (the body-building foods), 
so a good proportion of these is in each parcel. 

not 

1 fine tooth comb 
1 comb 
1 shavi in 'l-li iving l 

1 brus 1 nai 
1 stick shaving soap 
1 cake washing soap 
1 cake toilet soap 

blades 

VITAMINS. 
Vitamin A, which helps to build up resistance to disease, 

is contained in the chocolate and margarine. Vitamin B, which 
is good for the nerves, is in the biscuits. We all need Vitamin 
C to keep us healthy, and this is contained in the jam and 
fruit bars. Vitamin D, which is necessary for the health of 
bones and teeth, is also in the margarine. The additions of 
vitamins to these foods does not affect the taste. 

Variety in diet is also 
do the food parcels break 
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1 razor and 
1 dentifrice 

t in tubes) 
jg gum 
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Chewin 1 to a 2 cils pen 
Bootlaces 

2 prs. woollen underpants 
(i.e., mending kit) 

a first parcel, and in 
Senders are asked, 

ance and replacement of 
importance and should be 

D extremely important, and not only 
the monotony of the prison food, but This list, it is considered, is ideal for 

ves are varied. Britain packs no less than fact, as a basis for subsequent parcels, 
parcels. The parcels sent from Canada are however, to n-member that mainten 

rent, containing, among other things, salmon and priseners' clothing and effects is 
Australia sends parcels and our New Zealand ones kept constantly in mind. 
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We would refer you to the lists published in Prisone 

^ are ^pfX'd'̂ rCdo'nt M thing5 

Zealanders as soon as they have been officially notified prisoners ^nprv for thp prisoner 
of war. When the prisoners receive these parcels, which will . ^ • p 

piobably be some time before your parcel could arrive, they TUO-O ma™ 
will be very adequately clothed. help^he me^i to™ut < 

ho has rec 
ending of v 

as soap for pe: 
ovided with cali 

rs of ENTERTAINMENTS. nscuits 
irdness 
prison s about prison life is the 

by the prisoners, whether it is making 
's latest musical show, or a pack of cards 

ridge tournament. 
many professional actors in the camps who 

help the men to put on shows, 
ently been repatriated from One of the largest camps in Germany is Stalag VIII. B., 

warm clothes, soap for wash- near Dresden, and here the "inmates" have specialised most 
use, also socks, as successfully in big musical shows. There is a 15-piece orchestra 

ering for their feet. here that has recently been allowed to make a ten day tour 
of the outlying working parties. All its uniforms, music stands 
and stage decorations are made from Red Cross food boxes 
and sheeting. One man writing home mentions that "they 
put on new shows nearly every week, and do the thing 
thorougrhly." 

White," "The Desert Song," "The Wizard of Oz" 
o original shows, "Paradise Alley" and "Oh Yeah" are 

ng their eflroi 
From reports received. Oflag VI. B. must be the most 

musical camp of all. They have four orchestras, 250 gramo­
phones, and lately the Scots have been in self defence de­
manding bagpipes. Richard Wood, formerly a professional 
singer, is the conductor of the main orchestra, and all music 
lovers will recognise its scope when they are told that it is 
50 strong, including four French horns and a "bass tuba. 

ent programme by these musicians included a Haydn Sym­
phony, a Mozart Piano Concerto, and a Brabdenburg Concerto. 
In March an hour's performance of "The Magic Flute" r 
given with soloists, and last Christmas there was a ca 
vice similar to that given at King's College, Cambridge. 

So popular are the concerts that they have to be given 
for six or seven niphts in succession to accommodate all those 

route from Lisbon became more who wish to hear them. 
national Committee were forced Not the least cheerful part about all this great entertain-

nd Marseilles in order ment activity is the frequent helpfulness of the German Com-
signments for pris- mandants and guards. A programme of a show at Stalag 
lar service between XVIII. D., for instance, specially acknowledges help in a pro-

r, com- duction from the German camn staff, and both at Marlag und 
y a na- Milag Nord and at Stalag XXI. A. the Commandant helped 

the men to get "props.," make-up, and even dresses. 
News about shows in Italian camps is not very plentiful, 

but in Sulmona, P.G. 78—one of the largest camps—there is 
lot of activity. Plays are frequently put on and we 
scenery being ingeniously contrived here, as in the 

, . _ . , , , . , , . il..er camps, from Red Cross food boxes. Even the string 
From the standpoint of Swiss law, ships which are to be roun(j the boxes is unravelled to make wigs, 

transferred to the Swiss flag must become Swiss property. In Camp P.G. 52, euchre, 500. and bridge 
Since the International Red Cross Committee, in view of their have bcen he](i and 0pen a i r  concerts are put on 
limited resources cannot assume the financial liability of a night Thev have a full piano band and son 
ship-owner, a special body with legal status has been created T an(1 visuaiise soldiers, sailors and airme 
in the form of a Foundation into whose ownership the ships of Empire seated in a huge semi-circle aroun 
will pass. 1 1 V , with piano and banjos to provide the music. 

The modest capital with which this Foundation has been During July 300 banjos and 300 flutinas have been sent to 
floated requires that the transfers of the ships shall be made our prisoners. 
free of charge and that the State or relief associations in gix small complete orchestras are being assembled for 
question shall be guaranteed for any damage or responsibilities despatch to the camps. Sheet music for these camps is still 
which are not covered by income derived from the shipping, banned by the Italian; 
The organisation which has made the ship available shall have Orchestras now being sent to prison camps by the Red 
a preferential use of it. After the fulfilment of the increased Cross consist of a large piano accordeon. two violins, two 
Red Cross transport obligations which result from the present banjos, n guitar, a trumpet, four ukeleles and a set of drums, 
war. the ships will again be placed at the disposal of their 
original owners. When that time comes, the seller will have SPORT. 
a preferential power of redemption. Sport plays a great part in a prisoner's life. From every 

mnks to this Foundation, which has its headquarters at camp come reports of internationals being, played on home-made 
Basle, the International Red Cross Committee has found a means cricket pitches or football grounds, 
of overcoming the lack of neutral cargo space by procuring the From Oflag VI. B. we hear that the Gordon Highlanders 
right to fly the Swiss flag on ships which had belonged to bel- defeated the Argylls bv three points in a Rugger match. Soccer 
ligerent States. is also played there, England beat Scotland 3—2 in the Soccer oafctrsaa WRMarewB " 3gg<- "• • -«—«» ^«wwf«ssi.6wss»t 

Atlantic. - 4. T »» „ easilv. Wales surprisingly beat the English side, who were 
She has been given the name of Caritas I., and was favourites. The "Aussies" beat New Zealand, and Ireland had 

nded over to her new owners at Casablanca on the 22nd a j)V0 now more than double the space on top of 
'be ceremony being honoured by the presence of the fort open to us for exercise and that makes thi 
naul for Casablanca and representatives of the more int.er'esting." 
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CARELESSNESS WITH COUPONS AND DOCKETS. 
Some next of kin are ver 

custody of the coupon cards, a 
tions about dockets, unused coupons, a 
card if all the coupons have been used. 

Next of kin must follow directions implicitly or 
P.O.W. Enquiry Office may be forced to withhold the is 
of further coupons until the previous card is properly ac­
counted for. 
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Hitherto the Red Cross Committee have not bought or 

chartered vessels in their own name, but they intend to acquire 
ships, in the name of above-mentioned Foundation, which 
be intended exclusively for Red Cross 
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A letter just to hand from Stalag- Luft III. tells of a big­
ger match held there on the 6th July." 
"New Zealand beat Wales 11—0. We have some classy 

players, including Kimberley, who used to plav inside Hunter 
for 'Varsity in Christchurch." 

you are doing is far beyond mere verbal praise or 
;; it is indeed a great pity that many people have no 
tion of the truly wonderful work your Society is doing." 

Copy of Letter from Internee in Hong Kong, 25/5/42: 
We are now in a camp of 3,000 men, women and children in 

close quarters and wartime conditions, with medical sei-vices 
in constant demand. Beri-beri is 

25/7/42. There are about 2,500 British subjects still in 
the Stanley Internment Camp, which is beautifully located. 
The internees have considerable liberty within the confines 

mg general sub- the barbed wire i 
University War months all of u 

:epting any when we finally 
bly similar look a bit better. 
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d < ITEMS OF INTEREST. 
Medical personnel at Stalag XXI. A. get 10 reichmarks 

every ten days. English prisoners of war at this camp will 
get £2 monthly deducted from pay. 

New Zealand University,—For prisoners 
jects such as Arts or Science, New Zeala 
Concessions Committee will favourably cons 
passes gained under London University in 
subjecta. 
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mc strictlv nrofessional subiects such as law "COOKING FOR PRISONERS OF WAR." 

Lotuhm'^if^'sent^to 'afl CampC Leaders ^n" GermanS and^lfalian 
The Prisoners of War Pamphlet is printed by the Prisoners '"'f"" c»'nPs, 7,10 Pamphlet contains recipes and hmts for 

of War Committee of the Joint Council. It is sent free of "taking the best use of the contents of the Red Cross food 
rge to all next of kin, but is not for sale and cannot be parcels and prison camp rations, 

obtained by other than next of kin. We thought next of kin would be interested if we printed 
Coffee and Cocoa. Recently a gift of 130 tons of raw coffee 'n eac^ P-O.W. Pamphlet some of the recipes, 

was sent to Geneva from Venezuela. Germany would only per- Potatoes: 1. To avoid waste, scrub to remove dirt, and 
mit its importation in small quantities and as roasted coffee, boil in their skins. Put into boiling salt water, the larger 
It had therefore to be roasted and ground in Switzerland. It ones, which will take longer to cook, first, and the smaller 
was then packed in paper bags and sent to the prisoner of ones later. They will take 25 to 30 minutes, depending on 
war hospitals. A gift of cocoa beans is at the present moment their size. 2. For variety remove the skins after cooking 
wndergoing the necessary transformation. and then mash well. 3. If an oven is available bake the 

Herb Tea. As they did last year, the International Com- P01?1?.®? a,i.foli;ws:TSf1:Vb t"'..?'?®" and place on racks 
is preparing for despatch to the prison camps supplies Sook 4111 K?' 'f co°,ic<l f1"? "i11 bur?t whel; Passed with the 

verbena, camomile and mallow. The Swiss people '"'e't™: This takes 40 minutes to an hour, 4 If any jjotatoes 
nd dry these and they are much used on the Continent 1",,e lcft o™' s/™5 <•>>"; S0UPS! (b) to make meat 

use Ceylon and China tea. Lime tea is especially good (c) ? fry Tf,11 'f!! 0.vcr cabl>aSe or vegetables to form 
mile tea for stomach or b?wel "bubble and squeak"; (d) to cover meat or vegetable, pies; 
are learning the use of these ^ base for sandwieh spread. 5. Serve all potatoes imme-
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heese or Interned Civilians. The following is taken 
written by a girl who escaped from a civilian camp: " 
be imagined with what feelings we received the first ba 
Red Cross parcels from England. . . . The Nazis had done 
their best to impress us that English food went to the bottom 

was left to eat was of poor quality! 
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Missing Articles. Prisoners sometimes report that articles been reCeived by Va, ioUS P"stm"s-

' " " )m their personal parcels. The British Red Cross These are forwarded regularly from New Zealand House, 
•eels often arrive at Lisbon in a damaged con- London, at the rate of 200 cigarettes or tobacco (per man 

or other accidents. These parcels per month) according to the individual's preference which he 
•i any articles so badly damaged as supplied on a letter card. In addition three brands of cig-
n. The parcel, therefore, arrives in arettes made in New Zealand are forwarded monthly from 

ondition, but with articles missing. New Zealand also, based on an allowance of 200 cigarettes 
when the parcel or tobacco per man per month. The cost of the cigarettes 

arranged that in future and tobacco both from New Zealand House and from New 
Portuguese authorities Zealand is something over £35,000 per annum, excluding all 

taxes. This is paid out of the SICK AND WOUNDED FUND 
OF THE NATIONAL PATRIOTIC FUND BOARD. 
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STALAG VII. A. 
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One of the special Christ- From Pte. W. ARMSTRONG, dated 17th April. 

r in Italy from Up to date I have received a clothing parcel from home, 
been sent in to 3 book parcels from the Students' Relief at Geneva, a book from 

Belfast, and THIS WEEK 3 PARCELS EACH OF 200 CIG-
er paternal solicitude we turn our thoughts ARETTES FROM NEW ZEALAND PATRIOTIC FUND. How-
in your separation from distant homes at ever cigarettes are at a premium here. We have three tins 

feel very keenly the absence of your of bacon in the larder, so we will be having some good Irish 
prayerful and affectionate good wishes breakfasts, porridge, bacon and eggs. We still receive a weekly 

ss of that separation and be to you all a Red Cross food parcel and it is wonderful when there are no 
fort and Christian hope." parcels in reserve how the van arrives in on Thursday. I am 
private makes a donation and writes the working in the Hospital and receive 3 marks a week. At pre-

ent a new barrack is being built for the hospital personnel. 
Your mail, too, is arriving regularly. Air mail from 4-5 weeks 
which is very good. I would like you to ha 
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aise or 
soners cf War camp. We are almost a self-contained com­

munity, with bootmakers, tailors, watch-repairers, opticians, 
hairdressers, stc. We also have a church, a theatre, complete 
with footlights and coloured lighting, screen, etc., a library, 
university, football, basketball, boxing, wrestling and cricket 

even a bowling rink with metal bowls. There are no 
except M.O.'s. The Poles are a great lot. We 

now in our new barrack and I mess with 2 New Zea- have 
dei-s, one Englishman and one Frenchman and we all take letters are arriving. Everyth 

turn at cooking. We make some real good meals, e.g., last nothing to be desired. This is 
we had turtle soup, mince and vegetables, custard, jellies clean billets, bea 
•uit. Yesterday I received your excellent parcel and now 
more clothes than I require. Send no more clothes this 

. To-day the English beat the French at football, 8—1. 
st week the Rugby turned into a melee. Feeli 

strained. I have received another clothing parcel 
Cross. Letters are rather regular. 

Pri From Pte. ALAN ROBERT NOALL. dated 1st July. 
We had a dance last Monday and it was a great 8ue«e?s. 

There were some verv charming "ladies". My partner and T 
Saturday New Zealand conte 

"i Test. 1 
las started 
Book-keeni; 

ave no 
doing." 

dren in 
'services 

iere were some very charming "ladies", 
m the Statue Waltz. Last Saturday New 
ainst Australia in the General Knowledge 

n the contest. School h; 

wo contested 
I was in 

in full 
ags 
the and 

officers 
and we won the contest, 

d I am taking German, French 
jwn in our new home and 
ivine. Everything is 100 

•n a 
here 

team 
ana i am taKing 

settled down in ( 
swing 

in nd We i a 
nd 

pmg. 
encils and 

cent, and leaves 
one dreams about, 
and vegetable gar-

still in 
located, 
fines of 
several 
weight. 
?gan to 

are 
lani 

now our p 
u per 
that ( our t_. 

night 
and fr 
have 

pla > a 
din 

ce 
gs, flowers a 
around us. 

tiful sur 
mounta dens, snowcapped 

rouncu 
ins all 

om Cpl. P. D. JOHNSON, dated 17th June. 
I received the first parcel in excellent c 

pect the second one any time now. The car 
two mountain ranges that tower 6,000 f 
here is just the same as one would exp 
yet to hear the yodellers. In this cam 
and they do not 
the M.I. job -
Club in " 

Fr year 
La ondition and ex 

situated between 
The scenery 

e, but 

ngs are rather 
1 from the Red 

exc 
The 

er 6,00 
uld exn 

mp is 
nted in 
Italia 

eet up. ine scenery 
it to be, but we hare 

s camp there are only N.C.O's 
have to work, but yours truly has taken on 

6 weeks ago we formed a Kiwi 
ve a weekly muster of 80 or 90. Wally 
Black captain, is the chairman; any 

ring the week is passed round 
i a few Maori songs and supper, 
eel arrived on the 18th July, un-
was ratted, but I will explain in 

mn 
for 

on 
nts STALAG IX. 13. p the 
ss food 

About L/Cpl. JOHN F. DUNCAN, dated 13th March. 
I have just had the pleasure of receiving my 

about 11 months, and I'm thrilled to bits—17 fr 
far I am the star letter receiver among my 11 cobbers, wh 
by the way, are 10 New Zealanders and one Aussie, an " 
greater part of the letters have been read by all. We h 
good library here and an orchestra and arc allowed out 
walks. One Red Cross parcel a fortnight; cigarettes are not 
very plentiful. 

JOD again, 
the camp and 

So Cooper, the 11' " ' 
>, who. New Zealand news received 
nd the and we always finish up wi 

e a 1st July. My second par 
for fortunately though, half of it 

No. 15. 
From S/Sgt. A. J. REID. 

Have had 
received after 
landed this 

ha first mail for 
om home. 

printed 

irt, and 
ger 

smaller 
ling on 
cooking 
ike the 
:ks and 
pith the 
)otatoes 
<e meat 
to form 
le pies; 
5 imme-

leese or 
pepper, 

sad and 
o balls. 

aori All 
du 

with lar 
; i v c  

a pretty good month for mail 
the long blank of five months. 

ora B. GOODWIN, dated 24th February. ^-oTbooh) "food anTtobaSTOrceSroTririen'd 
1 am still feeding all right with bags of Red Cross and two Patriotic cigarette parcels—m 

parce's. Next of kin have also received four acknowledgment isat;ioI1 of th;s new c ;s ^ ful] swill 
cards for Canadian Red Cross food parce s. up ag!lin from 9st 121bs that 

0Imi^ , T •' HOWARD, 5th July-. . . but am now 100 per cent, fit an 
This week I received my second and third clothing parcels srnaii doses) and deck t 

from you. I am now well set up for clothing, etc., so.do not 
worry about sending me any more please. I have nearly ex­
hausted the library here. My literary taste has improved and 
considerably widened since my sojourn in Germany. We are 
situated in a rural district and it is full of interest to us 
colonials (from the inside of a window). We see the women 
workers in the field, old fashioned carts being drawn by milkine 
cows or oxen. Peasants, men and women, old and young 
big wicker baskets strapped on their backs. It is now 
making time and most of it seems to be cut by hand. 

il and parcels, yours 
ths. In all. I have 

first-class 
om a Inend in Egypt, 
welcome. The organ-

ing now, and I am build 
ought to give you some idea, 

d well. Playing basketball (in 

STALAG ix c. ong man 
two lett 

K r  

ost 
ing 

ennis. 

STALAG XVIII. D. 
From Pte. L. W. GUTHRIE, dated 30th June. 

At the present time we are in a new Camp, the address 
instead of being Stalag XVIII D is now Stalag XVIII B. At 
present I am in a ward with four others, one Kiwi, one Aussie, 
one Tommy and a Scotty. 

Dated 14/7/42. Just a note to let you know I received 
your second parcel, but half the contents had gone astray, in­
cluding the four shirts, so I don't think it advisable to send 
any more under the circumstances, unless it is cigarettes. 

ith witn 
hay-

f the A BLIND MAN TYPES HIS OWN LETTER iving 
From Sgnm. T. R. H. WOOD, dated 17th July From Sgt M E MULHERN, dated 5th July. 

I have managed to get among the parcels, and have re- Received another 200 cigarettes from the Patriotic New 
eived five all told. Of course, parcels are the most important Zealand Fund this week. you might write to them and tell 

!m here, and to receive five I consider myself very lucky, them how we appreciate it, when cigarettes come here we share 
ell, there is not much news here, weather pretty horrible, them. We have had 8 chaps from a lager two miles from here 

remember rightly, we had our summer on a Friday. Still, j.0 djnner to-day and what a great feed we had with the stuff 
we take full advantage of what few snatches of sunshine we from the Red Cross parcels. Working very hard these da 
do get and have quite enjoyable walks in the open. I hope sun verv hot; hoeing in the fields is tough 
that you fully realise all about my injuries and do know that v weary, 15 hours a day, but I am very we. 
I am blind. I tried to make it clear to both Mum and yourself jn m new piace As a matter of fact there are more 
in my earlier letters, but I don t think that all my letters arrived than oxen being worked.: There is a lot of work to be done on 
safely. Of course I have long since grown accustomed to my farrng specially now the harvest is cOming on. Will be 
disability and have made rapid progress at braille and all the cutting the crops this month. Think of the monotony of work-
other useful things we are being taught here. By the way, how j hours a day for just one's food. Just imagine how 
do you like my typing. As for requirements, I don t think that look forward to Sunday. Since the Red Cross food pare 
I have many; I have clothes by the score, thanks to the Red an(j our parce]s from home have arrived things are pretty 
Cross, and several mouth organs, and the rest of the boys comfortable with us. Received another parcel from Patriotic 
just suffer in silence while I do my worst. But the wants of Society. 
a Gefangenen are simple. , VT -7 Dated 2/8/42. We are right in the middle of harvest, an 

8/42. We get 200 cigarettes a month from New Zea- believe me there is plenty to do. The crops are cut with the 
House so we are not badly off for smokes, and that is SCythe, put into bundles, and tied with a band of straw by 

the thing here. A music teacher has just arrived to take the hand—far removed from the harvest in New Zealand. We 
blind learning music, so I am very keen on getting stai'ted on it. have plenty of reading matter and it helps a L 

From Pte. R. AMTMAN. dated 26th June 
You are enquiring if I have received 

you must know I have received 
great help, but if I get many more 
n to bring: it all home with me. Do 
as we still get our Red Cross pack 
aiting for my third parcel and I 

the other bovs have received 

1 House, cei 
ite 

)er man 
^hich he 

of cig-
ly from 
garettes 
garettes 
)m N 

W 
if I 

ys, 
work, and one gets 

I work cows ew 
all ding all 

) FUND 
cows 

we 
els :RS 

8/ 
I a in 1 

home. m 
ook from 

CIG-
ot. 

iOO STALAG XVIII. B. ID. How-
iree tins 
>od Irish 
a weekly 
3 are no 
/. I am 
At pre-

ersonnel. 
-5 weeks 
) at our 

ckets yet, but yet 
md the 

a ship 
worry about t 

ach week. I 
ana i expect it any day now 

er boys have received their third. I received 
New Zealand Red Cross sent through England 

ig is full and one of the ether 
of it to him. 

my pa 
f tl o of them, a 

I'll need a 
by now 
are a 

Cpl. J. E. GRAINGER, dated 27th July. 
o days ago. This camp 
of the N.C.O.'s who were 

The accommodation and food 
Stalag XVIII A. Here we do no 

ey 
of Fr om 

I moved 
N.C.O. camp and 
in Greece are here, 

od, much better th 

is a 
captured 
are very 

work 
very few so we have 
With the two clothing 

here tw 
most he not 

et e 
my ow 
food, 
still w 
as two of 
a parcel from the New 
containing clothes, but as my ba 
boys has very little I gave most i. 

•> :ii 

ere an 
tie 

goo 
except the 
plenty of t 

eels I have 
oss, I have p 

hich arc 
study. 
ou plus the one from the R 
g now. 

camp fatigues, w 
ime for sport and 

received from y 
lenty of clothing 

par 
Cro 
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From Pte. J. E. RUSSELL, dated May. 
Our Red Cross parcels continu 

we have now all been fitted out with i 
all brand 
Dated 18th May. Yesterday I received a 

Catholic people of New Zealand and last week 
Zealand. 

lection of ingredients from our Red Cross parcels. We mowed 
arrive regularly and ancl carted in the rye this week, then ploughed the patch for 

battle dress, in fact we the crop. We manage to get a little bit of beer occasionally, 
om Pte. M. C. GILLESPIE, dated 26th July, 

parcel from the it is only a fortnight since I i-eceived your second par 
one from New and to-day I have had one from the New Zealand Red Cro 

I'm well set up for both winter and summer now. "" ' 
Dated 25th May. I am a real farmer by now, complete included a pair of nice leather slippers—a Godse 

with straw in my hair, etc. We have plenty of work to do here Cross keep us well supplied with parcels of 
the farm. Our Red Cross parcels arrive regularly. I have disinfectants, books, etc., in fact we couldn't 

o had a parcel of clothing from England. By now we all that direction. Cigarettes also come in very i 
have new boots, uniforms and greatcoats. To-day is Whit the Red Cross, the Stalag and to the New Zeal 
Monday and we have a holiday. the New Zealand Patriotic Fund. 
From MAURICE ROBERTSON, dated 28th June. From Pte. N. W. ALLEN, dated 2nd August. 

I received your second parcel two days ago and it was grand. ^rou sa^ the Red Cross were glad to hear we wex'e getting 
ere was nothing missing. If you think that wo will be the Packets. Well, yes, they come through quite well. I had 

here long enough it would be a good idea to send us a good onG from the New Zealand Red Cross on Tuesday 
pair of boots each. We are now getting regular parcels of ^rorn England on 2nd February, and it was a 
cigarettes from the N.Z. Patriotic Fund as well as food parcels Tliere were about 30 articles in it 
from the Red Cross from whom, by the way, I received two boot laces. I have only had one of your parcels so far. 

thing parcels. We have a garden attached to our working our Cross packet we get quite enough to eat and I 
now and had green peas fi'om it to-day. enough clothing to carry me on for quite a while. 

om L/Sgt. DOUGLAS WILLIAM DICK, cable dated 8th Sept. 
Douglas camp near Marbury Tyrol Austrian Frontier Gar-

Town fruit growing district SW of Vienna due South 

e to 
new om C 

I a 
K i -are new. Fr 
The soa 
ceptable 
holding 
for Nev 

Dat 
thing tl 
some t_ 
ination 
me that 
course. 

ee l  

IS ] 
Th m!, The Red 

food, medicines, 
be better off in 
regularly 
and men 

on 
als tei from 

from 

l-'r om P  
I hi Th 

irnt my ' 
letim 

Dat 
and it son 

MY FI) 
was the 
quantity ( I d  

camp 
i'V 

STALAG 306 XVIII. D. rison 
Gratz. 

From PI 
We 

fields, 
hoping. 
THE L. 
PATRIC 
day 
Ther 

From Pte. A .  S. DUNN, dated 11th August, 
am in hospital, should be about in two 

ve a nice bed with clean sheets and plenty o 
The boys put on a concert last week, it ' 
From Pte. N. I. BLAIR, dated 2nd Augu: 

Had a parcel of clothing from London 
week I got a letter from you dated the 21st J 
things quite pleasant here. Most 
and spraying grapes. 

e 
om Pte. HENRY REID, dated 6th June. 

I have just received another parcel of clothes, etc., from 
the New Zealand Red Cross, London. We are at present ha 
making and have plenty of good wine to drink and pretty good 

this week. Last food. You want to see me with my oxen team—pretty good, 
une. I am finding S0 out by ourselves carting and doing different jobs— 
ek I was thinning Pretty good with the scythe, etc. 

mR. F. V. NANCARROW, dated 10th May. 
Another parcel this week with 200 cigarettes and some food 

Iments, very welcome. Then yesterday my special mate 
came from England last week from a book firm received 500 cigarettes from England. That brings the total 

that they had posted two books on motors to me. Oh! of my private parcels to five, and of course some 30 to 40 odd 
s  o n e  s t o p  w o o l l e n  s o x  f r o m  s h r i n k i n g  w h e n  o n e  i s  R e d  C r o s s  o n e s .  W e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  b e i n g  l o o k e d  a f t e r .  W J  

wearing them? I had another letter from you last night, the have received two parcels of figs, raisins and nuts from a pri-
mail comes every Saturday night. The harvest is in full swing, vate citizen (English) in Turkey. Also this week came a new 
We have no reaper or binder and the crops are cut by hand. batch of books including A. P. Herbert and Hugh Walpole, etc. 
I have been scything barley and corn while the women have r,. r r, TITTT 
been binding it. There is still a lot of oats and wheat to be P1"0™ P^-L.S. WILSON, dated 31st May. 

wn, then comes the thrashing. We will be making cider A r »r >TT  T i  PARCEL OF CL 
next month, but not by hand as we did last year; this time APRIL. The pullover and underwear was ju 
the motor will be fitted up for it. The motor is a portable needing and the socks are always handy. We have all recei 
one, more or less, and is used for chaff cutting and thrashing, a ®ew un"Orm and boots and great coat from England and 
I, being the chief engineer, as no one else on the farm knows a Parcel regularly every week from the Red Cross a 

hing about it can tel1 you we aPPieciate it very much. They sure look i 
us, thanks to the Red Cross. I have also received 600 cigare 
tes in the last three weeks, two hundred in each packet fro 
the New Zealand Patriotic Society, so you see we are 
cared for. We have good huts and warm beds and plenty to eat. 

time. I Pr 

to read. 
week's 

f books ha 
was very good. 

st. now 
re ai 
of tl 

lety. 
out 
Soci of last we 

Fro at( 
last From Cpl. A. R. BREAYLEY, dated 9th August. 

A letter 
one 

the big c 
it was li 

pe-pa] 
OSS tc 
ad to 

the hall, 

< K I(I 

saying t 
how doe acn 

I h 

Fr  Pt. om 
am 

OTHING ON 8th 
'ust what I 

wire, 
befor was 

ived 
e I 

letters m 
wo poppy ar 

that is ; 
Defence : 
Medical ( 
to the Mi 
Conventii 
you get t 
missioner 

nd a par 
tell vc 

om 
ch. aft n D tei 

et-
anyt 
Fi*om Sapper J. E. PARNS, dated 19th April. 

doing pretty well here, each man had an issue 
1 liver oil, and believe me it was good, to be 

Th„sday 
^oim and new overcoat, believe me an(| at. ^ monient. j am we]i f o r  smokes. As usual there 

erything in it, Mum, was just had a good tea of frie(J sausageS) tomatoes, potatoes, ( 
rse apple pie, creamed rice and custard and, of cou 

of tea all supplied by the good old Red Cross. 

rom 
well We are all 

of malt and cod 
taken three times a day 
getting very tattered and 
with new battle dress, unif 
it is good to be well d 

rived—wasn't it gre 
eren't the others jealous, 
eat, actually what I need 

is an aei 
cutters, 
of the c coi 

he sse 
Ev 

fro arr 
We 

m t 
De 

ve 
nd ate seco 

rse, a cl. from you 
GOOD T 
GYM. SI 
The New 
impressio 
both for 

* •  cou 
cup FOUR PERSONAL PARCELS—TOO MUCH STUFF. 

From Pte. R. A. ANDERSON, dated 2l5t June. Dated 24tli May. 1 WAS PLEASED TO RECEIVE A 
personal parcel this time from the Eng- LAST SUNDAY FROM YOU; EVERYTHING WAS 
Zealand Red Cross. I've reallv got too IN GOOD ORDER and I am well off for clothes now. 

me any morf lo^a Sre^pfsocranSlhrraS KAY. T^S not^ StroUpid^t? m ~h 
ent we are making hay; so is everybody about here. My ants a,e Catholics so they keep the Holy days. 

one of the horses for a pair of oxen the other day From Bombardier M. J. L. ROBINSON, dated 3rd May. 
quite a pleasant little outing to a village some miles \^e are all very pleased to receive this week a new unifo 
llect them. Have now had four personal parcels and an(j some better boots. The ones you sent in your third pai 

ve reaiiy too much stuff. In a few days 111 have been work- have not arrived yet. It would be a good idea to include 
r here for a year. Please write to the New Zealand Red Gross a future parcel some leather for half soling, I told you before 

tell them I greatly appreciate the parcel they sent via j think, that I RECEIVED YOUR PARCEL CONTAINING 
BLANKET, SOCKS, ETC. The first one you sent will be 

mer's day, so this after- here any time, probably. I am working on a farm, fit and 
the other camp and went The people are most kind and you need have no fears for 

Returned to the other welfare. You would be amused to see your son trying to 
d the new issue of Red suade the cows to do as he wishes. Very often t 

sable fruit they wish, I am afraid. I am not a smashing success as 
farmer. We are receiving our Red Cross pai'cels regularly. 

another 
the New 

much stuff now, so in c 
don't send 
At presei 
boss trad 
and I 

I received 
lish branch of We 

WHIT 
e peas-

From B. (•(i 
Alth« orm 

reel and show 
a ch 

ay to aw 
hai 

co 
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Fran in 

ing ^as 
nd So and tell 

Canada. 
a )CC( 

goin 
New Zeal 
gett ing h  
improvem 
I hope it ; 
Breakfast 
and then 
for a 

am 
well Dated 26/7/42. Had a r 

noon we all picked up the boys 
swimming In one of the mill s 
camp, had a cup of tea and cc 
Cross parcels. This morning I 
cake (at least nobody has died 

eal sum 
from my 

treams. 
collecte( 
. made quite a pas 
from after effects) 

h? 
per-

y do as 

from a col-
me: 
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nowed 
ih for 
•nally. 

STALAG XX. A. Dated 19/7/42. Kin and Ian received some text-books from 
Red Cross this week. It seems strange to be playing foot-

om Cpl. A. J. SPENCE, dated 20th June. ball in mid-summer. The last few weeks we have had a w 
I acknowledged the receipt of your first clothing parcel. Cross parcel each, and it is the first time since the end 
soap, socks and toothbrushes and paste were the most ac- January that we have had them regularly. Have received 

ceptable items—those things are pretty short here. We are several cigarette parcels from New Zealand House lately. They 
holding an international cricket league shortly and I am playing 8° to the combine. I am reading Victoria Regina, a series of 
for New Zealand. I have bought an 80 base piano accordion, plays by Hausman, and have just finished "How Gr 

Dated 4th July. None of the lads have been getting any- my Valley." 
thing through this mail. I sent through the Cross for Dated 16/8/42. Had a tobacco parcel from New Zealand 
some technical books on photography, together with an exam- House this week. Have had a compound sports meeting last 
1 nation syllabus. I received a letter the other day informing week. There are 11 barracks in this compound, each containing 
me that they had been despatched. I am taking an engineering 164 men. 
course. You need have no worries of our mental stagnation. Fl,om Sgt j F COMBSj datGd 31st Jllly 

om Pte. D. L, FERGUSON, dated 10th June. I received my first New Zealand parcel tw 
I have now received 54 letters from New Zealand. Have was wonderful though the parcel was burst an 

teeth and glasses now. Yea, we get a Red Cross parcel and sandals were missing. The chocolate was gra 
most valued. 

t he 
!•' i hoi 
Th> eel par 

Cro OSS. 
;ket )ac 

e Red 
icines, 
off in 
from 
from 

een was 

Fi ^•o days ago. It 
d the toothpaste 

nd and is 

etti nng 
had I I got my 

etimes. 
Dated 24th June. 

MY FIRST PARCE 

the 
t was 
larcel. 
ms to 
With 
have 

Sept. 
• Gar-
South 

som 

I JUST A LINE TO THANK YOU FOR 
L WHICH HAS JUST ARRIVED. It 

was the best parcel that has arrived here both for quality and 
quantity—nothing missing. 

om Pte. C. E. GAUTHERN, dated 5th July. 
I am well off for clothes now, also cigai-ettes, so are all 

my mates, our main necessities are books and chocolate. 
Last week our nearest comrades came up and gave us a con 
tip top. We have now got a chess club up, about 18 pla; 
From Capt. Padre WALTON. 

Fr 

cert, 
yers. STALAG XXI A. 

Parcel was good. Socks are ever always useful. Choeo-
e lake up in the 'ate a Godsend. The price in camp between ourselves is 156 

eek, so here's cigarettes for J-lb chocolate. Tennis shoes a great asset, 
wrrt/o ^ . I  MT™ From Sgt. J. L. COY, dated 10th June. 
WEEKS from the NEW ZEALAND j»ni i-eaiiy a man of leisure these days, found a lot of 
ondon and am expecting another any dormant talents, cook, gardener, housewife and bottlewasher, 
Zealander next to me has had three. s0 wjij ^ n gj-eat help to Mum when I come home. I know 

avTair S bathmg shorts j wiii appreciate a meal that isn't cooked by myself. In the 
m the New Zealand Patriotic way 0f parcels, don't send any food stuffs, except chocolate, 

"s every Saturday now. an(j j^p Up 0i^ tobacco supply. Don't bother about clothes 
ne. No letters from you for a fortnight now. as i am O K 

the^ big^amp^hereJMt^niJht^YQu^can'protaW^Lfflagiii^what ' P.** 17* ^ .«» 
11 To'STtT e0 sio? "wa" IboT a^«Uedrcf8amiW gtng **"1^ can ^ with" when you work in w1?h it other menl ! 

tv.. Wll I blt-was •|ust hke a Turk,8h bath l'n then. Don't forget to check up on Air Ministry about trans-
> •' , , ferring my English money home to you as I have written to 

From Pte. C. E. HARWELL, dated 1st March to 31st May. them telling them to pay it to my next of kin. 
I am about fed up with looking at green uniforms and barbed ^ , , . , , „ 

wire I hope Dad removes all the barbed wire off the fences Dated 1st Sept. Just received your letter sent to New Zea-
before I come home. The censor has complained about your land House after you hearing I was missing. That s record 
letters not being written clearlv. I have some seeds of Flanders time, just 2 months. Brown as a nigger with bags of sunbath-
poppy and will bring them home. Send me two pairs of sox, mg and swimming. We have just concluded a very satisfactory 
that is all the clothing I want. Write to the Minister of sports meeting with the officers, and needless to say the N.C.O. s 
Defence and tell him that several members of the New Zealand won. New Zealand House is doing a grand job of work and 
Medical Corps are having difficulty in proving that they belong keeping us informed of all the news from home, as well as 
to the Medical Corps and therefore protected under the Geneva sending us parcels; so don t bother to send 
Convention. I am one of them. It may be fixed by the time Fl.om observer S. G. COOPER, dated 21st June, 
you get this and it might not. I have written to the High Com- f00(j js very different from what we have been used to, 
missioner. If you want to send anything, what I want most ^ut we are helped out by the Red Cross Food parcels which are 
is an aeroplane, a pair of wings or even a good pair of wire a Godsend. We do our own cooking, usuallv in combines of 
cutters. Crops and vegetables grow very quickly in this part fl.om tw, to ten men It hei 
of the continent. I receive! a cigarette parcel (200 cigarettes) Germans allow us to cultivate sm 

m the New Zealand Patriotic Society last week. seeds arc supplied by the Red Cross. 
Dated 14th June. I was very pleased to get three letters _footbaiii etc., and we are just starti 

from you. The mail is given out every Saturday. IT WAb tional classes. We also have a very g-
GOOD TO GET THE PARCEL YOU SENT CONIAINING Dated 3rd july We do a lot of sur 
GYM. SHOES, ETC. LAST WEEK. It was in good condition, around the camp in bai'e feet and short und 
The New Zealand chocolate was very nice. Are you under the nothing at all. Quite a nudist colony, 
impression that I have a foot blown off. The shoes were jias approximately 80 odd men in 
both for the same foot. one small cottage stove for 

hot or main meal a day it j 
at 12.20 or 

From B. N. HARDEN, dated 28th June. sew totrether am 
Although the army at VIII B. had quite good orehes ras ig Shoved. bei_ •wKsaes® sw«i=» 

here 

om Pte. S. S. GRIFFITHS, dated 7th June. 
We went for a swim in a small man-madt 

fields. We are supposed to be going twice a week, 
hoping. I have had TWO CIGARETTE PARCELS 
THE LAST THREE 
PATRIOTIC FUND. London and am 
day now, as the New 
There are 200 in each i 

blue mottl 
our 

Fr 

from 
; hay-
' good 
good. now, 

re are 
out of the Diue m 
Society. We get c 

Dated 14th Ju 
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ed scarf fro 
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total 
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a new 
e, etc. 
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i well 
to eat. 

me any. 

•̂ Buauy 
Ips to pass the time away. The 
small food plots and the vegetable 
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ood library, 
nba 
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th ere 
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rse, a rax 

thi and alk wa 
rha 

ng. 
ts, underpants, or perhaps 

Each hut, divided into 
. We have 

y cook one 
a day it just serves, but sometimes you will 
rhap's it will be 8.30 p.m. We sleep in two 

kets. One blanket we 
th. The 

e centre of a big pine 
anised shortly and we ha 

VE A 
WAS 

WHIT 

ach section, 
we onl 

i es 
80 men but 1 We as 

STALAG LUFT III. eat peas- pernaps it wn 
with straw and two blanke 
,nd make a sleeping bag for warmti 

built in the centre of a big 
ill be 

camp 
forest. ng liform 

parcel 
ide in 

and sho 
a cha 

were v ws, we 
ange to have our 

'as Frank Hunt, who was 
nd Soccer are in full swing 

going to watch the first Inte 
Zealand and Wales. The 

half a Red Cr 
ent to none a 

ve our org 
.•ts. concer 

rnSaf'Eugbyagame KtJreen YOUK PARCEL WITH^THE'LOVELY "SLIPPERS JSS 
bef ore 
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d well 

AR-
: :  i  

New 
etti TjZi r/hidTorTme months" iufawaTlTtL^e ^a^^maytoi be^neeS He 

to one a week. It makes a big difference, have put the clock on two hours which means that we L 
sunoer consist of a slice of bread each, need to rum our eves in the electric lieht. It works extr 

getting 
improvemc 

hope it s 
the hope that they may not be 

supp'erConsist o'f TSXJKZX'ZZK need '^SfhrTw.^ grfbr """ S0U,> am, Red Cr0SS f00d pair of bootflST am now0pei?ectiy' equipped. 
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gives a 
We inte 
can get 
From P 

Sgt. KEITH W. SHEARER, dated 8th June. and light musical comedy. 
RECEIVED YOUR AUGUST, 22/8/41, PARCEL THE "Blackeye." 

AND AM VERY PLEASED WITH IT. The Dated 2nd June. Still thrilled about your parcel. Have 
rwear is a bit late, and I hope I don't have to use it, two more from Turkey. We have dug some vegetable 
here is enough for me. The total weight of rations flower gardens in camp and planted some lettuce, radish and 

k is 14 1/2 lbs., 11 1/3 consists of spuds and turnip and some mixed flower seeds. These came from Switzer-
)af — margarine 8oz., sugar 8oz., Ersatz honey land. We had quite a good showing of daffodils and jonquils 

ey curds 1-7/9 ozs. All these are weighs before cooking, while they lasted. Small boxes all over the place with two or 
is lost in peeling spuds and swedes. (The above lines three blooms in each, 
blacked out, but we managed to read some of 

From Went to a 2J hours show called the 

OTHER DAY 
heavy unde 
One winter 

ami 
We 

re for a week 
swedes, Ersatz 1c 
— whe: 

her know 
it wil .1 b 
a visit : 
will be 
get one 
of writi 
From P 

it). were 
OFLAG IX A/H 

OFLAG VI. B. om Pte. C. D. LAPWOOD, dated 12th June, 
om Capt. JOHN P. HUNTER, dated 5th July. \ received a parcel of food from Egypt, which 

Some chaps have had parcels that left home this February, acceptable and sent by the boys. Received 
ers sent. I can tell you I'm taking a pretty on lU/b/4^ and 

lew ot things, but one has a lot to be thankful for. Went orderlies 
/izard show last night; it lasted only an hour, but of its a .week-

absolutely tops. These shows certainly cheer one minS PO< 
life bearable. Am helping to keep a set of book-s ^ wel1 1 

ps me from getting too rusty. irom voi 
om Cpl. B. M. W.ATENE, dated 18th June. 

I received your parcel yesterday and believe me 
happy about it, not because I'm short of clothing at the pres 
time but coming from homo made all the difference. I'm we 
' 1 the Mosgiel singlet to-day. The chocolates were very 

me, my ma,te and I are enjoying the eating of them very 
uch. I received a clothing parcel from London, New Zealand 
use, like your parcel only it had more clothes in it. So you 

I am far better off now than I was twelve months ago. 
en Maori officers here, this being an officers camp, 

ver there are about a couple of hundred of other ranks 
3oing odd jobs. 

Fr 
I w eel of 

y the boys." Keceived your I 
iareel of 10/2/42 on 11/6/42. 
owed out to the village sports field once 
md we are endeavouring to make a swim-

again I say that I 
g parcels 

Fr was very 
r 16/3/42 was I et 

eel 
lette le a 

42 • 
are no\ .. 
At this 

ool in a > 
off for winter clo 

.m you and one fro 
Dated 26th Ju 

Prisoners of Wa" 
ounds 

ome chaps 
11 as all othe 

of thing 
one f 
doing 

re. L 
and che 
paid, an 
but I al 

We medical 
field 

your p 
)w allc 
s ground we are ende 
creek that borders it. Once again I say 

thes for I have had two clothing 
m N.Z. Patriotic, England, 

ne. Yours of 30/3/42 
ar have made wonderful improve 

grounds of late, especially in the moat, where vegetable 
'ear- anc' flow®r gardens, rockeries, have been made, also badminton. 
wej. deck quoits and cricket. For the latter we have broke 

all manner of ways. 

i as wel 
lean vi a Z to a wi 
kind it 
up and mj 
which kee 

4 was 
ake 

as we h: 
cei'ts 
ave ' 

eived 17/6/42. We 
ments to the 

Fr rec 
im con 

I h son 
tie I am very 

ent cas ture, 
got c 
ot to 

us 
a 1 n laws ing 

con in 
Dated 10th July. Our orderlies' concert went off "with a 

swing" and was a great success. The New Zealanders did Arawa 
tribe Haka. We have started getting in winter coal supplv. 
At last our vegetable garden has yielded a couple of me: 
of lettuce. July 2nd celebrated by tin of New Zealand oysters, 
7 Aussie peaches both sent from Egypt. Our cricket XI well 
beaten last Sunday for first time. Be better for all if you sent 
no more clothing for a while. Would like Steradent, braces 
and a few small things, 

of i* From Pte. L. H. ROWLAND, dated 18th May. 
Have collected our rations, a job that comes along about 

five davs. For dinner to-day we had bacon, beans and 
or tea to-night there is meat pie, swedes and 
have plenty of tea made four times a day, also 

or ovaltine, but sugar is very short, 
t on nere once a week and we see some qu 
Last night the officers put on quite a good conce 

see 
There 
Howe 
here d 

uy. 
a!.s From P are sev( 

her At 
and thin 
I hope y 
I have : 
From S 

From Lieut. D. R. BRICKNELL, dated 24th June. 
ive just received a second book on chocolate so I 

go ahead. This came from the Red Cross—bless V  
the last week I have had a spring bed—Oh, the luxury ( 
after 14 months! We had a marvellous stage show of "George 
and Margaret," the best I've seen of our many good shows 

jw have a "talkie" camera installed—only one picture 
so far, quite an amusing comedy in Germany with English 
sub-titles, quite easy to follow. Our vegetable gardens are 
coming: on and we are looking forward to lettuce salads, already 

me radishes and watercress. It was a treat to 
ting his small patch of lawn with a razor blade yesterday, 

and 20th April from you. 
Dated 9th July. I have had your November clothes p; 

and very nice too. You had obviously put a lot of thought 
into it and I do appreciate it. You have asked for details 
a day's routine (26/4/42) that's easy: rise 7.30 

d make bed, check parade 8.15 a.m. to 8.4 
washing-up etc. until about 10. Sti'ip off a 

medicine ball until 10.30, 10.45 to 11.15 
12 o'clock lunch, consisting of a bowl > 
is spent reading, sunbathing, playing 
ing, visiting other blocks, lectures, and 
when hot tea arrives from cookhouse 

check parade 6.30, main 
hot in winter. Then 

rts wh 

Ha can 
em. 

Wel every 
potato 

ys. 
es and 

potatoes. We 
hot water for coc 
tures are put 
good shows. 

of lat 
gear 
a boxinj 
Jove wl 
House, ] 
etc., toil 
oners 
already 
be well 

oss pi 
ate u] 

and anj 
water, t 
on the ! 
class du 

war 
ning 

and we no 

Pic-oa 
l i e  d we 

lishe; 
comi 
had 
lad cutting nis sm 
Had letters 13th ; 

ri. see ^ne 

of ILAG LIEBENAU. arcel 
From Miss E. G. I. ROGERS, dated 12th April. 

I feel Cr of so happy to be going back home that I can hardly ex-
I a.m., snave, plain my happiness. Please write and tell all friends this good 
45; breakfast news. Perhaps you may get it through the Red Cross. A 
ml play with Way may open soon and we will be able to correspond ag 
ical training. We have been well treated here and wonderfully cared for, as 

as by the International Red Cross. Receiving weekly food 
jls more than ample 

sha gr 
wash an 
and am. ph ysn 

soup. The afternoon 
ol-ball, cricket, walk-

snoozing until 4 o'clo 
and we have atternoon _ ______ 
meal around 7 to 7.30, ILAG VIII. 

vUit, 'read o^'play F',om CaP'- J- T- DODGSHUN, dated 9th April. 
I am in a British Internment Camp at which I hope soon to be 

able to commence some dental work. I went to a very good play 
ether night, it was very well done, entitled "Night of Ro-
cc" by Ben Travers. They had a music sextet accompany-
and playing the incidental music. I have met several New 

here who have been very interested to swap news 

of well of sto parce eve ck 
From Si 

Evening tea. 
cold in summer, 
the gloaming, go to concei 
cards until 11 o'clock. Light out a 
From Lieut. G. A. McRAE, dated 29th May. 

Have mentioned parcels in previous 
THAT HAVE RECEIVED THREE F 
ALREADY so future seems good. They have made a gra 
difference. Major McDuff and Rattray have gone to another 

along with some 200 senior officers. New Zealanders 
e with the passing of the Rugby season take up Soccer which 

we have found to be an excellent game. Out of the 2,800 odd 
0fw:?d0 MoTae'r^orh^sS Bombardier R P. GRIFFIN dated 20th Apri,, 

of the soccer code in this camp. We also have race meetings O"6 of I10.1' J"? °"t Vj"8 =et ^ >s, tefh! 
which are rather like snakes and ladderit-a lot of fun. Charlie thi! S?me- Am f debating team for next week; also trying 
H (in private life the Earl of H.) is a keen bookmaker on 10 organise a mock trial. We have no work to do and amuse 
these occasions and gives good odds. ^̂ "0̂ ^̂  
From Capt. JOHN S. FINDLAY, dated 23rd May. topics food leads the way and most of us are compiling recipe 

YOUR AUGUST PARCEL ARRIVED YESTERDAY books which should be a boon to some lucky wife. I am als> 
FULL OF GOOD WINTER CLOTHING. DON'T SEND replanning my bedroom. I manage to keep myself busy as a 
MUCH CLOTHING IN THE FUTURE BUT THE MAXIMUM section leader. Toe H, song master, compere and talent hunter, 
AMOUNT OF CHOCOLATE ALLOWED. I i-eceived a Turk- and my latest flattering job is on the "Brain Trust," work out 
ish parcel too. It consisted of figs, prunes, mixed nuts and general knowledge questions and spelling bees. Our Toe H 
cigarettes. I went , to a piano recital by Eric Arden, all jazz evenings take the form of a prayer ceremony and then someone 
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gives a lecture of 
We intend to start 

some description on his life industry, 
educational classes in languages when 

etc. at my right hand—delicious— 
Cross parcels. They certainly 
hoys. 

the result of 
are eagerly an 

an issue 
nticipated 

of Red 
by the 

lied the 
we can get paper. had we 

)le From Pte. A. H. BINNEY, dated 20th April. 
We are able to get a draw on our army pay but 

know how long before we get it through. I put in for 10/-. 
it will buy a few little extras to help fill up. We are expecting 

oss any day now, also a parcel which 
acceptable as goodness knows when I will 
I cannot write to anyone as there is a lack 

and 
sh a 
iwitzc CAMPO P.G. 52. I don't 

er-
lils 1 buy 

it fro 
moi-e 

one from you. 
writing material. 

onqu 
two or Chiavari, Near Genoa. 

[Shortage of paper has compelled me to have to OJ 
dozens of letter from this camp dated March and April. Fr 

many letters we have received from prisoners at Camp 
we give you a picture of the camp. All the information 

s the first Kiwi to receive a New Zealand letter so ken f^0n, the l"'180"61,3' letters—Editor's note.] 
envied? It was great to get the letter, and makes every- Situation, This camp is situated in a narrow valley with 
el we are not so far from home. I am keeping fit and terraced hills rising steeply on both sides, the terraces being 
a bit ot sun-bathing these days. We do not have to work cultivated in grapes, cereal crops and fruit trees From the 

re. Our meals are quite good. Coffee for breakfast, bread camp three churches can be seen high up on the hillsides 
and cheese for dinner, and macaroni or rice for tea. We are especially on Sundays, the sound of chiming bells fills the 
paid, and have a canteen. We get an issue of smokes, only 35. valley. There are quaint little villages every mile or so the 
but I always did smoke too heavily. Entertainment is limited houses of which are two storied, look very old and are of 

ve no books here, but they are coming. The boys hold moss covered stone. The region abounds in slate quarries, some 
rts, lectures, debates, etc.. excellent programme this week ol which our boys visited on their daily walks. The camp is 

ve not room hei-e to describe the circumstances of my cap- bordered on one side by a river. They can see the road fr 
. but believe me we had no option. Out of 52 only 18 of the camp and watch huge Deisel trucks and modern buses go 

a very sticky mess, so you see I have through the valley. The boys all write with enthusiasm of the 
and I know it. blossom of the fruit trees, wisteria in flower and the 

flowers, violets, daisies and buttercups. The days were very 
long in June, early light and not dark till 10 o'clock. There 
were scores of fireflies and the cuckoo and nightingale could 
be heard every night. 

The Camp Commandant seems to be a very good type and 
d Cross parcels frequently does his best for the welfare and comfort of the men. 
•y have been for some time. The huts are comfortable. The bunks are two-tiered and 
of value in any parcels, and plenty of blankets are supplied. The ground conditions of th 

camp were very muddy and wet up to last March, but a 
course, better now summer has come. The work the nu 
is mainly for paths and camp improvements, they describe get­
ting rocks, probably from the river, and standing in a line. 

Well, here I am with Red Cross parcels coming in regular pass the rocks chain fashion. They are on these working 
e. All are feeling the benefit of them. Quite a bit of sports parties about every third day. 

gear has come in lately, and one chap in our hut has started \n v"1® fad'ties were provided for a daily shower, 
a boxing class which keeps you fit and passes the time. By ^ check parade is held three times a day. 
Jove what a lot we owe the Red Cross. The New Zealand Anzac Day a parade was held of all 

use, London, are sending a clothing parcel, pyjamas, shirts, a,,(' New Zealanders in the 9aI"P-
etc., toilet gear, and U-lb. chocolate to all New Zealand pris- , £h5'f'cf1 (iIr,111. 18 every morning from 7 to 
oners of war, and 200 cigarettes a month. Some of them have 'JO outside the huts. It is voluntary. The daily walks taken 
alreadv arrived and they are lovely, so when mine arrives I'll eve,'y morning by the prisoners sometimes cover as much as 
b e  w e l l  o f f  f o r  c l o t h e s .  H e r e  i s  a  p o p u l a r  r e c i p e  w h e n  R e d  " v e  . . .  ,  ,  
Cross parcels arrive. Take a clean fish tin, punch holes in it, Baseball is played, there are some very g 
grate up your loaf of bread, add cocoa, sugar, raisins, prunes the camp who are anxious to teach the others, 
and anything out of your parcel, mix vigorously, add little In June a Boxing Tournament wa 
water, take clean tin (J-lb milk tin idea) slap her in, plonk very good bouts. The gloves for this were supp 
on the lid, tie her down, and send to cook house, result first Ked Cross along with other sports equipment which 
class duff. Of course you must have that professional prisoner in the camp, 
of war touch in these dishes. The most popular dance of the The swimming pool in the river, which has been long pro-
evening was the Prisoner's Hop. mised, was to be opened on the 15th June and the boys were 

keenly looking forward to it. 
From Sgt. J. BUTLER, dated 18th April. Religion. The spiritual needs of the prisoners are well 

eel a week and to date have re- cared for. Padre Mitchell and Padre Gerard are both in this 
and one between two men. They are very good and camp. The church services are very well attended, although 

ave a lot of fun bargaining and exchanging various items only standirg accommodation is available. Morning prayers are 
—much like an auction mart. Also much fun cooking, especi- held each morning in the Padre's hut, various men taking 
ally making meat-rolls, etc., by grating our bread and keep- turns conducting them. These too, are well attended. A choir 
ing the meat out of the stew; as we have meat only twice a has been organised. On Sundays there is Communion at 7 a.m., 
week and then only a few very small bits about iin. by iin.. ir-oming and evening service, and Bible Class at 4 p.m. Every 
it is a bit of a problem. Sometimes we put in prunes or orangt- Sunday they sing the hymn "Holy Father in Thy Mercy." The 
peel. I had the best meal to-day since being captured. We Padre also holds lectures in the evenings, 
curried our rice and had with it onions and a tin of bully-beet. 

average about seven onions every six days and cost is 
2i lira (7d.). We got chocolate in the parcels and by Jove it 
was a ti'eat. Gardening is in full swing and another chap and wine 
I (Sgt. Dick Blackstock from Eltham, Air Force) have three j, given out 

plots measuring about 15ft by 4ft. each and are just ready 0U1. boys, bei 
to plant lettuce, cari*ots, tomatoes, pumpkin,, spring onions ana nieal is a coi 
beetroot. Seeds supplied. 
From Gunner JAMES HENDERSON, dated 17th April. 

io issues of Red Cross parcels, full of g 
ngs and we are getting cigarettes. Please don't think of 
unlucky. I am not! I am becoming daily 

on the old crutches and feel far stronger than 
Encountered some Italian wounded recently—quit? < 

kes, and oh yes! I got two eggs for Easter. It is 
as I write there is a large bowl of tea, marmalade a 

ew 
he visit m the Red Cr 

re than 
a v 
will be mit od om 

52 of w the 
From Pte. H. K. Catran, dated 21st May. 
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that I 
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mi 
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as we ha 
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42. We 
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getable 
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'with a 
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•CI well 

sent 
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From Pte. "J. F. LYON, 5th June. 
At present we are getting 

nd things are much better than the 
; you are not sending too much 
e no particular need at present. 

am 
I h ou 

br 
ope  

of I hav re, 
en do From Sapper I. J. COLMAN, 6th June. 
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Food. Boiled rice and macaroni fs issued alternately with 
a meat and vegetable stew. They have their daily bread ration, 
dark bread, and a mug of coffee in the morning. A cup 

is issued twice a week. A cheese issue of 200 grs.  — 7c 
three times a week. This is good stuff says one 

ing pretty strong and tasty. Their special Sund 
ncoction of macaroni, cheese and fried onions. 

In June Red Cross food parcels were arriving very regularly. 
They were issued on Tuesdays and Fridays, and one parcel was 
shared between two men. In a special part of the compound 
fires are allowed to be lit and weird and wonderful are t 

oroficient stoves that have been made out of the tins from the Red Cross 
rtnight ago. parcels. There they heat and try their skill at cooking the 
decent little contents of their parcels. 

7 p.m. and Privates are paid one lira a day 
and butter officers a lira and a half, and on pay 
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twice monthly, t 
figs, cheese, prunes, sw 

having been able to 

there is n rush for the canteen where there are 
eets, etc., for sale. The men also speak 
buy onions and cherries. 

From Signalman B. V. ASHE. 
A fairly big educational scheme is starting: to-m 

row. There are courses in book-keeping, wireless and quite a 
They get an issue of five cigarettes a day. fcw more interesting subjects, but as we have no books they 
Education and Entertainmen.. Euchre, 600 Srf bridge ^ ̂"̂ "Tor a^waTk®iLf ThSaf'un^r'^uRod 

aT'Tono^lv and thnese ar d 0 ""T'1' Aboui once a week I have been on woTto/'parties abound 
hUt be,n,; camp, carrying up stones from the river and doing other jobs 

_ . 1 y passing them on. for the improvement of the camp. We walked up the valley and 
, „ P6." a11' concerts are held every other night. They have passed small farms where all sorts of fruit trees were bloomi 

a lull piano band and some excellent talent. Try and visualise among small plots of brilliant green cereals, 
soldiers, sailors and airmen from all corners of the Empire p. tvi Q . /-.DriTrT 
seated in a huge semi-circle around the "stage" with piano VK • 
and banjos to provide the music. concision Well at re 

The prisoners see German and Italian newspapers and hear have a^nice tastv dish eve 
the Italian broadcasts. thL. canteen now so 

Classes are held in French, Gaelic, German, Italian, gram- dishes. The brewin 
mar, book-keeping, music, shorthand, etc. There are lectures only wish you c 

wireless, motor engineering, radio, electricity, agriculture, recreational hall 
philosophy, history, economics, building and allied trades, etc. amo 
It should be mentioned that one man came away from his lec- going to see what I can 
ture on pigs and poultry with a recipe for "home brew" beer a book on Diesel work 
and stout. How does that fit in? night, 

ey have talks and impromptu speeches. The followi 
ws the great variety of subjects dealt with:—Yachting ex-
•iences. recent naval battles, film industry at Hollywood, big 
ne hunting, New Guinea, all by men with first-hand know-

ige of their subject. The boys say that they feel that "despite 
rbed wire around us that all the world lies before us and 

" <n't last for ever." 
y was opened in the camp in June and there is 
adequate supply of reading matter. Before that 

V few books, it was thought only one book to 
e boy wrote: "There is such a lack of read-
derive great enjoyment from the persual 
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Ti i  From Pte. R. L. COLLINS, dated 5th June. ng 
sbo Received my first letter this week. Maybe you can imagine 

how much those 25 words meant to me after six months' cap­
tivity. The Red Cross has supplied us with some clothes and I 
am well off in that respect except for sox. They have also 
sent us some food parcels which contain good things. We all 
crave for sweetstuffs. At 10 a.m. I make a cup of tea, again 
in the afternoon, and have cocoa at night. These extras make 
a big difference to us and help to relieve the monotony. Some 
of the boys have received next-of-kin clothing parcels sent by 
the N.Z. Red Cross in London. These latter gifts are 
mysterious as we know nothing of who actually sends them, 

om Sgt. A. GORDON BROWN, dated 2nd June. 
It is grand to get mail from home. Some of it has been 

getting here in six weeks. 
om Pte. A. J. WEBSTER, dated 8th Ju 

It is very hot here now. I spend a lot of time making 
shelves out of tins which come in the parcels. I ran out of 
wood for boiling up, so made a charcoal burner. It works well. 
I made the pump out of a biscuit tin. There are some great 
patents to be seen at the brewing station. The parcels are 
still arriving regularly. A swimming pool had been made and 

thrilled arrangements are being made for us to go for swims in the 
everv near ^uture- Swims will be very welcome this weather, 

we most From Pte. E. L. FIELD, dated 8th June, 
eels have A good many letters and some parcels for our chaps still 

continue to come in. A lot of mail seems to be on the way. 
Church services are held regularly now and Padre Gerard took 
it this morning for C. of E. A library has now been started in 

d there is now quite a bit of reading material, 
om Sgt. E. S. ALLISON, 2nd June. 

Check parade is on just now. We are checked three times 
have not stepped over the barbed wires, 

erywhere old men and women are tilling the soil or pre­
paring the vineyards ready for the grapes to make the rich 
red wine. Send tons of tinned butter, hard biscuits, and choc-

Great rejoicing because last Tuesday I received your 
ve first letter of March 9th—it was better than a tonic. Have 
Lj plenty of pork sausages, honey and all the other good things 

all ready. 
om Sgt R. A. PINKHAM, dated 3rd June. 

A lot of chaps have received letters written in March. WE 
ITAVE BEEN RECEIVING A FOOD PARCEL FROM THE 

« « -j . i RED CROSS EVERY WEEK LATELY, THEY ARE VERY 
From T/Sgt. R. B. PARSENS, dated 16th April. GOOD. WE ALSO HAVE RECEIVED CLOTHING FROM 

We received our Red Cross parcels during the week, every- THEM TOO. A few of our chaps have received personal 
one is happy again. I have used all my fruit , now, so dm a clothing parcels through the Red Cross. 

tLlHf my p̂alcSVere' ̂ margarine "ami dH^ milk, w From Cpl. W. A. SHARP, dated 3rd ,June. 
I used half my bread (black out here), whole meal bread. Several New Zealanders have received parcels through the 
Choppll figs apiece of margarine,atwOn spoons^of dried milk, Zealand clothes, ^bocotate and c.g-

two moiemeals before the parcel runs out. We are issued with doing so badm the food line. We ^eks^d^'hopW {haS 
a portion of orlhSe " th" Red Cwts wUl kw^ it ^ip. I teve just compSd'V job is a roll of bread, an onion and issue of cheese i detest_washine clcithes. j (ee, sorry for yml when l thin1( 

From Pte. J. L. SPICER, dated 8th June, Hut 35. 0f t)ie huge washings you used to have. I've made up my mind 
No need for much clothing, just a pair of shorts, all you to buy you a "Beatty" when I get home! We hear that not 
wear really as it gets so hot. A couple of days more and even the Air Force has got a chance in New Zealand against 
hope to start the swimming parties. the Yankee soldiers. 
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From Cpl. B. C. HUNTER, Hut 41, dated 3rd June, 
ve just received my 
boots to receive news from i 

as good as a meal, which at th 
d. Already two or three Red 

in camp and their contents are m 

first lett fru m you, and am t 
it is wonderful, 
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ost useful. 

bit ta nee becomi 
faciliti arrived 
cool of GAIR, Hut 36, dated 8th June. 

I received your welcome note (dated March 22nd). Our 
Red Cross parcels have been coming in pretty regular the last 

?ks and most of the boys are looking a lot better and 
even putting on a bit of condition. A few of the chaps have 
also received parcels from England and from cobbers and 
brothers in the Middle East. 
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From Gunner A. H, (Jock) CLEMENTS, dated 4th April. 
Our Padre is a vei-y g '  

are most interesting. We 
have received Red Cros; 
men, they were splendid pan 
densed milk and some golden 
to the Red Cross for this wo 
arranged one above the other 
piano, set of drums, two or thr 

Pi'om C. H. BOYCE, dated 2nd June. 
message through New Zealand Red Cross arrived 
and letter from Rotirua (5th March). We received 

parcel during the week and believe me Bush 
get a lot of fun out of them. I feel fully confid 

you are doing all you can to help and as for the parcels that 
went astray, don't worry. To-day represents just six months a 
prisoner. 

3-mor-
uite a 
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e Red 
guard, 
iround 
r jobs 
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oming 

ood minister and the Church services 
have a choir and Bible Class. We 

eels. Three parcels among 
eels. We have porridge with 

; are all most g 
service. We have 
leep warm. We have a 

th organs and a banjo. 

Your 
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s par four 
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eful 
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oss food 
ent that We syrup, 

nderful 
rat 

and s 
ee mou Dated 8th June. No man tms week, but as i ve had nve 

letters and two message forms and some chaps none as yet, 
I received your letter of February 2.3rd—the New Zealand I've no complaints. When we first reached Italy daylight was 

is to be coming in quite all right now; I hope it con- dusk 5 P-111, weather cold, snowy and very wet. Now the 
do so. There was a boxing tournament in the camp sun rises very early» daylight 5.15 and a clear blue sky doesn't 
, 10 very good bouts. The gloves were part of some ^lve way to nieht until 10 P-m- 1 served for Bishop C 

port equipment sent by the Red Cross. The weather has been during the week, the first New Zealander to do so here 
great for the last few weeks, hot sunny days almost like Egypt sha11 always be a P^oud of that. He is a splendid 
There is some talk of a swimming pool in the near-by river cloinK a man's job in this camp. The splendid old Red Cr-

ing made available to us, it will be great if it is Some of Produced another supply of food parcels for the camp t 
fruits are ripening now, we have had cherries in our week' they wil1 always have a future supporter in me. Some 

They are a bit dear, but probably will become cheaper cbaPs have had Pai'cels from London and friends in 
son progresses. The Red Cross parcels are still but 1 know my day 15 coming. Being family cook I mi 

ng as well as 50 cigarettes each week. I am looking for- prepare tea, biscuits, and marmalade for tea on Sund 
to receiving some parcels from you as I need socks oadly 

From Pte. J. 0. ELLIOTT, dated 8th June. 
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From Pte I. G_ FORDHAM. From c G c T BURNS dated 8th june 

it waSsa^tdeaJa WM* letters are comi„g to hand well from New 

w ss r̂hainhiofs^ Sdd  ̂
sometimes upholstered with a straw pillow) was reminiscent ^ 
of a Rugby match at Eden Park. The instruments have proved ?„0tT:„E/!LpA' ?,T Si  ̂,̂ Pvgl hi , 

ked asset and Quite good talent is available. This week llwf and ?o 
we received a Red Cross parcel between three men, it being a h , to he or(}priv officer an office not usuallv performed bv 
Canadian effort, and would you please let the Red Cross people mcdi(.al offlcers ^ had' a mt , gentleman from the 
at Auckland know that we appreciate these gifts very much. Swiss Legation. to him we submitted varfous complaints 

requests. We feel it is time they did something about 
mail continues to roll in and majority of medical officers, we may stay here as ordinary prisoners, we 

w Zealand boys have had word from home though still a """y go to other camps to act as medical offlcers, "d thm-e is 
number have so far been unlucky. Quite a number (several ? e1"1"" of repatriation in exchange for Italian medical offlcers 
dozens) have had comfort parcels sent through New Zealand m 0U1 

House, London, so our mail is not so bad all things considered. From Pte. MAURICE BOYCE MACGREGOR, dated 30th Mar. 
I have now had one letter during each of the past three weeks. we have received our first Red Cross parcel, and fi'om now 
Some have been dated as recently as six weeks ago, so the on we wi]i receive one a week. The parcels are wonderful, 
service is evidently a fairly fast one. The Red Cross certainly know what a prisoner needs. They 

contain all sorts of food, from steak and kidney pie, to jam, 
cheese, biscuits, 50 Ardath cigarettes, cocoa, ovaltine, sugar, 

rapidly pepper, mustard and fish, milk and chocolate, and all sorts 
granted of other things, to clothing. We ar6 definitely getting enough 
able to food now. I have had my first drink of tea in a year. We are 

all in .tthe highest spirits now, and hoping it won't be long. 
So you see it isn't necessary to send any goods now. 

'Tn̂ th From 2nd Lieut DUDLEY N. POTTS, dated 13th March, 
el when I am O.K. and being very well treated. Spring is here, 
slippers and I am sitting in a window in lovely sunshine, talking in 

r time is Italian and sometimes in French for a change. I am quite in 
hobnailed niy element, because no one speaks English here, and I have to 

scored do all my talking in Italian, French and German, so I am getting 
1 shirt plenty of practice. My voice has its advantages too, especially 

when I sing their arias and operas. I hope to get to one of 
the camps as interpreter. 

Dated 9th April. Have left hospital, and tho 
l3" joyed my stay after the first week or two. I was luc 
is the language. It was necessary, there being no interp 

ay- While there I heard Gigli sing and saw Madame Butterfly 
ar: film with a splendid Italian soprano. One night I sang : 

them Tosca. Red Cross parcels arrived here this week fr 
England and were very good and much appreciated. We ha 
interesting evenings here. Different ones give lectures on . 
subjects and it is grand. 
From Lieut. J. F. BEVAN, dated 7th April. 

We have had two parcels from the Red Cross, which have 
From Pte. L. R. COLEMAN, dated 2nd June. improved our bill of fare. Also, now that we have a piano, 

aiiv serins: weather now, the trees are all out in talent has come to light and provided two good evening con-
wo' are trettine the spring rains and the weather is certs—Beethoven, Schubert, Handel and Strauss, with two or 

reallv auite mild We are to get A RED CROSS PARCEL three good tenors as well. Haven't got our seeds in the garden 
BETWEEN TWO OF US TO-DAY as soon as check parade yet, but have got a nursery going and expect to be planting 

We net one parcel and share it out, believe me it is the soon. Some of the chaps have had letters from England. We 
ntr we cet here I p-ot a pair of socks the other day were most grateful to the Red Cross for the soap and the other 

were hand knitted, and had been sent to on. of the Tommies good things. Most of us have managed to buy a certain amount 
England so I am actually quite lucky. of clothing—pyjamas and underclothes—here, and, with th 

ust now 
ay. 
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From L/Cpl DOUGLAS AITCHISON, dated 2nd June. 
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HAVE I 
BAD. 
From Pb 

showers and Red Cross soap, should be free of lice for a 
(In an earlier letter, he stated that he was being paid at 
rate of 700 lira per month, out of which he paid 400 lira 
"board" and had the rest available for clothes, 

while, brand new set of instruments arrived from England. Much 
Hugger being played. Digger team practising a Haka outside 
our door now. Have just watched the Kiwi team beat Eng­
land 12—.0 Just like being at Eden Park, muddy ground and all. 

Dated 5th July. The boys have made basketball pitch and 
deck quoit pitch from our sun bathing space. Games going all 

From Lieut. E. GORDON MACPHERSON, 15th April ^ A11 our 6ft- x 5 ft- Plots are gl,owing Red Cross seeds 
I have not had a chance to write for over a fortnight and w , S^at gusto and much laughter and perspiration. It is 

now here we are at last at our permanent camp. It is a lovelv Xruly what good feeling there is amoni 
old Carthusian Monastery and in this beautiful sunny weather Glanders are particularly good. There's never a hard w 
we are having it is very pleasant. I am Hutchinson's assistant e*?ept 1,1 Jest' and ln any case we*11 hay.e hides as thick as 
adjutant and my time is very full and passes quickly. We and ^moceroses from constant leg-pulling. I m smoking a pipe 
Peter Dix (interpreter) and Capt. Bellamy (mess president) fml thoroughly enjoy the New Zealand Fund tobacco. If you 
share a down-stairs quarter, an office, a bedroom and bathroom, kuow anlon® connected with this you might con 
otherwise it is only colonels, majors and senior captains who are smcere thanks for this extra tobacco. There are many here 
in quarters, the rest are in one long dormitory, which runs right ,l0tJ 80 T11 off a.s w?' •and we are abl.® ^ do llttle good turns 

hoping to grow things; there are 6 fruit t"e3 LCminrn?w ARE As WELL 0FF As ANY AND BETTER OFF THAN 
whPichgI think are flums It all fLls to S veTS like MO|TF V™AT Is NECESSARY To 
being back in college. There are about 350 officers here in all _MAK£j 1 ^ LlVAULb. 
and several more New Zealand officers have joined us here. 
From 2nd Lieut. W. S. DUKE, dated 21st April. 

I am still O.K. and enjoying grand weather an 
surroundings. At present I am busy studying mi 
ancy and advertising, so altogether the days pass 
No sign of any mail from you yet, soon be six mon 
heard from you on 4th November. 

the 
for 

etc.) 

P.G. 35. 

New 
ivord 

gst us. sho 
boy 

yo 
ver om our vey 

•e r here 
mi 
IS THIS 

ndals sa 
of our w 

From Ca 

On 2 
from VII 
M.O.'s in 

Col 

From Pte. ROSS GORE GRAHAM, dated 11th May. 
To-day we have been issued with new battle dress, but the 

trousers I received were for a man about 6 feet tall, so I am 
going to try to change them. Received two letters to-day 
and parcel of clothing. Have just received two more letters. 
The latter was dated October 21st, but the P.O.W. number 
wrong—hence the delay. This last week received my t 
cigarette parcel (200 cigarettes). To date I have had 56 letl 
two clothing parcels, and three cigarette parcels. My W( 

TNTFRF^TTTsir su't; afternoons is a pair of shorts, boots and socks, ana 
liN itiKli-biliNtj. nothing else (a hat of course), so you can guess what the 

From Pte. L. B. OLSEN, dated 5th July. weather is like. The work we are doing, log rolling, is inter-
We were out on a job to-day and it seems the whole popu- esting and hard enough to keep us all fit and well. I am still 

spend their Sunday at the lake, all the trams we passed having good meals by the aid of our Red Cross parcels, which 
were packed to the limit. I've been down near this lake, it's supply all the necessary vitamins, 
quite a nice place, very much like our Rotorua lake, only not Another big week, five more letters from "home" and my 
nearly so big. We have managed to keep things going, as I ve fourth cigarette parcel. We are having a holiday, it being 

wL h ê qbutê » occupy hOPing t0  ̂f00tba" t0"day'  ̂" 
We here'bearabfe'at^east mind ^ th0U,tht8 a,,d S0 m'ke ^ Dated Zl* June. I am on a new job at present-building 
P -L r PH i r ip? Zth w " barracks. It is hard work, but more interesting than log-
Fiom G. PHILLIPS, dated 24th June rolling. We have quite a few books in camp now, and it is 

Another of your parcels arrived this week I also received surprfsing how the time passes. I don't know if I have given 
a packet from London containing a soccer ball so we tave youp aI,y particulars about our camp. It is situated in the 
been playing quite a lot lately We have moved from the first ^iddle ^ bj fi(.ld abc)ut 300 ards fl.om tho railway, and 
floor to the third m the hospital and our Sister has been put is surrounded by grass and crops. The mountains on either side 

wh^Tnf£^^^ — « * 

From Pte. J. W. STEPHENS, dated 12th May. from. JAS. HENLEY FRANK BALLOCH, COMPTON 
Each man has received a suit of underwear, a pair of sox, TICKLE, dated tebruaij. , 

shirt, braces, and a jersey, which came in very handy. They Situated as we are, i.e., in a working camp, we often think 
have all been sent by the Red Cross who have also sent us longingly of the recipes you used to broadcast over the air. 
games and a set of boxing gloves. We are lucky enough to We are three unfortunate Prisoners of War who mutilate the 
have with us a professional boxer from Aussie. All the boys food we receive in our Red Cross packets owing to the lack of 
in my hut have been busy gardening this morning, sowing seeds foresight on our parents' part in not providing us with cooking 
for our own vegetables. I received a pai'cel of 200 cigarettes lessons in our youths. Has the Patriotic Society gone into 
from the N.Z. Patriotic Society. This is the second one I have liquidation? 
had. The boys cannot speak too well of the wonderful way From E. M. HOLMES, dated 14th February, 
the Red Cross is looking after us. BROADCAST RECIPES. 
From Sgt. E. H. EVERTON, dated 14th February. j thou-ht yOU nlav liki. to hear from so 

Big events this vveek Both your parcels arrived (First listeners who are „„„ Prisoners of War. Th< 
parcel we sent m July, 1941, c/o N.Z. House without Prisoners taken anv interest in cooking before we were captured, now we 
Number or Camp. Second parcel we sent in October, 1941, have become really proficient in the art. Some of our frying 
c/o of our own Red Cross P.O.W. Dept., Auckland.) Can as- recipes are famous throughout the Camp. This one ' ' 
sure you I am set up in clothes adequately for a good 12 months, p0pUiar Take one piece of old bread, beat to crum 
We sleep like so many "shelfs of bodies,' :] tiers — ground, with heel of boot) then take two eggs, but keep your eye on 
middle,, top. Sleep amongst gear, blankets, boots, dixies, Red the farmer add one handful of raisins, mix to a thick paste. 
Cross food boxes, in a lovely mix-up on our middle fiat, 18 men k both eyes on dish otherwise it will be dive-bombed by 
to a block —toe—head—head- toe. New item entitled ' Stick your pals Then fry, on our most treasured possession, the 
it Gefangenen, Stick It." Jack Lindsay's parody. Very good only pan in the camp, until the fire goes out. Tell your list 
—after these lines: "Of 'Essen' there is little, of drinking there Aunt DaiZV) to eat before it's cold, or else engrave your 
is less, we walk around the barracks and survey an awful mess, on same A1i the best to Uncle Scrim, and 2ZB staff. Tc 
we fancy we've forgotten how to use a trouser-press. Stick it pood wishes to yourself. 
Gefangenen, etc.," for 14 verses—some unprintable. All humour- " „ . , 

nd topical. The Britisher seldom loses his sense of humour. Pte. JOSEPH ALEXANDER BAXTERS parents write: 
ted 26th April. We put on a combined orchestra choir I must now thank you very much for all you have done for 

show last night. We had such things as "Gondoliers," "Knights- us all. I have now received two Cards from my son saying 
bridge March," solos—"Trees," "Love I Give You My Heart," he has received two of our next-of-kin parcels. I have also had 

Pair of Sparkling Eyes," one card from the Red Cross in Scotland, saying Joe had re-
drai," "Drunken Sailor," ceived a food parcel from them, also six from the Red Cross, 

in camp and the choir Canada. He also told us he had received a parcel from tho 
e improved no end. A Red Ci'oss at Cairo. Once again many thanks. 
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I 
om Cpl. L. FISilLR, dated 1st March. Red Cross, towels, gloves, pull-over, scai'i, i 

I am weai*ing my grey shirt now. The blades and choco- underpants. In fact our uniforms, boots, etc.. « 
.•y handy, also soap, toothpaste, etc. It didn't take sluff and they are wonderful. You want to 

e did it. Ail the boys are getting their mail about the hills with great trees, it's a good j 
, so you can see that we are pretty well off here, am learning German in my spart time. We 

are receiving our RED CROSS PACKETS ONCE A done here each week. The Nuns at the Co 
.K, cigarettes, etc., a great boon to us to have a few smokes. make them like new too. They also do our 

From Pte. G. R. STOUT. also get our meals there and they are goo 
Their letters seem to get through all right. My barber's, From JOHN F. HINE, dated 12th July, 

shop is still going well and I get plenty of laughs with all the Parcels ai'e still in good proportion from New Zealand. 
i receiving RED CROSS PARCELS AND posted in February came last week, so No. 3 should be 

HAVE HAD TWO OF YOUR'S SO THINGS ARE NOT SO soon. Norman had an invalid one last week, very good. 
. had about 70 letters and the first two parcels since the 

om Pte. W. J. L. SHAW, dated 30th May. January, so have done fairly well, also two cigarette 
T1, very much for the LOVELY PARCEL. We are fairly well off for books, change them aroum 
IS THE SECOND PARCEL I HAVE RECEIVED. The changed some for fresh ones from Stalag. I've a suit-case 

sandals are splendid, also the silver grey pull-over is the envy kit-bag full of gear now, so am well set. It's good to ch. 
rking party. after work. 

From Cpl. JOHN WILLIAMSON, dated 5th July. 
I was ever so pleased to get your parcel. I surmised it was 

posted in February as a lot of February parcels have been ar­
riving here lately. No doubt the first parcel you sent in Novem­
ber was addressed to Stalag III B. and consequently has gone 
stray, but it may turn up yet. I have had a clothing parcel 

m New Zealand House so I am set for clothing for somt 
Altogether I have received one clothing parcel and four 

iareels from New Zealand House in London and one 

Pr ull-over, scai'f, socks, singlets and 
all Red Cri _ 
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STALAG VHI B. > 
From Capt. J. BORRIE, dated 17th May. 

A DOCTOR WRITES, 
is sent as M.O. to the largest working party 

the size of an English battalion. There are six ®st 

uipment as good as any G.P. and f.ro 

etc.. can test eyes for long and .me- .. . . x, r, 
entation rate, B.P. appar. cigarette parcels from New Zei 

Lin v p  from home, which is very fair, 
liser. Have targe ^ We arc now r, 

i p.m., then minor surgery. Have ®aL11 

ood supply of drugs from the Job Wll, ,as 

h Saturday 
of Dunedin 

dental 
camps. TneW^ 
n men Lcmd-... 

1 children at close quarters, who behave exactly prisoners oi war 
for their language. My life is now almost fr" m 1118 Ietters he 

services and X-ray 
I ran a most si 

ut the 
I am 

to-day 
etters. 
T was 
third 

etters, 
Di-king 
s, and 
it the 
inter-
n still 
which 

id my 
being 
and a 

ilding 
i log-
it is 
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On 23/4/42 wa 
from VIII B., the size of an English 
M.O.'s in this area. Have equipment as 

Col. Boyd's auroscope, etc., can 
short sight, haemoglobien blood sedime 
atus, and surgical equipment for all minor 
ordered a sigmoidoscope and an electrical steril 

vening at 6.30 p.m., then mi 
hospital. Get fairly good supply of drugs 

and dressings from the Red Cross. Each 
veins, eyes, etc. Went to a city size > 
the steriliser. Warren and Noakes here as 

this district. I also visit three other 
ee at present, and seeing the German 
children at close qu 

have 

_ y. we are now receiving Red Cross food regularly 
each week. I am still working in the gardens for the camp. The 
job will last another three months and then the winter will set in. 
To date I have received 7 parcels, 5 cigarette and 1 clothing 
from N.Z. House, and 1 clothing from home. There is a con­
cert in the next barrack room. We have had quite a bit 

from N.Z. supplied to us by the head of N.Z. House in 
We have established a news service among the N.Z. 
of war here, and any little bit of home news he gets 

line us except for their language. My life is now almost fan- FWIO HLS MATES• 
tastic. Postal lab. services and X-rays fairly good. From Ppl. GWYNNE LEWIS. , ^ ^ ^ , 

Dated 16th June. I ran a most successmul arts and crafts ^ pretty fit now and getting plenty to eat. The parcel 
exhibition last week, and we had some very fine work in it. was * Godsend, the one with the blankets and boots in it; 
All the Germans were mightily impressed. I have, on my p ' there, and in good order thanks to the Red Cross and the 
visits here and there, been able to buy a certain amount of colour German authorities. , T 
and drawing paper for the artists, who are most grateful for it. Date<1 18th July. Your letter of 1th April here safely. I 
Yesterday lectured to all the camp on public health, and gave have plenty of cigarette parcels coming m and am o.k. for clothes, 
them a good ticking off. To-day started louse inspections, and Pl"se send some tan boot polish for those boots you sent me, 
next Saturday give T.A.B. Daily in every way the camp im- From FRANK BROWN. 

ves, sports, boxing, football, theatre "horse racing," general A class in electrical engineering was recently introduced 
tidiness, etc., etc. Everyone is interested in flower gardens and I am finding it just the thing. After a long break I was 
and have small plots, but as all the soil has to be carted from delighted to get several letters from you dated Ja 
the woods, not many have large vegetable gardens. Dated 12th April. I was particularly pleased to get yours of 

Dated 6th July (an air mail card—Luftpost). Am well, 10th February yesterday, only two months, 
reasonably happy, and enjoying a very warm, sunny summer. Dated 18th July. I was delighted this week by the arrival 
Returned to Stalag for a two-day visit to get Red Cross drugs. of your third parcel. If only you could see the pleasure one 
From Pte. COLIN HILL, dated May 3rd. gets in having something real arrive from home you would be 

Received three parcels—your clothing parcel posted in No- amply repaid for the trouble. All the contents are just great 
md two cigarette parcels from the Patriotic Society, and I am now well set up for both winter and summer under-

fags altogether. Yes, we get quite a decent pay and buy clothing. The chocolate arrived in perfect condition, it 
what's available, I seem to spend most of mine on lemonade. puts energy into the old body. 
We are working ten hours a day, sixty hours a week, building From Gunner R. J. COX, dated 7th June, 
a concrete road, not a bad job. The grass grows very quickly, already they are mowing 

it with scythes as is the old olylc «JQimd here. The cardboard 
that is produced in the factory where we woti? is dried in 
fields while the summer is on. We 
and pick it up before the 
working 9 hours a day now-
short summer season. We g 

in, also we have a fine gua 
ch better. 

_ om Cpl. L. D. LEE, dated 7th June. 
Tomorrow I collect another cigarette parcel from N.Z. 

. This will be my third of 200 each. Some of our chaps 
ceived their second clothes parcel from this source. 'Tis 
i well after nine o'clock and "lights out" is a farce be-

t a bil- cause we don't need them. The other day a party of us went 
sterday. out in the woods adjoining the camp and brought back a load 

of firewood. It was truly delightful, the cool green and all 
the fresh growth, above all the absence of barbed wire. 
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From J. P. SCHRIIFFER, dated 17th June. 
The crops and spuds are doing well in this lager. We have 

a garden for each barrack room. There are only eight in this 
room, all sergeants. I am the only Kiwi here. There are over 
100 in this working party building a village. The chief tool 

guys use is a small axe and they build houses with them, 
t Frankie to write N.Z. Red Cross and thank them for 

thank them 
11. These 

)rmer 
never i h o  

B spread it in th< 
goes in the evening. We 

as they make the most ( 
et a fair deal in any extra ho 
rd at present, which makes thii 

w we 
rying sun 
SI ng 

i b s  these 
I want Frankie to write N.Z. Red Cross and tha: 
two parcels I received, also the Patriotic Fund, and 
for three lots of cigarettes which were enjoyed b> 
smokes and things keep a chap's chin up and help 
From Pte. L. C. LITCHFIELD, dated 28th Ju 

T received three cigarette parcels this 1. 
House, two hundred in each parcel. W. . 

•king party—boxing, football, and we have got 
my first parcel from you yestt 

There are quite a few parcels arriving from N.Z. lately. 
dated 28th Ju 

1 1 : 1 1 put /e on mu 
Fn jaste, 

td by njoyed oy an. 
and help lots. 

June. 
eels this last week from the 

e have all sort 

, the 
;ners, 
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light to s at 

bil-
N.Z. 
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) had 
d re­
press. 

From Dvr. L. W. HOUSTON, dated 2»th June. 
I received my first Patriotic parcel from the N.Z. Patriotic, 

200 cigarettes, they come every month. All the N.Z. boys have From Sgt. J. A. FORBES, dated 5th July, 
had them. You can tell everybody who wants to know that Last week was my lucky week, for I received your parcel 
they are doing their bit well. We had a gramophone given to us with the sandals, etc. (posted in February). It was one of 
last night and another uniform. I have bags of things from the the best parcels I have seen come into this camp, but please 

)SS, 
the 

U 



don't send me any more, as I have enough clolhcs to keep me From Pte. W. G. A. "BRONCHO" WALKER, dated 7th June, 

SSEfSSSSSSS •» f7inPgv̂ ftTredted' r T 'rer prls T set 
ss» sfand fiw cigarctte onc^rom N-z-House 
From Pte. RAV BRADLY, dated 20th June. _, STUFF 

I ve just got a new set of teeth (I lost my 
ce) and they are a lovely set. They are mack 

N.Z. House, Londo nice, contained 

sroteoxii sk'fi,zy nt material is sent here bv the Red Cross. They have a big fl t ^ ^ f home, so Jat makes three all told now. m the 
)ital here in this camp, with all conveniences, with ouf f^t sSfrts lTa^Sall the own doctors and orderlies and they have a lot of work to do. , shuts. I have all the geai 1 require for a long 

That's one thing the boys have to "be thankful for. The camp 

St ̂ntthTy^^rvery^oid6' ^ ̂  COnCertS' 0f a " prSfS^^ 
' From Pte. N. S. JARDINE, dated 19th July. 

We now have a weekly N.Z. news letter—any item of gen-
interest in private mail is handed in and a bulletin com-

how interesting it becomes. Had an-
called "Oh Yeah," the acting being 

pound by 

now, m tne 
ndy and the 

l  h e  
hos whil ue 

nd 
ough 

Z. House. 
om Cpl. A. K. BROWN, dated 12th April. 

I was in a nice mess when I wrote that card in June, with . now ^ 
a poisoned hand and a mild attack of dysentery. Still three eral interest^ i 
months roaming in the hills put me back on my feet (even to P^d, and it s 
boot leather) and when you talk of our orchard, just think of ot"er Sood pla 
me going through miles of vineyards, with figs, and walnuts outstanding ai 
thrown in. "Crete is famed for grapes, and for 4 months or so, t'1,e wounded. 
I had as many as I could eat. I am still busy at school and the whose luck has been right 
time flies past, but it will be a "DAY" when we cease to be some boys we know, 
prisoners of war. 

Dated 19th July. I received my first cigarette parcel from 
N.Z. Patriotic Fund, 400, which will come in useful both for 
smoking and trading purposes. Cigarette: 
rency of this camp, and during the past 4 weeks 
"bought" some greens (mainly turnip tops) which 
with salt and a dash of fat, have made a wel 
our diet. School, cards, cooking, marching up a: 
compound, the periodical bath, a shift of barracks, 
to fill in the hours of durance. Some chaps have come 
from St. Lazarre show and given us news. We found out what 

said about our show, and it cheered us up quite 

Fr 

amazing 
Ly on recently, called "Oh Yeah," the acti 
nd last night a concert in our own compound Dy 

e given different things to Australians 
out. An N.Z. "missini 

I hav 
g list" shows 

From T. P. CLARKIN, dated 19th April. 
ON 10th APRIL RECEIVED YOUR FIRST PARCEL AND 

ON 19th RECEIVED YOUR SECOND PARCEL, and of course 
was very thrilled. The chocolate was very acceptable and send 
as much as we are allowed. 

s are the real cur-
we have 

ily boiled 
variant to 

nd down the 
all comb" 

du From Pte. F. R. CONGHLAN, dated 22nd February. 
ive good news for you. 1 
OSTED ON NOVEMBER 

: Well at last I ha 
PARCEL TO ME P'_ 
SAFELY LAST NIGHT. 

YOUR SECOND 
6th ARRIVED 

the pa 
a lot. 
From Cpl. B. A. MORRISON, dated 28th March. 

I went to our Arts and Crafts Exhibition a 
good. There were paintings, pen and ink drawir 
ing, fancy worked table centres, a set of chess 
of tootKbrsh handles and many model ship ash-trays, 
school I am studying Diesel engineering and going through 
motor engineering. There are also loud speakers all over the 

from which he hear our orders and have music at dif-
es a day. The school here is very good and 

can learn all kinds of subjects such as French, Germs 
arithmetic, ai-t, law, engineering theory and many other thin 
From Cpl. A. J. EASTWOOD, dated 14th June. KR(,M R. TIETJEN, August 20th—Stalag XVIII A. 

d £®aSH2jS53SRai - a « w w t w t w w «  wHSffffiSSSwisS *— sasgSSSi aSEHSS 
OSS FOOD PARCELS THIS WEEK ARE THE FIRST N.Z. 

and 1 have had ONES WE HAVE HAD, AND ISN'T THERE A LOT OF 
are getting TALKING GOING ON, AND VERY GOOD THEY ARE TOO, 
have some- INCLUDING BUTTER, HONEY AND PRIME LAMB, etc. 

pers ENQUIRY SECTION. 
Dvr. R. H. D. WOOD, of the N.Z.A.S.C., is officially 

notified as being a Prisoner of War in Stalag VIII B. 
Actually the last letter received from him was from Crete. 
If any next of kin has seen his name mentioned in a 
letter, would they please communicate with this office ? 
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From Pte. J. H. HORSBURGfl, dated 14th June. 

We have-jusc had another 
thanks to the 

week, so, as y 
d to each week 

CR 
Red Cross issue 
Red Cross, and 

Ou will 
now. 

a very fine tea, 
parcels of food 
thing to look 
From HARRY JAMES CARPENTER, dated 12th July. 

April and Edith's of October 27th 
Edith's being wrongly addressed it 

place. Your recognition of me 
appeared in the newspaper is quite 

oup of the staff working in the Camp 
fifth cigarette parcel from N.Z. House 

000 cigarettes so far, and have had 2 
i't worry about parcels. I am well set 

gear. 

we 
each 

forwar 
see, we 

ns acknowledgment is the first that we have sighted in 
aland where a New Zealander has actually received one 

of war food parcels packed in and despatched 
m New Zealand.—J. ABEL, Dominion Chairman, Prisoners 
War Enquiry Office, Wellington.) 
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8th of this mor 
course, been all 

in one of the photos 
likely, and would be 
Hospital here. I had my 
this week—a total of 1( 
clothing parcels— 

clothir 
From Pte. I. J. TEMPLETON, dated 7th June. 

THE CLOTHING PARCEL POSTED IN NOVEMBER HAS 
ARRIVED and as.the weather is very warm (no warmer than 
Central though) the light clothing is very much appreciated. 
The chocolate was a treat especially with the C.F.H. wr 
still on. The pyjamas are the envy of everyone's eye. 

risoner of 
the on 

has, of 
fro 
o f  

RECEIVED THREE PARCELS FROM NEW ZEALAND. 
From Sgt. E. H. EVERTON, June 1st—Stalag XVIII A. 

ur THIRD PARCEL arrived. There's such a 
behind the wire. It becomes a little world of its 

a gro 

lot of 
own. 

Yo -so don't 
d toilet i people up in iig an 

om Pte. L. G. GARDINER, Aug. 16th—Stalag 306 XVIII D. 
I HAVE RECEIVED THREE PARCELS FROM YOU, but 

?re were no boots, only a pair of slippers in the third parcel, 
and I could do with a strong pair of hob-nailed boots. I think 
there will be enough cooks in the house ' "" ' 
as I am getting an expert. 
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the 
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when this war is over appers 
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